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HAVE interrupted your = à töte, 
Dea ens: % 51 9151 
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little giri ins. and naturally aſked the 
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).YTIV 
% And pray, what anſwer dig.the return?! 
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By no means, my dear *. 1 e 
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2 © THE GIRL Or | 
None, but was mhrinking by me as ; you 
came in view,” 


As it was impoſſible fom the time, that 
many words ęould have paſſed, the Counteſs 
appeared not to coupe his aſſertion, 


«There is an unaccountable myſtery 
About that girl ;” ſald ſhe, * you know not, 
perhaps, that your friend has taken a mighty 
| #7 fancy to her, and abſolutely offered to marry 
. her, if her birth would not diſgrace him.“ 
ha. « How!” cried Don Felix, © marry her, 
cn be chink of marrying ſuch a lovely young 
| creature? h 
"un. « As to her lovelineſs, returned ſhe, in 

tone of pique;”*© I ſee but little of it; but 
there are people who have odd taſtes, and he, 

I ſuppoſe, has fallen in love with her youth 
and ſimplicity, for her education has been 
very confined I believe; and of the world 
W eee n 1 
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Don Felix ſaw the error he had been 
guilty of. | 


The Counteſs was one of choſe ſort of 
women, who chuſe always to thruſt them 
ſelves into the fore - ground; who by inſolence, 
much volubility and conſummate vanity, aim 
at giving the world an opinion of their vaſt 
conſequence - who delight in the oſtentatious 4 
diſplay of bene volence, candor and good- 
will; and aſſuming an air of protection to 
ſome amiable young perſon, unfortunately 
placed under their roof, are at the ſame time 
meanly jealous, envious of their ſuperior 
attractions, and fooliſhly ſappoſing the world 
may be impoſed upon by their ſpecious and 
contradictory conduct, ſeize with avidity 
every opportunity of leſſening the merit, and 
detracting from the good qualities of that 4 
perſon, honor, integrity and humanity calls 
upon them to protect and deſend. Such 
women there are, and ſuch was the Counteſs. 


6 


She knew little of Adelaide indeed, but 
that little entitled her to tenderneſs and atten- 
tion; ſhe was unfortunate and unprotected 

claims upon her compaſſion; and when ſne 
condeſcended to offer her protection, a young 
creature, ſo ſituated, had a right to a delicate 
conſide ration, that might tend to * her 

ſenſe of obligation. A 


5 vanity, that foe to every virtue, was 
the predominant paſſion. in this. lady ; nor 
could ſhe bear that a young inſignificant per- 
ſon ſhould draw the attention of any man; 
ſhe had more than once repented taking 
Adelaide in her train, and though at firft ſhe 
thought the governor's offer too adyantageous 
for her, yet, as it would eſfectually ſeparate 

them, and ſhe could take 1% herſelf the merit 
of having handſomely ſettled her, ſhe entered 

warmly into his intereſt, and was. exceſſively 
provoked this inſignificant, friendleſs girl, 
1 uld preſume to judge for herſclf, decline 
ſuch an offer, and have ſecrets ſhe could not 


penetrate into, A 
Under 
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Under the impreſſion of this diſguſt, ſhe 
met Don Felix, and was ſtartled at ſeeing 
him ſpeaking to Adelaide, but was fatisfied 
by the manner in which he accounted. for it, 


till he unfortunately dropped the word 


* loyely!” an unpardonable epithet, in her 
idea, Don Felix preſently comprehended 
the miſtake he had been guilty of, and ſought 
to i it, by adding, ſth a ſmile, 


e +0 POTN FATS Halen maids 
youth and lovelineſs ſynonymous terms; 
they are words of courſe, which convey no 
particular meaning or diſtinction. As for 
your little friend, you will allow ic was natural 
I ſhould be ſurpriſed to hear af the Coe 
nor's intention in her favor,” 
Why yes,“ replied the, in. 8 more ob. 
tened tone, „the man's whim is unaccount- | 
able to be ſure ; but as I very anxiouſly wiſh 
to provide for the girl, have taken upon me 
the care of her, (a very unpleaſant talk, hea- 
ven knows) and wiſh to {ce her ſettled, —ſuch 
_ fo much above any thing ſhe could. 


„ | hope 


" ** * 
8 
* 
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hope for] or' expe? for ber, you may be 
ſure met with my approbation; and I was 
eager to accelerate” things, leſt he ſnhould 
change his mind; but the very point on 
-which the union depended,” 5 een 
the whole affair.“ das 

« How 10 W aſked Don Felix. 
Why, he only wiſhed to know her 
name and origin, and this ſhe. abſoluely re- 

fuſes to declare.“ L 
J thought her name was Dupont,” 
returned he. 
„ Such is avs name ſhe. ante we | 
the Counteſs, © but ſhe acknowledges tis an 
aſſumed one, and-ſhe perſiſts in declating-ſhe 
will not give any account of her family, 
This, unqueſtionably, has an unfavorable 
-appearance : her father is dead ; he might be 
unfortunate, and obliged to live in retire- 
mant; but there is equal probability that he 
might be unworthy, and obliged-to fly from 
detection and pyniſhment. At all events, 
you ſee my earneſt endeavours to ſettle her, 
N in. an. obſcure Way, will be eternally 
fruſtrated; 


Fr 
- fruſtrated; for no one will , 4 ein. 
aſhamed to declare her origin. 
111 7 Certainly not, anſwered B Felix; : 
I pity the poor thing; ſhe can gever hope 
for any eſtabliſhment in life, and muſt depend 
upon your Wenn bam * Mons 
port. . 
ee mall not 4 ben“ nia ſhe, 
with an air of conſequence; if ſhe travels 
with me, ſhe muſt. gain information. from my 
© ſociety, and a knowledge of the world that 


. may enable her ſome time e to get her 
bread decently.“ . Ane Not. 1 
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Don Felix paid her ſeveral 3 

on her generoſity and liberality, which put her 
in perfect good humour; and ſhe quitted him 


to give the governor, who was juſt arrived, 
an n account of her commiſſion. 


? 4 


4-191 V4. 
To him ſhe rpthigd Wanne os 
words as ſhe had ſpoken to Don Felix, with 
additional farcaſms on the concealed birth, 
0 ingratitude of Adelaide. | 


B 4 He 


- 


un ound or 
He heard her with equal ſurpriſe and con- 
"hea and, aſter pauſing a moment, aſked if 


* e to ane to 5p 
W Pi ANC. 1 | 


e | 


* 


e Undoubtedly,” replied the, — 
« but it will be ſtrange indeed, if ſhe 1s more 
unreſervetd to you; than to me who have been 
her bene factreſs: however, 1 will ſend for 
her, and yer * w_ an influence. 1 
Jin #33 147% . ' 
. She quined thy room; the governor re- 
fected on what he had heard; he felt himſelf 
more warmly intereſted for this unfortunate 
young woman, and that intereſt impeiled him 
w treat” her with more than uſual reſpect, 
- when the — een 
veſbre him. 


77 


When he had Ie her to a 5 5 ce Pardon 

- vhs, Madam, faid he, if I am (guilty of 
un intruſton ; I ventured to folicit the intereſt 
l che Coumeſi in my favor. The firſt mo- 
ment I ſaw you T was charmed by your ap- 
11 * 4 pearance ; ; 
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pearance; every day, every hour, that L have 


had the pleaſure of being in your company, 


has confirmed that prepoſſeſſion. I am con- 


ſcious of my deficiencies, of my want of 


attraction, for ſo young and amiable a woman, | 
for I am; ſeven years on the wrong fide of 
thicty ; but my cemper is cheerful ; I have 
good health, and every poſſible inclination to 
ſtudy the happineſs of the woman, Who will 
condeſcend to accept of my hand. Permit 
me to uſe my endeavours to deſerve: 11 


ſavour and n Nn 


This addreſs, "4 contrary to Dada e had 
expected, after his conference with the Coun- 
teſs, greatly ſurpriſed Adelaide; but endea- 
vouring to collect herſelf, and not à little 


| pleaſed with the politeneſs he obſerved to- 


wards her, after a little e ne n this 


| Ts N45, ar | 


4 1 feed myſelf TRIS 8 a 
ions to /you, ſir, ſor the diſtinction you . 
onor me. with. The Counteſs has reported 


— 1 ' B *q 1 ro 


ro Tus 0 1 or 


to me your ſentiments in my fivor; i ex: 
comes me to be perfeftly candid on this 
occaſion, I am ſuperior to falſe pride, and 
therefore frankly tell you, I am without 
friends or fortune; without a ſingle advan» 
tage, but an education that has taught me 
to know myſelf, Even my name is aſſumed ; 
the misfortunes. of my family are ſacred, but 
they are inſuperable obſtacles to my forming 
a connection with any gentleman, I am an 
unfortunate orphan; the ſituation I am now 
placed in, I am ſenſible is ill calculated for- a 
young woman like me; it may give me a 
taſte for the world; where I have no pre- 
tenſions to become a member; I blame 
myſelf for accepting the kind protection of 
the Counteſs; I ought to have preferred a 
Convent, that yet muſt be my reſource. I 
thank you, ſir, ſor your. favorable opinion 
of me. I will not ſay that I am unde ſerving of 
it, for my principles are juſt and virtuous ; 
but the circumſtances. attached to me, muſt 
ſor ever preclude me from recevng; od 
benefit by dt Union | 


| Here 
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| Here ſhe ſtopt, ſurpriſed at the proncplh- 
_ with which ſhe had Honey” 


Don e che governor, litened very 

attentively, and with marks of great admira- 
tion; he was a man of nice honor, and ſtrong 
feelings ;. he had all the gallantry natural to a 
Spaniard, without any of that pride which 
formerly diſagreeably characteriſed that na- 
tion; in him it was a greatneſs of ſoul, that 
gave birth to the moſt noble ſentiments; a 
_ ſuſceptible heart, and an admirer of youth 


and beauty. He had been engaged in many 
little amours, but had never ſeen a woman to- 


his taſte for a laſting connection, till he be- 

held Adelaide. Her unaſſuming good ſenſe, 
delicacy and modeſty, united with a lovely 
perſon, had entirely captivated his heart; nor- 
did her preſent conduet at all tend to NE 
his eſteem, 


ce I have heard you, Madam,“ ſaid ho, 
* with concern, becauſe the ſubje& muſt be 
painful to you; but I am convinced a young 
SS | Woman, 


a2. 8 n GIRL OF 


woman, ebe of ſo much Fanknefs and 
honor, deſerves a much higher rank than 1 
have the power to offer you; and the very 
circumſtantes that may be ſuppoſed to make 


againſt you, in my opinion, increaſe your 


- conſequence, ' and throw ' me; at a greater 
dliſtanoe from the honor I ſolicit. But I be- 
ſrech you to take time to reflect; I entreat 
you to accept of a name, of a rank and for- 
tune, wich the tendereſt endeavours of an 
obliged man, to make you forget the mis- 


fortunes that only render you more reſpect- 


able in my eyes. I pledge my honor, which 
is ſacred, never to pry into any one circum- 
ſtance that has befallen yourſelf or family; I 
am convinced my offer can do you no honor, 
but I will exert myſelf to repair the injuſtice 
of fortune, and to deferve your eſteem.” 


With a low bow he quitted the toom, and 
left Adelaide more aſtoniſhed and perplexed 
en ever ſhe had been in her life, | 


He breeds the Countels,. 


89 < | « Well 
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e Well, e, what laps your Dul- 

cines to you 2? 1 5501500 ae. 
% Your chanting n friend, Madam,” I 
anſwered he, with an air of dignity, © has 


impreſſed me with the higheſt reſpect for 
her ; aſter your information, preſumed not 
to aſk her any queſtions that would wound 
her delicacy; I am convinced her birth is 
not diſgraceful; but be it what it may, ſhe 
will ennoble any name; ſhe will dignify any 
, ſtation ; and if ſhe can be prevailed upon to 
honor me with her hand, I ſhall feel myſelf 
the moſt obliged and happieſt of men. 

My God!” cried ſnhe, “ is it poſſible 
a Spaniſh nobleman would really marry a 
little adventurer, who dares not avow her 
name. Be aſſured you are miſtaken in think- 
ing her family re ſpectuble; no young woman 
would make a ſecret of any circumſtance that 
could do her credit; I know the world too 
well to believe it: if her father ever was a 
man of any conſequence, he had certainly 
been diſgraced and proſcribed, or he never 
0 ove re ſided in ſuch a deſolate place.“ 
« Admitting 


4 


* 
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% Admitting what you ſay to be eve,” 

replied he, * a liberal mind muſt be above 
the abſurd prejudice, of thinking that diſ- 
grace muſt be attached to her; I, at leaft; 
have no ſuch narrow ideas; I care not who; 
or what her father was; ſhe has honour and 
integrity, and her acceptance of me I ſhall 
conſider as the higheſt diſtinction; therefore, 
dear Madam, give me your intereſt, and influ- 
ence, if poſſible, "_ . n in "y | 
ſavour. ” | 


The a had ſcarcely taken his leave, 
before! her woman came in; this wonian, 
accuſtomed to be a party in all her lady's 
ſecrets, had ever looked upon Adelaide with 
| a jealous eye, leſt ſhe ſhould ſupercede her 
in a place that had given her ſome conſe- 
- quence ; ſhe knew well the diſpoſition-of the 
Counteſs, and came now to communicate a 
ſecret, that ſhe was certain muſt turn to the 
Prejudice of __ luppoſee nyal. Li 


I think 


„ think it my duty to acquaint your 
Ladyſhip with ſome intelligence that will 
ſurpriſe you. Sancho, the ſervant of Don 
Felix, was laſt night at the governor's, where 
he got a little intoxicated, and then came here 
to wait for his maſter. He was mighty free 
in talking, and our Antoine obſerved, © that 
his maſter the Don muſt be very much in 
love to follow his lady here, and that very ' 
likely a —_— might ** a ſtop: to our 
travels.“ ä 
Marriage, cried Sassrtit ce no, 0 
my maſter won't think of that, I believe; he 
loves a pretty girl to be ſure, and is much 
ſmitten with the young lady. Sancho,” fays 
he, © I muſt have that lovely creature, I ſee 
ſhe is a dependant upon the Counteſs, but 
we muſt go cautiouſly to work, otherwiſe the 
pride and vanity of the lady will blow up all 
my ſchemes; ſo the next day we ſet off, and 
- PI warrant you he'll carry his point.“ This, 
Madam, Antoine repeated to me juſt now, 
and ſo there is no doubt but there is an in- 
ed between Don * and this young 


girl, 
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gitl, your ladyſhip zook in charity, and who 
vill turn out baſe and ungrate ful. f 


8 f 
Surpriſe is too poor a word to expreſs the 
feelings of the Counteſs, on this de velope· 
ment of Don Felix's motives for the gallan- 

try which ſhe had given herſelf full credit 
ſor. Rage, indignation and revenge, took 
poſſeſſion of her ſoul: that an inſignificant 
girl ſhould have made too ſuch conqueſts, 

and her ſuperior claims to admiration, prove 
but ſecondary objects for the attentions on 
which ſhe had valued herſclf, were ſuch mor- 
tifying reflections, that ſhe inſtantly reſolved 
the innocent and unfortunate cauſe of her diſ- 
appointment, ſhould ſeverely repent her pre- 
ſumption. Certain looks which Don Felix 
could not always command, had, before this, 
given her ſome alarm; but the lighting many 
ner in which he had lately mentioned her, 
had done away her firſt ſuſpicions. The 
governor's application to her had been made 
while ſhe was under the firſt amprefions, and 
e then * of getting rid af her, 
| though 
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though ſhe regretted the offer was fo advan- 
tageous ; the ſubſequent converſation with 
Don Felix, had given a different turn to her 
We ail ſhe now wiſhed to retain and 
mortify her for her preſumption, in refuſing 
to diſcloſe her ſtory, and inſolence in declin- 
ing to 'marry the governor. But what was 
now to be done ? If ſhe withdrew her pro- 
tection, Don Felix would take her into his: 
ſhe could not force her to marry Don Lopez, 
nor did ſhe wiſh her to be ſo well ſettled; 
yet now that he appeared ſo abſurd, at to 
wave all further inquiries, and offer to marry 
an unknown and indigent: girl, ſhe had ſittle 
doubt but that ſhe would 2 RO him. 


In projponian as me grew to fear this le 
girl, ſhe began to hate her; ſhe was young, 
handſome, and re ſpectable in her ſentiments | 
and manners; unpardonable © crimes in the 
eyes of a woman; who had the wiſh, if not the 
power of making unbounded © conqueſts; 
whoſe vanity and ſelf-deluſion ſtill flattered 
her charies had charms, and who ſought, by 
arrogance | 


— 
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arrogance and deception, to cover the crimes: 
and follies which had marked her youthful 
days; and from her preſent rank in liſe, to 

claim that attention her conduct and manners 
no ways entitled her to. What a dangerous 
inmate had ſhe taken charge of how bit- 
terly did ſhe repent being drawn in, to make 
a companion of one who dared to- think, and 
act for herſelf, when ſhe had expected to find 
a humble, mortified, obliged girl, that would 
ſubmit to her ſelſ· conſequence, and be W 
dient to her f commantite : 


Mind, ber womanz | failed not to W 
* by t the diſpleaſure ſhe had raiſed againſt Ade- 
laide, and accepted, with joy, the honorable 
employment ok: being a ſpy upon. Don Felix, 
and the object other hatred, 


5 When Adelaide 0 to her We 
after the converſation with the governor, ſhe 
began to reflect ſeriouſly on the noble and 
diſintereſted offer, ſo unexpectedly and une- 
quivocably made to her; ſne ſtond alone in 
| ; the 


| 
l 
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the worlds without a friend or protector: the 


tineſs and contempt ; little did ſhe feel in- 
clined to love or reſpect her; and to travel 
in the ſuite of one, who had in ſuch early days 
aſſumed the miſtreſs, rather than the gentle 


friend, was what her ſpirit revolted againſt. 0 


She was now offered rank and independence 
with a worthy character ſhe eſteemed, but 
ſhe felt not any preference for him. A re- 
collection and a ſigh ſhe could not ſuppreſs, 
brought Poor Lewis before her, as ſne had 
left him in the cavern, without the leaſt poſ- 
ſible chance that ſſre ſhould ever ſee him 
again; ſhe placed the ſigh to the account of 
compaſſion; endeavoured to baniſh the idea, 
wee eg M el 


2 When ſhe had en ah ——_ every 


proſpect that was before her, ſhe concluded 
that it would be more-honorable to accept of 


q Habella's generous offer, and retire to a2 


Convent, than either marry a worthy man, 
without. a'decided preference in his favour, 
* 


Counteſs had already treated her with haugh- _ 
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* . Ll " * - | 1 * - k 
or continue to receive obligations from a 
woman, who ſeemed inclined to make her 


feel the full 'weight 'of them, and perhaps 


exact compliances the could not, conſiſtent 


PT with her own feelings, accord with. 


Under this impreſſion, ſhe wrote, without 


further heſitation, to Iſabella, and opened her 


ſituation and intentions without reſerve; 
e entreated her advice and afliſtance to eſcape 
from the ryranny of che Counteis, and the 
temptation of un offer ſhe ought not to accept, 
when kee ee e ee PI 


'} 


q Suites Hei TY I POP ACIE 9 5 | 


Countef, ſhe was obliged to ſtudy how it 


might be carried to the poſt, hen very ops. . 


pertunely Antoine ſummoned her to dinner ; 
ſhe gave him the letter, and requeſted” he 
 Frould convey it for ber. He readily aſſured 
her he would take it immediately after the 
dinner was over; and in the hope that ſhe 
n ſoon = freed from her preſent diſ- 

_ agreeable 


alt - a ear aD@Þ# * oa. in 
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agreeable ſituation, ſhe entered the room with - 
a more cheerful air r than common. 1 

The. governor and Don Felix, were at 
table; every eye was turned upon her; ſhe 
felt abaſhed, but took her ſeat. Soon after f ; 
ſhe met the eyes of the lady; the look of = 
indignation and ſcorn ſtruck poor Adelaide to | 
the heart, and ſoon. clouded the expreſſion of | 
her countenance. ; | 


Don Lopez rroated her with more chan 
common reſpect, which was redoubled on 
obſerving the negligence of the Counteſs. 
Don Felix kept an excellent guard on his 
words and actions, but now and then gave her 
ſuch looks, as explained the: nature of his 


ſentiments, \ 


; That evening there was to be a ball at the 
caſtle, which the governor gave in honour 
of the ſtrangers. Etiquette required he 


bot attach himſelf to the Counteſs, nor 
could 


— IE ATE a ES "AE 0 — — — 
— —̃ —a— 
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dould the poſſibly refuſe it, though very 


repagnant's to her wiſhes, | 


cr You will have a lazy companion,” ' aid 
ſhe, * I cannot dance much.“ | 

« Oh,” replied he, you can reſt ſome- 
times; beſides, we will change attendance, 
and Don Felix, when you are weary of me, 


| will . give you freſn ſpirits” | 


This intimation pleaſed her; Don Felix 


turned with an air of inference towards 
Adelaide. 


« Will you ae me the honor of being 
your eſcort ?” 


« T am obliged to you, fir,” anſwered ſhe, 


= but I do not dance; I am perfe&tly 3 


ſtranger to the Spaniſh dances, nor have I 


ſpirits for the diverſion at preſent.” 


« Perhaps, child, ſaid the Counteſs, 


ſneeringly, you have never been bn nfl to 
dance.“ 2 N 


ö 
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* Yes, madam, 1 have,” anſwered ſhe, 
but it was many years ago, and the ſolitude 


in which I lived, afforded no opportunities for 


practice; yet if it will be abſolutely neceſſary 
I ſhould dance, though not a matter of choice, | 


-I dare fay, after a little obſervation, I any be 
able to follow the lead. 2 | 


he" MN ik an ie NG Kaki 
hurt by the ſneer thrown out by the other. 


e Oh, by no means,” cried the Counteſs, 
you are perfectly at Ee to follow me 
; Ion inclinations.” 

«© Undoubtedly,” aid the governor, ee but 


l ſhall feel much e e you find 
ho amuſement,” . 


Or that! do not doubt, - anfiverd Ade= 
ane 6 J always feel pleaſure 1 in 122 others 


The e kabjets W but it did not eſcape 
the obſervation of either gentlemen; both 


9 by the Ry and air of aw. 
£44 . | Bk which 
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which ſhe afamed for the moment, and bath 
were convinced this * little friendleſs ad- 
„ venturer,” had a mind ſuperior to the ſitua- 
tion in which fortune had. placed her. The 
noble minded governor was anxious to tranſ- 
plant this neglected flower into ak ſoil, 
where ſhe might boom under his foltering 
care, and confer honour on her r | 


Den Felix was equally deſirous of <5 
the maſter of ſuch a jewel; but he had ſpent 
the early part of his life with an uncle in 

France: he had imbibed all the licentious 
gallantry of that gay nation, which was mixed 
with the pride and ſelf· conſequence, hut with 


only a ſmall ſhare: of that ſtri& probity and 


honour, ſo n, met with in the n 
| ae, | ' 


How to get 1 of Adelaide, accu- 
pied the chief part of his reveries: he had no 
idea that ſhe could poſſibly reſiſt him, when 
he was at liberty to pay his devoirg ta her; 
but he underſtood enough of the diſpoſition 


L 
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df 1 prote&reſs, to be convinced, ahy public 


attentions to her would mar all his ſchemes. 


He was alarmed ad the governor's intentions, 
and reſolved to perfuade the Counteſs to pur- 


Tue her journey, -and leave Eſtella with all 
ſ 4 2 


+ 


In the evening, the governor had a very 


brilliant aſſembly ; and after ſome refreſh- 


ments, the dancing was opened with a fandango, 


the favourite dance among the Spaniards. 
At firſt Adelaide was amuſed, but in à ſhort 


time diſguſted, and could not help feeling tie 


greateſt ſurpriſe, that a nation ſo decorous and 
correct in moſt points, ſhould tolerate a ſtyte, 


of dancing, in her eyes extremely indelicate. 


The Counteſs had her vanity abundantly 


gratified, by the marked attention of the 


company; nor was her young protogee neg- 


lected: on the contrary, all the gentiemen 


did homage to her charms, and the N 8 


A partiality 1 not of pals een 


vol. 11. | C Dea py | 


— 
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Donna Padilla de Lamas, Aa : lady of ſome 
rank in Eſtella, had long flattered herſelf with 
being the object ol che governor's adorations: 
this evening convinced her of her ſelf- delu- 
ſion, and ſhe was inconceivably mortified at 
the diſcovery, having lived to the age of 
forty without being married. Her hatred to 
the innocent cauſe of her diſappointment 
roſe in proportion to the attentions of Don 
Lopez, and fhe reſolved to cultivate an 
acquaintance with the Counteſs, that ſhe 
might have an opportunity to throw obſtacles 
in the way of this amour. Wich this view, 
ſhe paid that lady a thouſand civilities, and 
mentioned her intention of paying her re- 
ſpects to her the ne 


The Counteſs had Hue many years in the 
great world, and was no common obſerver of 
men and manners: ſhe preſently compre- 
hended the motives for this politeneſs: ſhe 
had marked the direction of her eyes, and the 
expreſſion of them towards Adelaide : ſhe 

| ſaw r and a in every glance, and 
N A "at 


| 


/ 
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felt r no ſmall pleaſure i in the idea of an aſſo- 
ciate, who would join to humble and mortify 
this proud inſignificant girl, who more than 
divided with her the general admiration. 
The advances of Donna Padilla were hand- 
ſomely received, and a few minutes ſerved to 
ſet aſide the national gravity of the one, and 
give more than uſual freedom and animation 
to the other. | 


Before the evening cloſed, they were quite 
intimate. The Spaniſh lady addreſſed herſelf 
now and then to Adelaide: ſhe was polite, 
but reſerved: ſhe was not in ſpirits; Don 
Felix had ſeized a moment to uſe ſome very 
tender, though equivocal expreſſions to her; 
the governor openly diſplayed his admiration: 
ſhe was the object of general attention, yet 
ſeemed a poor ſolitary being, who filled a 
place in that company, without a name vt 
rank to give her conſequence. The natural 
inquiries that would be made, ſhocked her: 
ſhe was one whom nobody knew, and a 
| C-2 _, dependant 
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dependant on the capricious bounty of 1. 
Bay lady. 


a 
& 
4 


Theſe ideas occupied her mind entirely; 
and threw an air of ſolemnity over 165 coun- 
denance. 


— 


1 You afe not happy,” ſaid the governor, 
who had. been attentively obſerving her; 
* your mind partakes not of the gaiety that 
reigns here: ah! why will you not confide 
your happineſs to the care of a man, whoſe 
boſom would be a facred repoſitory of your 
griefs, and the ftudy of whoſe life would be 
do remove every cauſe of ſorrow, and reſtore 


you to happincs, > 


r LD affected by thoſe 
words, and the affectionate tone in which they 
were uttered : the with difficulty 2 


her tears. 


. I owe Fs mbch, fir,” ſaid the, * for 
this kindneſs; this is not a proper place to 
py 3 


Lo 
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_ ſpeak; I ſhall have the honour of ſeeing you 


to-morrow.” 


The governor, bowed: with an air of tranſ- 
port; willing to flatter himſelf he conceived 
hope from her words, and retired to make his. 
more general devoirs, with a countenance 
that denoted his ſatisfaction. No part of this 
ſcene eſcaped the malicious obſervers, though + 
they could not hear the words: nor were the 
jealous eyes of Don Felix unemployed: he 


watched for an opportunity to ſpeak. _ | 
ſerved by the Counteſs. 


2 e Ah! beautiful Adelaide, how. I envy” 5 | 


1 2 Lopez; his looks are too expreſſive 
not to explain that he has the happineſs of 
being well received: What then muſt be- 
come of me, and others that adore you?” _ 

« I do not underſtand you, fir,” faid ſhe, 
coldly ; both your conjectures and conclu- 
Bons are perfectly erroneous,” _ 


s . 


„ ON. 
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She left him, and returned to the Counts. 


6 Really, child, one would ſuppoſe you 

were in the houſe of mourning, rather than. 
| partaking i in a ſcene of feſtivity: your features 
wear gloom enough to damp the pleaſure of 
the patty.” 
I ſhould be extremely forry do #6,” 
anfwered Adelaide, © but I am of too little 
conſequence to influence the fptrits of any 
dne in this company.” Ihe was hurt at the 
manner of the obſervation, and the ſneer ſhe 
faw Joined | in by Donna Padilla. 


When they returned home from dit 
entertainment, Adelaide haſtened to her 
apartment; there, retired to her pillow, ſhe 
fevolved on her perplexing ſituation. On 
the friendſhip of the Countefs ſhe could 
have no dependance: the conduct of Don 
Felix highly diſpleaſed ber: his duplicity 
gave her a bad opinion of his heart: he 
certainly ſtudied to make the Counteſs ſatis- 
fled with his attentions. to her; and in her 

preſence 


* 
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preſence was extremely guarded in his words 
and looks to herſelf; at the ſame time that 


he ſeized every opportunity, when the Coun- = 


teſs chaneed to be abſent, to impreſs her with 


a belief, that. he entertained. a violent n | 
for her. n x 


b This petken boded her no ci beck 
ke choſe not to avow ir publicly: and fe 
had ſufficient underſtanding to know, chat a 
concealed preference, in his caſe, _ not, 


be an * one. 


The governor offered þ her an + Meese 
aſylum from every care: ſhe eſteemed, fhe 
reſpected him; but, would it be juſt tu repay 
fuch generous affection with cold regards. 
only * Fhen another idea roſe to her mind; 

this Counteſs, who treats me with ſo litele 
cbnſideration; who even, before ſtrangers, 
aſſumes the look and language of ſuperiority ; 
how will ſhe be mortified, if the governor 


lifts me to a rank equal to her own, without 
obliging me to a difcovery ſhe thinks ſo 
bh 4 eſſential. 


=. 


— 


222 "THE O1 Rb or 


aſſential in -his eyes, and which, MY have no 

doubt, ſhe ſuppoſes. would cover me with 

ſhame and confuſion ?—Does ſhe not deſerve 
that I ſhould triumph over her? The thought 

was momentary ;_ it was the weakneſs of 
human nature ; the purity of her mind in- 
ſtantly rejected it as unworthy of her; and a 
plan more conſiſtent with rectitude occupied 
the remainder of: the night; till a gentle 

 Neep ſtole over her ſenſes, and for a time 
Auſpended all her perplexities. 


The. following morning brought Donna. 
Puadilla to the Counteſs's toilet; her pene- 
tration had diſeerned the ruling paſſion which 
animated that lady, and the avenues to her 
eſteem and confidence : expreſſions of adni- 
tation for the enchanting Counteſs were 
laviſhly beſtowed, and were paid back with 
intereſt by the delighted lady: reciprocity 
of ſentiment produced equal regards, and the 
prettieſt compliments in the world were | 
bandied about from one to the other. Pity . 
ſuch a W theme aud ever be en- | 

? FA : o haufted. 3, 


3 


— 
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hauſted; but ſo it was: from praiſing each, - 
other, they fell into converſation relative ta 
an inſignificant being, whom FI wied 
without mercy.. | 


% My 1 Counteſs, who is this young 
perſon in your ſuite, that you treat ww "a 
much kindneſs # ; | 
L Youaſka queſtion, my dear ns chat, | 
ſtrange to ſay, I cannot anſwer : it muſt a- 
pear very extraordinary to you,. that I Kno-.’ 
not who, or what ſhe is.“ 


Then, without any heſitation, ſhe related 
all ſhe knew of Adelaide's- ſituation; con- 
cluding with, Compaſſion and the Hermit's 
entreaties, induced me to take her under my 

| protection, ſuppoſing that ſhe would be grate- 

| ful and uſeful : fooliſhly I .have introduced. 

| her into company, and have lifted her into 

conſequence. that has turned her brain, I be- 

; lie ve, for ſhe grows inſolent and aſſuming.” 

Ihe ridiculous attentions of the gover- 
nor and. Don Felix have intoxicated her 

1 J vanity; 
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vanity ; and 1 ſhould not wonder if te little 
adventurer expects to be a woman of rank.” 


This obfervation drew on a'circumftantial 
. account of the conferences between Don 


Lopes, herſelf and Adelaide. 


ce How?” cried Donna Padilla, when 
the Counteſs concladed, <* Could he poſſibly 
degrade himſelf by an offer of marriage to an 
obſcure, unknown girl, without a ſingle re- 
quiſite to claim any man's notice, but her 
youth! and ſhe, ſhe to refuſe him; refuſe 
ſuch a man! depend upon it, hers is a very 
black ſtory, which ſhe dares not run the 
hazard of having diſcovered, as it might be, 
if ſhe was elevated into diſtinction.? 

„ think exactly as you do,” anſwered 
the Counteſs, © and heartily wiſh I could get 
rid of her, without throwing her in the way 
of thoſe gentlemen, whoſe folly has made her 
impertinent and ungrateful.” 

Indeed,“ returned Padilla, © to place 
her _ — and provide for her 
| e 
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ſupport in a proper retirement, is the fureſt. 15 
way to fulfil the charge you have raſhly taken 
upon yourſelf. —A Convent * to _ her 
aſylum.” a e 

« But 1 cannot obiles * to enter one; 
faid the Counteſs, ad if I diſmiſs her from 
me, the quixotiſm of the goyernor will take 
advantage of that eircumſtance, to e 
her into a union with him.. 

« Perſuade her!” exclaimed Padilla; as 
black eyes darting fire; © ſuch-a creature to 
be entreated to form an alliance with him — 
I have no patience at the idea:—my- dear 
Counteſs, give your concurrence to my plans, 
and I'll foon rid you of this little imperti- 
nent, who faſcinates with her youth and affec- 
tation, to the prejudice of ſuperior charms, 
and will ſting the heart of her benefactreſs. 


The Counteſs was going to reply, in words 
of grateful exultation, for the kindneſs of her 
new friend, when Adelaide entered the 
room, with an air of ſoft dignity; an ex- 
en ſo intereſting in her countenance, 
. C %4k 0 
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that both ladies ſhrunk at her e fora: 
moment, abaſhed at their baſe deſigns ; till 
envy and jealouſy: again recalled their ſpirits, 
and n their e * p 


. You. are late in your anc I. 
think,” ſaid the Counteſs, haughtily ; while 
Donna Padilla returned a ſtiff, ſupercilious. 
bow, to the ee * 5 ta 
A 


'1 


Hurt by _ reflection, ſhe. 1 for 
hos remiſſueſs, by ſaying, “ that ſhe had no 
reſt the firſt part oſ the night, and had dropt 
_ at a very. late hour, forgetful of the 
0 Such late hours, and enterrainments 
are not, I believe, ſuited to you, returned 
the Counteſs, coldly ; © therefore I ſhall not 
aſk you to attend me to ſuch in future... You. 
have been accuſtomed to riſe with the, day, I 
* ſuppoſe, and go to bed at its cloſe. You 
may do ſo ſtill if you like; I ſhall not detain 

Jou to our little ſupper parties in future. 
cc « Oh) | 


_ 
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MS Oht” by no means,” cried Donna; 
Padilla, ſmiling maliciouſly ; your little pro 
ſegde is unacquainted with the great world: 
when perſons are liſted out of the ſphere they 
have been accuſtomed to, their health and 


underſtanding is too generally the ſacrifice.” 


Petrified by the behaviour and words of 
the two ladies, for a few minutes Adelaide 
could not articulate a ſentence: her boſom 
ſwelled. with indignation, and native pride 
ſtruggled to ſpeak the feelings of her ſoul. 


Prudence, however, ſtept in, to- meliorate 
the ſeverity that trembled on her lips. 


co I know not, madam,” faid ſhe, adrett 
ſing the Counteſs, how I have deſerved to 
incur your diſpleaſure: my heart acquits me 


of any intention to do ſo; and the trivial 


fault of ſleeping an hour too long, when I 
have apologized for it, is of too futile a nature 


to draw upon me that ſcorn, ſo expreſſive in 


your words and manner. This lady, how- 


wer, can claim no right to inſult me: as a 


ſtranger, IB bi 


ei Ori tome. 


ranger, I paid my reſpects to her; 7 

the may be as little entitled to them, as I am 

far from being a proper object of her wit 

and ridicule. Whatever my ſphere of liſe 
has been, my heart has undergone no changes: 

tis an honeſt and a grateful one; diſpoſed to 

pay you, madam,-every attention your kind 
neſs ns a right to expect.” 


She wraed; and haſtily quitted the room; 
refentment could no loriger ſuppreſs her tears, 
at a reception ſo mortifying. f 


The ladies ober at ih other with for 
priſe and ſecret confuſion. 


cc Upon my word,” cried Padilla, ce this 
muſt be ſome princeſs in diſguiſe: the age of 
romance is returning again; we ſhall have 
wandering princeſſes; valiant knights; en- 
chanted caſtles, and all the wonderful atchieve- 
ments of Amadis de Gaul, revived in the 
perſons of Don Felix and the Governor; 
8 are the modern heroes, deſtined to 
deliver 


o 
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defiver this peerleſs dy from your chains, 
and reſtore her to her honours.” 
e Raillery apart,” faid the Counteſs, 
„ Did you ever ſee ſuch an air of conſe - 
quence, as the girl aſſumed? I bluſh for her 
treatment of you” of 
« Oh pray, madam,” returned Padilla,. 
&« give yourſelf no concern; the young lady: 
has only confirmed my prejudices, and given. | 
abſolute decifion to my intended plan.“ 8 
“ Yes, my dear madam, this proud little 
creature ſhall. ſoon. be removed to your: 
ſatlafzetion. 


Adelaide flew back to her apartment, and 
gave vent to the ſorrow and indignation that 
oppreſſed her. © Oh, my ſweet, amiable - 
Ifabella !” cried ſhe, “ haſten, haſten to my 
relief: let me find an aſylum in ſome obſcufe 
corner of the earth: let me watch the mid- 
night bell,. and tread upon the manſions of. 
the dead, rather than be inſulted with favours, , 
and branded with ingratitude. Painful in 
the extreme, were the retroſpections that 

. obtruded 


% 
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| abtruded upon her mind; as facie 
cheering hope, that Donna. Iſabella would 
ſoon realize the kind promiſes ſhe had made 

to her at parting, her-reaſon might have funk 

under the conflicts of her feelings. 


tad trons that 
with her company at dinner: the two gen- 
tlemen alſo attended; and when Adelaide 
obeyed the ſummons, and entered the room, 
to take her place at the table, every eye was 
turned upon her: the anxiety, of her mind 
was pourtrayed in her expreſſive counte - 
nance: ſhe endeavoured to aſſume a tranquil 
air, but was too artleſs to ſucceed... | 


The SA tenderly inquired if ſhe was 
not well: - Don Felix. looked the ſame 
queſtion. . 


1 Not perſectly ſo,” ſhe ren. 1 but 
her. diſorder Was of a trifling nature,” 


- as 


* 
* 
She 
4 
* «* 
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She tried to eat: to look with compoſure 
on the two ladies, who purſued their ungene- 
rous plan; and by a number of ſtudied, mor- 
 tifying.obſervations, which. ſhe clearly under- 
ſtood, gave her the moſt heart - felt pain. The 
moment ſhe could, with propriety, withdraw, 
ſhe. left the room, She had been ſeated 
about an hour, loſt in painful reflections, 
when ſome one knocked at the door; open- 
ing it, ſne beheld the governor; and before 
ſhe could refuſe him — he came in, 
ny ſhut ie door. l 


. Be not t armed, 3 Adelaide; „* 
ſaid he, © but hear me as a friend: I ſee you 
are unhappy; tell me ingenuouſly if my 
application for your favour has cauſed you 
any additional forrow'? I am ſo deeply inte- 
reſted for your happineſs, that I can very 
readily facrifice my own, to enſure yours. 
If any happy man has preceded me in your 
heart, ſee me ready to aſſiſt your wiſhes, 
which ever way they point. —If tis your 

1 ſatuation with the Counteſs that hurts your 

| | . 
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feelings, for 1 have attentively watched Wr 
treatment of you, behold me devorad to 


your ſervice, perfectly diſintereſted in my 
views to make you happy. If you will con- 
deſcend to accept my hand, J will imme- 


diately ſnatch you from a ſituation ſa unwor= 


thy of you :—if, unhappily, your heart ſpeaks. 
not in my favour, I have a ſiſter, who lives a. 
tew miles. from hence, who wilt receive and 
cherith you as a bleſting. She, ſome years 
ſince, loſt her only child: I wiſhed her to 
refide with me, but the company I am obliged 
to ſee was an inſuperable objection: ſhe 
lives in the fociety of a very few friends, and 
à companion like you wilt conſtitute a feli- 
City, ſuch as ſhe ſcarcely can hope to enjoy. 
Speak, madam, if you can make me happy; 
the ſtudy of my life ſhalt be dedicated to- 
render you fo. If fortune ſtands between 


you and happineſs with another man, as a. 


father I will remove that difficulty, If you 
will honour my ſiſter with your company, I 


promiſe never to intrude upon you without 
permiſſion ;—give me the pleaſure of teſtoring 


wg. ©” <<. 
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to you eranquillity and affluence, and it ſhall 
be done in any manner hal D's to 
Wen, 


dere the generous Don EP ſtopped, 

waiting for an anſwer. Overcome with every 
feeling of furpriſe and gratitude, when ſhe 
attempted to ſpeale, the words died on her 
tongue; ſhe burſt into tears, which relieved 
the oppteſſion on her boſom; and, after a 
few minutes of affecting ſilence, ſhe endea- . 
voured to make the TY ep 
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heart, is impoſſible; language cannot deſeribe 
them: yours is indeed, fir, a heart of uncom- 
mon worth, and it grie ves me unſpeakably - 
that J have only thanks to offer, for goodneſs 
fo exalred.—Y ou have aſked, and you claim 
my confidence: every particular that is known 
to the Counteſs, you ſhall be acquainted . 
with : the name of my family, and the mis- 
fortunes which clouded my early days, muſt 
temen in my boſom: yet believe me, mis- 

fortunes, 
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fortunes, and. the crimes of others, not any. 
attached to- e. family, have er all 
on diſtreſſes. ; 


bhbe then entered upon her ſtory, from the 
day that her father had loft himſelf in his. 
_ evening's ramble, to their arrivalat Eſtella; — 
told him of Iſabella's kindneſs, and the letter 
ſhe had written to her; and concluded with. 
faying, * that ſhe reſolved to abide the reſult 
af that application; and, if an aſylum could 
be procured for her in a Convent, in that 
retirement ſhe would ſpend the remainder of 
her days. — But if, from circumſtances ſhe 
could not foreſee, ſhe was diſappointed in 
that hope, and his fiſter would condeſcend to 
receive her, ſhe would give a proof of her. 
eſteem” and gratitude, of her reliance on his, 
honour, by ſoliciting the protection of a 
Ady, whoſe NT. he had taught her to. 
eſteem. | wt 


e Den Lopez heard her to the end, = 
che leaſt interruption, though much agitated, 
| age; | e 


S® 
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at many parts of her ſtory. Aſtoniſhment 
and admiration of her good ſenſe, courage, 
and dignified ſentiments, ſo uncommon at 
her age, and ſo early in life deprived of the 
advantages of education, and a tender mo- 
ther, kept him ſilent ſome minutes after ſhe 
had done ſpeaking, gazing attentively upon 
ben eee 


When recovered from the emotions that 
overpowered him; © I am flattered by your 
confidence, charming Adelaide, and admire 
your conduct and ſentiments ſo greatly, that 
1 think myſelf entirely undeſerving of you: 


neither can I approve that merit like yours 


ſhould be buried in the gloom of a Convent. 
Let me entreat you, then, to make my ſiſter 7 
happy in ſuch a friend and companion; reſtore . 
to her the child ſhe has loſt, and find your 
on peace in contributing to hers: ſhe will 
know how to appreciate your ſociety, and 
you will confer eternal obligations on her and 


me. Conſent, amiable Adelaide, to malee 
me ineſtimable in my own eyes, by placing 


you - 


46 | THE GIRL OF * 


you in a ſituation, where you will obtain 
_— and affection. 


Ar that moment tears of gratitude fell from 
her eyes: he had taken her hand, and reſpect- 


fully kiſſed it: the door of the room was 


opened, and the Counteſs, with — 
Padilla, ſtood before them. | 


Adelaide Rarted up, * great confuſion : 


ſcorn, and a malicious triumph, marked the 
Features of the former :—in Donna PadHla's 


eyes, rage, envy and ſpite, from every glance ; 


the governor was a little ſurpriſed, but he 


was the moſt collected of the party, and was 


going to ſpeak, when the Counteſs burft out 
into invectives. 


. So, miſs, this is your affected indiſpo- 

ſition; to afford an excuſe for retiring, and 
indulging i in a ſhameful tete à tere! upon my 
word, a pretty amour has been carried on, 
and concluded, under my roof; and I have 
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been made the dupe of a pretended honour- 
able offer—ungrateful | unworthy girl!” 

« Hold, madam ;” faid the governor, with 
ſpirit, do not make uſe of epithets, or be- 


have to this young lady, in a manner you will 
bluſh for, when you know how much you | 


injure her.“ 
e Young lady ! ” exclaimed the © el 


« ſay, rather, a little infamous adventurer, * 


whom [I have taken out of charity, and who 


has diſgraced me by her ſcandalous conduct: 


I have long ſeen through her arts, and am 


now convinced of her infamy.“ 


<« Infamy!“ repeated Adelaide, and with 
a heavy ſigh ſhe fell back in her chair; and 
would have fallen ſenſeleſs to the ground, had 


not Don Lopez ſupported her. The ſuſ- 


penſion of ſenſe was very tranſient ; ſhe ſoon 
opened her cyes, cough ſhe could not ſpeak. 


e For ſhame, madam !“ faid the generous 
governor; '< how can you ſtand thus un- 


moved, when you have ſo ſenſibly wounded 


this potable young creature? 


« Reſpectable * 
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Reſpectable! re-echoed Donna Pa- 
dilla; © I am ſorry to ſee that you are a dupe 
to her duplicity ; however, if this reſpectable 


young lady is really ill, we had better leave 


her to the Counteſs's woman.“ 

Not till I ſee her perfectly reſtored, 
ſhall I leave her,“ ſaid he. 

e Yes,” faid Adelaide, n * yes, 

ſir, leave me I beſeech you; 80 wich the 
ladies; do me juſtice.” “ 

« I will obey you,” anſwered he, « Oh 
that you would deign to accept my hand, 
and give me à right to protect you.—Yet, 
whatever may be your determination, I have 
a heart and a hand devoted to * ſervice.” 


With a low bow, he followed the ladies, 
who turned indignantly from the room, diſ- 
pleaſed at ſuch marks of * to the object 
of their . | 


When Adelaide was left to the care of 
Mittand, whom the Counteſs -permitted to 
* called, ſhe gave a looſe to the feelings 
| | ſhe 


of 


„ Th. WOUN PAINS.' - 9 


ſhe had endeavoured to ſuppreſs: ſhe ſaw 
that the ladies would make the moſt of the 
interview they had witneſſed : that both were 
enraged, and little likely to be convinced of 
her innocence,” by any thing the governor 
ſnould urge 1 in her defence. Her reputation 


lay at the mercy of her enemies; and the 


choice of remaining with the Counteſs reſted 
no longer with her. Oppreſſed with the 


moſt painful ſenſations, ſhe had continued in- 


attentive to the officious aſſiduities of Mit- 


tand; at length recovering from her reverie, 
ſhe thanked the woman for her kindneſs, 
and deſired to be left alone, The other, 


finding ſhe was not likely to gain her confi- 


dence, withdrew ; ſecretly exulting, that ſne 
ſhould ſoon be rid of a mn rk rival 1 in FIRE | 


lady's favour. 


Near two hve Adelaide had been a prey 
to the utmoſt inquietude ; when the Coun- 
teſs ſuddenly entered the chamber, 
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« , Pardon-my abruptneſs, my dear child, 


and the diſobliging things which eſcaped me 


in the moment of paſſion. Many vexations 
in life have made my temper irritable and 

' haſty; I acknowledge my error, dear Ade- 
laide ; the governor has convinced me that 
10 are Na blameleſs. | 


2X © NR” OO 


This conceſſion was fo tally . 
that the amiable girl, for a moment, forgot 
every cauſe of diſpleaſure that had occupied 
her mind: ſhe kiſſed the offered hand that 
was extended to her, and thanked the Coun- 
teſs for her kindneſs and candoyr. She ac- 
companied her to the faloon ; Donna Padilla 
roſe, and received her with an attention the 
moſt flattering: the grateful Adelaide felt 
her obligations to the governor, for the kind 
reception he had procured her, and returned, 


with great ſweetneſs, all their uncommon 
civilities. 


3 ES eren — - 


T he ſupper table was attended by the two 


gentlemen : and the I air of Adelaide, 
(Kh with 


71th 
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with the politeneſs of the ladies, was viewed 
with pleaſure by Don Lopez, and ſurpriſe by 
Don Felix: the former was marked in his 


very reſpectſul attentions to her; the latter 


did homage with his eyes, when unobſerved: 
but hisdevoirs were all confined to the Coun- 
teſs, whoſe wit, and more than uſual vivacity, . _ 
gave a lively colouring to her elegant enter- 
tainment. 


When Adelaide retired, and revolved on 
the occurrences of the day, ſhe was equally 
hurt and gratified ;—ſhe reſpected the gene- 
rous governor, but was ſhecked at the inde- 
corous and farcaſtic expreſſions the Counteſs 
had uttered: —and though ſhe had no doubt 
but Don Lopez had influenced that lady to 
make her ſuch an unexpected conceſſion, yet 
there was a capricioulneſs, an inconſiſtency 
of diſpoſition in her conduct, that. precluded 
either eſteem or confidence; and poſſibly the 
following day might ſubje& her to freſh 
inſults. From this apprehenſion. ſhe'was a 
letle relieved, by the enpectation of an 
Daa “d 


ein err or 

anſwer from Iſabella; which, if not favour- 
able to her wiſhes, ſhe reſolved not to heſitate 
in accepting an aſylum with the ſiſter of Don 
Lopez; for no where could ſhe experience 
more caprice, arrogance, and the haughty 
air of confering benefits, which wounds a 


delicate mind, than when under the protec- 
tion of her preſent PO 


The next day Adelaide ele e 
Antoineꝰs return from the poſt-houſe, and 
flew to meet him as he entered the room, 
that her letter might not be delivered before 
the Counteſs :—the precaution was unneceſ- 
ſary; no letter came, and ſhe retired to her 
room under much inquietude. A thouſand 
poſſible occurrences offered themſelves to her 
mind, to account for her diſappointment: 
ſhe” endeavoured to be compoſed ; it was 
only one __ more; doubtleſs ſhe would 
heir THE" oY | 


. Thisday FEAT in a pleaſurible party, 


4 to a very charming natural grotto, formed in 
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the ſide of a neighbouring mountain: the 


. wild flowers that grew round it ſned a deli- 
cious perfume : at a {mall diſtance was a moſt 
. beautiful caſcade, that falling into ſeveral 
little baſons, and from thence breaking down 
the craggy ſides of the rocks, formed a large 


and tranſparent rivulet at the foot of the 
mountain, and divided into ſeveral ſmaller 


ſtreams, that watered the plains between the 
i | e d NO - | 


Though Adelaide felt the pang of diſap- 
pointment, yet ſhe was not ſo abſtracted, as 


to be inſenſible to the beauties that met her 


ſight, or inattentive to the ladies, who vied 


with each other in ſhewing her marks of 


kindneſs: indeed, fo laviſh were they of 


their compliments and careſſes, that ſhe felt 
both ſhame and remorſe, at the coldneſs with 
- which her heart received e b. and 40 


herſelf with ingratituſle. 


Another day now opened upon Adelaide; 
and again the much wiſhed for DIAS | 
| D 3 — "8 
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her mind :—102in ſhe was diſappointed ; and 
the flatterer, hope, no longer formed excuſes, 
or reaſons to account for it. Iſabella was 
either abſent, or had repented of her ſcem- 
ingly generous offer; or elſe her letter had 
fallen into the hands of her parents, and they 
had forbidden the execution of her friendly 
deſign. Well, then,” faid ſhe, with a 
deep ſigh, © to whatever cauſe I owe the 
downfall of my hopes, the event is certain, 
and I muſt give up all expectations of any Ml | 
aſſiſtance from her: - the point now to be 
determined, is, whether 1 ſhall remain with 
the Counteſs, whoſe firſt ſondneſs ſeems to 
be returned, or accept the governor's offer: 
neither was agreeable to her wiſhes ; but ſhe 
was to decide, becauſe the governor would 
expelt her anſwer. Much perplexed, ſhe 
concluded to avoid any converſation on the 
ſubject with Don Lopez, until ſhe had re- 
tired, and meditated on her pillow. 


Once a week it was e with the 
governor to receive viſits in ſorm, and have 
4 þ 4 FM | „ , an 
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an entertainment for gentlemen only : this 
was the day, and Don Felix could not get 
excuſed from being one of the party: he 
complained bitterly to the ladies, of the 
| happy hours he was obliged to loſe, detach- 
7 ed from their focietyz and his charming 
7 Counteſs gave herfelf full credit for the for- 
4 

8 


row he fo well expreſſed :—but politeneſs 

was a rigid exactor, and the neceſſity for his 

abſence unavoidable ; ſhe therefore diſmiſſed 
y him with a tenderneſs, both of words and 
e manner, well calculated to leſſen his chagrin. 
1 | 


0 Donna Padilla, who was now their inſe- 
: WH parable companion, propoſed taking a ſtrole 
je to the grotto before-mentioned, which was 
a {mall diſtance off, though rather a long 
walk for a Spaniſh lady; therefore, as ſne 
ſeemed to conſider the diſtance as nothing, 
e-ſurely the other ladies, more in the "habits f 
walking, could make no objection, 


| Attended only by a ſervant. of Padilla's, 
* proceeded to the foot of the mountain: 
D 4 a thick 
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a thick wood: lay to the left, * on one 
ſide, and extending to another chain of hills, 

which were ſome of them barren, and others 

well wooded. The ladies entered the grotto, 
rambled on the ſides of the mountain, charm- 
ed with the diverſity of natural | beauties 
around them, until the ſun, declining behind 
the tops of the hills, warned them of ap-- 
proaching night; and they thought it neceſ- 
ms to bend their TO towards home. 

T 17 had Wade advanced ten paces be- 
ood the mountain, when three men, maſked, 
were ſeen. to iſſue from the wood, and in- 
ftantly laid hold of the affrighted Adelaide. 
The ladies ſcreamed” as loudly as ſhe did; 


the ſervant bluſtered, and attempted to reſcue 
her; but a piſtol preſented to his head, by 
one of the three men, while the other two | 


bore off the unfortunate girl into the wood, 
effectually ſilenced him, and precluded all 
attempts to recoyer her. When this fellow 
ſaw an aſſociates had ſuccecded, he quickly 


"x 4/42. * fellomed, 
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followed, and left the ladies to lament aloud 
the dreadful fate of their dear: Ne 


—— 


After the firſt ay a lttl fublided, 
the Counteſs obſerved, one thing had 
ſtruck her in the very inſtant of her friglit, 
which was, that though Adelaide ſhiĩeked at 
firſt, yet ſne ſeemed to make no oppoſition, 
nor uttered a word when they were carrying 
her off; from whence ſhe was inclined to 
infer, that the event was not unexpected, or 
that the men were not totally unknown to 
Hir: IF" 555 2 "Lot 
How ſingular,” cried Donna Padilla, 
« that the ſame obſervation faſtened on my 
mind; yet I would not venture to breathe it, 
till ſanctioned by your diſcernment. Pray, 
Clodio, did you ſee the young lady ſtruggle, | 
or repeat her cries?” _ 
« No, Signora, . replied. the rae: 
* ſhe ſeemed quite ſilent.” | : 43 
Indeed, they were perfectly right, for after 
the firſt ſcream, finding herſelf lifted from the 
- D 5. „ „ 
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earth, terrot overcame her ſenſes, and they 
bore her fainting into the wood. The two | 
friends were ſo terrified, and ſo occupied in | 
making ſtrictures on the ſtrange conduct of 
poor Adelaide, that they crept very ſlowly ( 
home, and then thought it neceſſary to exa- 0 
mine the ſervants, to ſee if any ſuſpicious 
circumftances appeared againſt her. Mittand 

- faid, * that ſhe had feen her twice, ſpeaking 
. privately to Antoine.” The man was inter- 
rogated on tte ſubject of this private con- 
ferrence: — he appeared to be greatly con- 
fuſed]; but at length confeſſed, © that he had 
| ſecretly taken a letter for Mademoiſelle Ade- 
laide to the poſt-houſe; and that ſhe had 
met him two days following, in expectation 
-of nn an anſwer; but none had n 5 


This depoſition was ſufficient to criminate 
her; and her dear friends made no ſcruple to 
avow, before all the ſervants, that her whole 
conduct proved ſhe had been carrying on 
Gme ſhameful intrigue ; and was well ac- 


N. wth the plot for carrying her away 
| 3 „ that 
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that evening from their protection: under 
that conviction, it was perfectly unneceſlary 
to alarm their friends, and diſturb the har - 

mony of the governor's entertainment; be- 
cauſe purſuit would be fruitleſs, and the 
object too worthleſs to be ſought after, 


Mittand pretended to recolle& many cir- 
cumſtances that told againſt her; though at 
the time ſhe would not diſtreſs her lady, who 
loved the ungrateful runaway ſo dearly, that 

| ſhe knew it would make her unhappy ; and 

for her part, ſhe had no doubt but Signeur 

Don Felix was in the plot. This opinion 

was neither joined in, nor reprobated : the 

Counteis only obſerved, *© ſhe ſhould be 

better enabled to judge, when ſhe ſaw him 
the next day.” The ſervants were diſmiſſed, = 
and the ladies left to talk over a 1 

en themſelves. 3 


Antoine, 1 2 who had his own ſuſ- 
picions, reſolved to prepare Don Felix for 
his next interview with the ladies; he there- 
* +” 


6% EI RH or 

fore privately haſtened to the governor's, and 
begged leave to ſpeak with that gentleman, 
| Don hers: inſtantly came to: him. ; 


* 


** T beg your pardon, Sei; vie" 1 
onde it my duty to acquaint you, that 
Mademoiſelle Adelaide is ſafely carried off; 
and that our malicious Madame Mittand has 
perſuaded our lady, and the Donna, that you 
have carried her away; and ſo 815 
Carried who away?” exclaimed Don 
| Felix: Adelaide carried off What! is it you 
mean! * | - 8 


The man briefly related the foregoing 
eircumſtances, which he had not time to 
| finiſh, before Don Felix ſtamped like a 
mad man : F know nothing of this, he 
cried ; © fly this inſtant; examine the ſer- 
vant that attended them, and gain every pot- 
2 ſible nn” 


Antoine obeyed kim; very greatly ſurpriſed 
to wing he was miſtaken in his conjectures. 
8 : * — : Don 


- 
| 


Tar oun'ti ins, We 


Hos Felix; meantime, Knew not on n 
* glance the eye of ſuſpicion, unleſs it was 
the -governor:—he had marked his extreme 


attention to Adelaide: he knew that he had 


made her an offer of his hand, and that ſhe 
had declined it; therefore, in the agitation 
of the moment, he drew a poſitive conclu- 
ſion in his own mind, that the governor had 
taken methods to ſecure her perſon. Heat- 
ed by this idea, he ſent in for Don Lopez, 


ho apologiſed to his gueſts, and entered 
the room where the young officer was walk- | 


8 "ya and Gown at a furious rate... 


2 What are your e ? What ais 


your * alked the n 


Don Felix advanced quick to e 


ce Tell me,” 


from the Counteſs; and where you deſign 


N n. her? I will know, by St. Jago, 


exclaimed 
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aid ba in a lofiy. tone, 
What you have done with Adelaide? 
Wbo are the wretches that have taken her 
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| exclaimed he, in a voice almoſt choked by 
.paſſion ; and miſtaking the ſurpriſe of Don 
Lopez for confulion and ſhame ; © Attempt 
not to deceive me, he added, drawing his 
ſword, rns. before I will give her 
up. 
148; Raſh young man !” - cried the other, 
« put up your ſword; I neither fear that, or 
you: but I would die in defence of inno- 
_ cence: Say, tell me, what of Adelaide? 
Who has taken her away? I ſwear by all 
the hoſt. of heaven, I know not what you 
allude to; · but I am deeply intereſted ' for 
that lovely girl :—quickly tell me what you 
mean?” 


_— — 
* 


The ſolemn air, and apparent candour, 
with which the governor addreſſed him, 
diſconcerted Don Felix, and at leaſt gave 
birth to doubts of his guilt; he therefore 
briefly repeated the intelligence he had re- 
ceived from Antoine. 5 1 


Never 


1 
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Never was aſtoniſhment and concern mare 
manifeſt, than 1 in his countenance, 


«« ]. ſwear to you, Don Felix, that 1 
know not the author of this vile attempt, 
and that I will purſue the villains through 
Spain, but what I will recover her!” 
% Ah!” cried Don Felix, cured at once 
of his ſuſpicions, by the rage and fire that 
darted from the eyes of the man before him, 
« Whom can we ſuſpect? Where can we 
direct our ſearch?” | Thieme) 

„knew not,” faid the governor, that 
you were ſo warmly intereſted in her behalf: 
but this is not a time for explanations: — 
while I apologiſe to my gueſts for ſhortening 
their entertainment, do you haſten to the 
Counteſs; make the moſt minute inveſtiga- 
tion ; ſervants and horſes Shall. be ordered | 


immediately 9 
| Without ſtaying to reply, Don Felix flew 
out of the room, and was preſently before the 


* 
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ladies. His preſence was n — 
ed and unwelcome. 


e Fo * cried the Counteſs, © have 
you broke from your party thus early? 


He was too great an adept in the art of 
deception, not- to have recovered from his 
firſt emotions, and to aſſume, for a few mo- 
ments, an air of unconcern. 


« Yes; the company were about to re- 
tire, and Don Lopez will ſoon follow me.“ 


'The ladies looked at each other. 


Has any thing extraordinary affected 
you?“ added he, “you appear diſcom- 
a 8 

« Why, indeed,” anſwered the Counteſs, 
whoſe preſence of mind never deſerted her, 
a very odd affair has happened this even- 
ing; I have met with an uncommon piece 
of Ingratitude, and am mortified i in feeling 
x X myſelf 
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myſelf a dupe to the artifice of-an apparent 
novice. You will be ſurpriſed” to hear, that 
Adelaide, the innocent-looking Adckide, 
has eloped from my proteRion.” 

V Eloped!” exclaimed Don Felix, almoſt 
off his guard, © for heaven's fake, what do 
you mean 7— tis e FREE * you 
lay ?˙ 8 e ; 

* Certainly I did,” anſwered ſhe, winh an 
indignant glance. She then repeated what 
had befallen them, with this little difference 
only, that the girl gave a ſcream of joy when 
ſne ſaw the men; threw herſelf into their 
protection, and went off without even a ſhow 
of reluftance. FTT. A 


Don | Felix was aſtoniſhed 2 at this account, 
Nen was ene wha: Donna „ 1} F 


7 ”_ — 


. 


cc - Efeavenie Is ** bid * «ig it peil 
PRO can dwell in ſuch a boſom ? Tell me, 
I entreat you, to which-ſide of the mountain 
did my Wees their eps! *s 
« Towards 
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ſelf from my protection? How are you 
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„Towards Pampeluna, I think,” replied 

| Padilla: © certain I am, they took their route 
to the left of the city.” | | 


« Then they ſhall be purſiied,” ſaid he, 
abruptly ; and was leaving the room. - 
How, Don Felix!“ cried the Counteſs, 
« can you intend to purſue an ungrateful 
runaway * And to what purpoſe purſue a 
girl, who has voluntarily withdrawn her- 


intereſted to force her from the ſociety ſhe 


has choſen?” Obſerving his confuſion, ſhe - 


went on; © Be aflured, we have all been 
deceived in that gul; ſhe is artful and im- 
prudent; therefore, having choſen for herſelf, 


I ought to be glad ſhe has ſo ſoon withdrawn 


me in her fayour,” - 


* Before Don Felix could reply, the gover- 
nor joined them in much agitation: to him 
Fi r nee ; 


vations, 


4 Impoſſible 
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«© Impoſſible ! impoſlible !?? cried cried he, <I 
cannot, will not believe that re creature 
is the child of guilt or duplicity: ſome vile 
plot has been formed againſt her; nor will I 
reſt till every ſtep is taken to diſcover the 
authors of it; I will inſtantly diſpatch a 
troop on every fide of the mountains ; one or 
other may be ene tl | 
e ee pe 


He flew from them, leaving Don Felix 
rooted to the place, and the ladies in much 
confuſion, exchanging very ſignificant * 


nm 


Von Felix recovering from his reverie, 

« there is no doubt,” ſaid he, © but the 

governor will be ſucceſsful : whether the ſteps 

he is about to take may be acceptable to 

the fugitive or not; time muſt, determine. I 

ſhall concern myſelf no further in the buſi- 
neſs; and I hope,” added he, ſoſtening his 
voice, © that my lovely Counteſs will not 

5 '2 | a4 -. . grieve © 
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grieve for the loſs of a companion, who i is 
An ſo unworthy.“ 333 wi 


Nothing could be better vide! to re- 
ſtore harmony to the features, and peace to 
the mind, than thoſe few words. The Coun- 
teſs inſtantly reſumed a placidity of counte- 
- nance ; though with an affected ſigh, ſhe re- 
gretted that her confidence had been ſo much 
abuſed : — © but *tis ever thus,” faid ſhe, 
te that ingenuous minds are duped by arti- 
fice, and a ſemblance of innocence “ 


The remainder of the evening was paſſed 
in the moſt uncharitable conjectures re ſpect- 
ing poor Adelaide; who, without heſitation, 
was pronounced to be an artful impoſter,” 
* 4 * little decoreial adventurer,” N 


When Don Felix n+ to vide caſtle, 
be found the governor: {till Ra agitated, 


- « have ſent off, to che different roads, 
near thirty men,“ ſaid he, “ and I hope 


heaven 
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heaven will grant me ſucceſs—will enable me 


to recover that much-injured young woman, 


on whoſe virtue and innocence I would reſt 
all "I happineſs, both! in this world and . ö 


nan; 
© That is Dis aid, 8 whale Don 
Felix, © the ladies 


« Tell me not of the ladies; they are her 


enemies: the Counteſs is envious; Donna 


Padilla jealous, furious and revengeful. I 


know her capable of any atrocity to gratify 
her-paſſions ; her rank in ſociety obliges me 


to ſhow her public civilities ; but ſhe is not 


the woman I would recommend for an inti- 


mate to any one. Without being vain on the 


diſtinction, I muſt acquaint you, that, through 
common friends, I have been informed my 


addreſſes to that lady would moſt probably 


prove ſucceſsful :—ſhe has an immenſe for- 
tune, but her diſpoſition is well known to 
me; and I have been deaf to every offer and 
allurement; nor in all probability ſhould I. 


ever, at my time of life, thought of marriage, 


had | 
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had I not felt myſelf uncommonly tacked to 
the charming Adelaide.” 


„ But,” faid Don Felix, is not her 


declining ſuch an offer, ſo very advantageous, 
a proof that he had ſome. ny engage⸗ 
ment? 

% By no means; I am no fool or cox- 
comb; I can believe a delicate minded young 
woman may refuſe a man of my age, and a 
good fortune, without any other prepoſſeſſion, 
and that the integrity of her heart would never 
permit her to give her hand from intereſted 
motives alone; yet I would be contented to 


: receive it, accompanied only by eſteem, and | 


depend upon my own conduct to inſpire her 
with warmer ſentiments. Oh that I could 
but ſee her reſtored to us! 


It was in vain that Don Felix urged the 


improbability, that any but a lover could 


think of carrying off a. young woman, who 


had only her perſon to recommend her — 
and the conviction that it muſt be done with 
her own conſent, as ſhe made no reſiſtance. 

| « To 
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« To be plain with you,” anſwered the 
governor, I ſuſpect the truth of that report; 
it was not intended either of us ſhould have 
been informed of the circumſtance : no meſ- 
ſenger was ſent from the Counteſs, as might 
naturally have been l if ſhe had fele 
real concern.” 

Why,“ aſked Don Felix, Have you 
any ſuſpicions that ay ladies are concerned 
in the plot??? 

« Not merely e my opinion 
amounts to a certainty ; I have cloſely at- 
tended to them, and I have read their malig- | 


nity and baſeneſs in every look and word - 


depend upon it, they have ſpirited her away; 
where to, it ſhall be my unwearied endeavour 
to diſcover, for I ſhall know no peace till I 
can hear of her ſafety 44s 


As Don Felix did not appear to coincide 
exactly with this opinion, they ſoon-retired to 
their ſeparate apartments, though not to 
ſleep, 2 Mt po | 


* 


The 
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The generous, noble- minded governor, 
had no doubts of Adelaide's innocence; he 
ſaw ſhe was the victim to ſome baſe; paſſions, 
and trembled for the treatment ſhe might be 


| _ expoſed to from her enemies. He diſdained 


the idea of i interrogating, or.tampering with 
ſervants; yet, on this very intereſting buſi- 
neſs, he conceived himſelf juſtified, for once, 


in deviating from this rule; and therefore 


reſolved, in the morning, that one of the 


men ſhould minutely ſift the ſervant who had | 


accompanied the ladies in their walk. - 
Mean time Don Felix was a prey to the 
moſt tormenting vexation: from the. firſt 
moment he had ſeen Adelaide at his father's, 
he felt a violent inclination for her perſon-;— 
he was a man of the world ; no novice in 
intrigue or adventures; he ſtudied the diſpo- 
ſition of Mittand, the Counteſs's woman, in 
ten minutes; and within twenty-four hours 
after their arrival, by a few compliments, 
and a few ducats, he was perfectly informed 
of every thing ſhe knew reſpecting Adelaide $ 
ſituation ; and heſitated not to believe, that 
6 | | | by 


tl 
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girl; for the very circumſtances that ought 
to have made her reſpectable and ſacred in 
the eyes of a man of honour, ſerved only as 
motives to ſtimulate him to ſeek her de- 
ſtruction. Ei] 


45 With this view he had followed the Coun- 
” refs, whoſe character was quickly developed: 
he ſaw ſhe was vain, loquacious, and. fond of 
admiration : that ſhe treated her companion 
az a dependant, and watched every eye with 


to herſelf, and of fo little conſequence in the 


world; forgetting, in thoſe moments of envy, 


that her very rudeneſs, impertinence and 
jealouſy, gave real conſideration tothe object 
of it, and raiſed her in the eftimation of thoſe 
capable of diſtinguiſhing merit: ſuch were the 
ſentiments of Iſabella and the governor; nay, 
even of Don Felix. His penetration pierced 
through the thin veil of affection the Coun- 
VOL, 11. R 2 tels | 


dy proper management, he ſhould ſoon ſeduce | | 
the affections and honour of this friendleſs 


jealous care, leſt one glance ſhould be direct- 
ed to a perſon ſhe thought fo very inferior 
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teſs ſometimes pretended, to cover the malig- 
nancy of her heart; and he ſaw that he muſt ; 
gain her firſt, before he durſt open his 1 inten- BY | 
tions to Wa. | p 


Whilſt he was purſuing this plan, and had 
contrived'to get Antoine in his intereſt, his 
man brought to him the letter, addreſſed to 9 
his. ſiſter, which Adelaide had given him to 


take to the poſt houſe. Extremely ſurpriſed i 
that any correſpondence ſhould exiſt between ol 


them, he ſcrupled not to commit an act of by 
baſeneſs, to ſatisfy his curioſity : the contents 
did not tend to leſſen his ſurpriſe ; but he re- 
ſolved to make his advantage of it ; and, after 

a day and night's deliberation, he engaged 
his ſervant to enter into a ſcheme, to procure Met 
men, and carry off Adelaide, under the ap- 


pkarance of being employed by Iſabella, to * 
_ Convey her to a convent. a 
upo 


Having every thing ready, he took the 7 
precaution to have a letter written, as if from 


his ſiſter, and ſent it 1 o ,. vill 
| 4 — that, 
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that ĩt might arrive by the poſt. This leiter 
would come to hand the following day; and 
had not the plan of ſome other perſon 
ſuperoeded his, Adelaide would have mn 
fallen into his hands. 


Antoine having been in his confidence, 
though in a limited degree, when he heard 
what had befallen Adelaide, immediately con- 
jectured Don Felix was the author of the 
plot, and thought to make his court to him, 
by running to the caſtle and acquainting him 
with! its ſucceſs. | 


The vexation of Don Felix to find his 
well-laid ſcheme rendered abortive, has been 
deſcribed; and now, when retired to his 
room, convinced that the governor was not 
the contriver of his diſappointment, the ſuſ- 
picions of that gentleman began to operate 
upon his mind :—he recollected the looks 
and behaviour of the ladies, with many cir- 
cumſtances that denoted their envy and ill- 
wil; and no longer heſitated to believe, that 
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a ſigh; and if innocent, which I confeſs does 
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Don Lopez was right in his 88 
He alſo determined to pierce through this 
myſtery, and thought he ſhould ſucceed by 
redoubling his attention to the Counteſs, 


joining in invectives againſt Adelaide, and 
pretending to feel the utmoſt indifference and 


\ contempt for her. 


The next morning he was early in . 


| deyoirs to the Counteſs ; and ſhe was not a 
little gratified 15 he tenderneſs. of his 


| manner.” 8 


cc H ow kind in you to be fo attentive, to 


- conſole me for the loſs of my little protegte ! 
indeed, I am much hurt at her ingratitude ; 
baut it is generally a thankleſs office to take 


young girls under one's protection. 
40 My charming Counteſs, think of her 
no more; whether innocent or guilty, no 


blame can be attached to you: your kind 
treatment of her was ſeen by every one; 


therefore, if ſhe is ungrateful, ſhe is unworthy 


not 
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not ine me; for who would think i it neceſ- _ 
fary to uſe force, or employ ſtratagem, to 
get poſſeſſion of a girl who has ſo few attrac- - 
tions ?—no, no, depend upon it ſome ſcheme 
wes intended when firſt ſhe ſought your pro- 
tection, which not anſwering, ſhe has return- 
ed to her former aſſociates. 
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This ſpeech and conjecture, fo untrue, ſo © * 
unjuſt, and ſo little probable, quite delighted 
the lady, and put her into the very beſt of 
humours. He did not fail to profit by the 
diſpoſition he had raiſed; both parties grew | 
uncommonly tender, and their confidence 
was carried to its utmoſt enn, 


* 


od ; 


They had 1 paſſed two very "oi hours 
together, before they were interrupted by the 
preſence" of Donna Padilla, who was almoſt $ 
immediate ly followed by the governor. ; 


« Well; Don Lopez,” cried the” Copn- 
teſs, with a look of high animation, which 
ill accorded with her words, © have you 
„ - lewd 
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heard any thing relative to our poor Ade- 
| laide?” | 

+ © Not yet, madam,” "a _—_ ce but] 
impatiently expect ſome intelligence.“ 
Upon my word,” faid ſhe, © I begin 
to think Don Felix is more juſt in his opinion 
of her, than you and I, who are but too par- 


tial, I believe.” 


And what opinion is that ?” aſked he. 
„ Why, he thinks that ſhe is—I mean 
that ſhe was—that—a—. What was it, Don 
Felix, you faid ? I proteſt my mind is ſo diſ- 
£urbed, that I have already forgotten. 
„ You dan at leaſt, madam,” faid the 
governor, « tell us what opinion you have 


conceived, grounded on what the en 


did „ 
_ Bleſs me! why 1 1 it Was, that 
- ſhe was an ungrateful girl, and engaged in 


ſome ſhameful intrigue, which you; know is 


unpardonable. But pray let us ſay no more 
on a ſubject that ſo infinitely diſtreſſes me.— 
I hope you will be ſucceſsful in your under- 

| _ » taking, 
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caking,” and then wy ans will be elu- 
cidated. 


« Moſt devoutly I hope ſo,” anſwered - 
he, “but I make no ſcruple to fay, that 1 
would riſk my life on the chance, that what- 


ever may be her ſituation, honour and inno- 
cence are the inmates of her boſom, and will, 


I truſt, protect her from the malice of her 
enemies. | 


1 Rrong del 
ance againſt unfavourable appearances; but 


moſt cordially hoped the governor would be 
juſtified in his ſudden and violent attachment, 


which ſurely could not be known. to the 
young woman, or ſhe would have at leaſt 


ſuſpended her preſent plan, and have waited | 


the effects of her powerful attractions. 


% Madam,” anſwered he, with a look of | 


ineffable contempt, © this young woman, 


this eſtimable young woman, was perfectly 


acquainted with my ſentiments; I entreated 
her to honour me with her hand, and if ſhe 
E 4 declined 
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declined it, it was from motives that did 
honour to the delicacy of her mind, and en- 
ereaſed my admiration and reſpect.” 
My dear governor, ” cried ſhe; with an 
affected laugh, to veil her vexation and 
malice, © you abound i in faith, and ſhut your 
eyes againſt conviction ; that ſhe held a ſecret 
correſpondence, is moſt certain; Antoine 
took her letters to the poſt, and for the laſt 
two days ſhe had been uncommonly anxious 
for anſwers, and watched him conſtantly on 
bis return: — no doubt meaſures were taken 
in conſequence of thoſe letters; and when ſhe 
preſſed us to walk to the grotto, ſhe well 
knew whom ſhe was to I uf 
you to this, governor ?” 

That I am ſtill an infidel, das nd 
Ws perfectly convinced ſhe met no friends that 
ſhe expected, though poſſibly ſhe is ſacrificed 
to the malice of ſuch as pretended ar affec- 
tion for her: but if you pleaſe, for the 2 
ſent we will drop the ſubject.. 

By all means,” faid the Counteſs, FE Ds 


2 moſt tend one to me; happy ſhall L 
be 
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be to "RI that a girl I treated as my own D 
child, .or rather as a dear ſiſter, may be exo- 
nerated from the charges of ingratitude and 
duplicity : we will at leaſt ſuſpend judgment, 
however ſtrongly appearances are againſt: 
her,” 


Cs 


. 
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i had much penetration; cer- 
tain glances between Don Felix and the 
Counteſs; the languiſhing air of the lady, 
and the defection of memory on his firſt 
entrance, did not eſcape his obſervation: he 

| faw there was a perfect good underſtanding 

between them, and the reſpect he had at firſt 
entertained for the Counteſs, abated in pro- 
Portion as he diſcovered the depravity of her 
heart. His viſit was ſhort; anxiety for the 

fate of Adelaide carried him back to the 
caſtle, where he impatiently -waited the re- 
turn of the perſons e in OC the: 
ſteps of the raviſhers. 
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The 1 of his manner, 4 the ſar- 
cat 3 he had thrown out, greatly | 
E 8 | enraged 
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enraged Donna Padilla : love, and a 'defire 
of reyenge, rouſed in her every violent paſ- 
fion that could be formed in the mind of a 
proud vindictive woman: with difficulty ſhe 


A _ reſtrained. herſelf before Don Felix, whoſe 


ſtay was not long after the governor took 
leave; and when he put an end to his viſit, 
the ſmothered rage burſt forth. 
3 

% My dear Counteſs,” exclaimed ſhe, “J 
will - puniſh this ridiculous governor, by 
making him bluſh at his attachment, or periſh 
in the emp: ; that little inſignificant wretch 
ſhall neyer triumph over me; I will render 


her contemptible and the tool of my revenge, 


or ſhe ſhall never more 3 9 in the world.“ 


+ he Counteßz whoſe mid was occupied 
1 much more pleaſing images; who con- 
ceived ſhe had completely fixed Don Felix 
in her chains, and was deceived by his well 


pretended indifference for Adelaide, no lon- 

ger retained her violent hatred againſt an ob- 

J<ct, removed from exciting either jealouſy 
| 75 5 3 
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or envy: tis true, ſhe never defired to ſee 
her more, but ſhe was content that ſhe ſhould 
remain quietly in the ſituation choſen for her, 
Rouſed from her agreeable reveries by the 
violence of her companion, ſhe faid very _. | 
languidly, « As we can have no more to fear 
from the girl, we may as well let the affair 
drop ; , confinement will ſufficiently puniſh = 
her, and her retreat will, 1 hope, never ye 
diſcovered.” | 
, « Hops!” cried” Padilla, * wal ſhall 1 
truſt my hopes of future happineſs, and the 
poſſible chance of being diſcovered and diſ- 
graced, to the chapter of accidents, which, 
through the buſy, officious ſearch of Don . 
Lopez, may develope all our ſcheme: no, I + 
will make ſure work; me ſhe has irreparably' 
injured, and I thought you were as warmly, 
engaged in a plan to get rid of her, as | 
myſelf.” 

© Doubt it not,” replied the Counteſs ; 
e hate the girl heartily, and never ſhall 
defire to have her in my train again; I only 
fear! your violence will throw you off your 
| E 4 " 3 guar I 
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guard, excite ſuſpicion, and KS i * 
of aer to be gueſſed at” 


% 


Dont Padilla was a little cooled by this 


obſervation: a long converſation enſued; in 


which their future ps: met with mutual 


| approbation.. 


Mean W the governor felt the moſt 


poignant concern, and extreme impatience, 
to hear of Adelaide. Towards the cloſe of 
evening ſeveral of his people returned, with- 
out bringing any information tending to 


remove his inquietude: not the ſmalleſt in- 


. telligence could be obtained, and the moſt 
- probable conjecture was, that the raviſhers 
muſt have gone over ſome unfrequented- 
Orth 1 in the mountains, without being met x4 


* . in their way. 


Don Lopex was agoniſed by his apprehen- 


| ſions for the unfortunate girl, and the treat- 
ment ſhe might be -expoſed to from ſuch 


unprincipled wretches : as were capable of an. 
| f action 
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ation { atrocious. Again he ſent off the 
men, to ſearch. on foot every part of the 
adjacent mountains; though the length of 
time now elapſed gave him but feeble hopes 
that they would be ſo fortunate as to diſcover 
** Fs 
Don Felix returned at night to the caſtle, | 
and, with conſummate art, contrived to hide 
his particular intereſt in the fate of Adelaide: 
he ſpoke of her with concern and pity, but it 
was in unimpaſſioned language; and aſcribed 
his firſt emotions and rudeneſs to the gover- 
nor, as the effect of a ſudden paſſion, raifed + 
by the ſuppoſition, that the governor had 
choſen to have the little girl to himſelf, and 
had made uſe of -unjuftifiable means for that 
purpoſe, He aſked pardon for his behaviour, 
and by an artful turn in the converſation, at 
length owned himſelf convinced, by the teſ- 
timony of the ladies, and the depoſition of 
the ſervant, with ſeveral concurrent cireum- 
ſtances, that the girl muſt have —_— | 


enn herſelf into the hands of the men, and, | 


IT whatever | 
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whatever were her motives; muſt be unworthy 
of their concern, though they might feel pity 
for the irregularity of her conduct. 1455) 


Don Lopez heard him with civility, and 
was at no loſs to divine the cauſe which had 
produced. ſuch an alteration'in his ſentiments ; 
without therefore entering into any contro- 
verſy on the ſubject, he obſerved, © every 
man had a right to think for himſelf, and 
draw his o vn concluſions; he ſhould truſt to 
time, and his beſt endeavours to develope 
the myſtery ; till then, he never could bring 
himſelf to think unfavourably of Adelaide.” 


The ſucceeding morning arrived, without 
giving them any ſatisfaction; Don Lopez, 
reſtleſs and unhappy, could not refrain going 
to pay his uſual civilities to the Counteſs; 
partly becauſe fuſpicions would not warrant 
his deficiencies in politeneſs; and alſo in the 


hope, that chance might throw ſome clue in 
his way, in a lucky unguarded moment, to 


direct his ſearch. - 


When 
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When he appeared before her, he F be” 
ſhe was preparing to go out. 8 


18 Ha governor,“ eried ſhe, „I am 
going to Donna Padilla's; ſhe has ſent for 
me; ſhe is ill. I am exceſſively afflited; 
ſhe is a moſt charming woman, the ornament 
of your little city: Will you een me Ke 


He felr very little 3 to the vids: | 
but it was inconſiſtent with the gallantry of a 
Spaniard to decline a requeſted attendance z + 
he therefore accompanied her to the apart- 
ment of the indiſpoſed lady: ſhe was reclined 
on a ſofa, in a moſt becoming undreſs, with 
all the langour of ſickneſs, and the moſt in- 
ſinuating ſoftneſs of manner. Her large 
expreſſive black eyes ſeemed to have loſt 
their fierceneſs, without diminiſhing: their 
luſtre; the tone of her voice was melting 
and engaging: in fine, the appeared a moſt 
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"=> She thanked her friends for their kind 
| viſit, particularly Don Lopez, © whoſe at- 
| tentions did her ſo much honour and plea- 
- ſure.” 


3 The mind of man is compoſed of com- 
| buſtible materials; ſtrike but the flint that 
conveys fire to the paſſions, he is thrown off 
ig his guard, and 1s hurried away We the impe- 
| ſer of the moment. | 
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, 
| 4 0 men hate ſelf-love, and ſome. little | 
fpark of vanity lying dormant in a remote 1 

corner of the heart; the languiſhing looks of | 
the ſick lady; the ſoftened, ſpeaking eye, 
and the gentle ſound of a naturally harmonious 
voice, were altogether ſo new, ſo unexpected 
by the governor, who. had always ſeen her 
heretofore, bold, aſſuming and coquetiſh, 
that for a few moments he loſt the remem- 
brance of what ſhe had been, in the contem- 

- plation of what ſhe was now: he felt gratified 
by her tenderneſs, and returned her compli- 

ments with much gallantry. The moſt ſedu- 
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cive ſoftneſs was exerted on her ſide; the 
Counteſs paid her admired friend a thouſand 
compliments, until the adulation became 


rather too groſs, and recalled the governor 


to his reaſon, which, for a ſhort time, had 


been under the dominion of his ſenſes. He © 


re collected himſelf, and roſe to take leave. 


4 80 ſoon,” cried the invalid, * muſt : 


you leave me ſo ſoon ? but indeed, I am al- 


ready too much indebted to your politeneſs 


for this ſhort viſit; it is unreaſonable to ex- 


pect you ſhould mortify yourſelf in company, 


ſo little calculated to oo pleaſure,” 


1 Again he was ſtaggered, and PER 60 re- | 


ſume his ſeat ; when a look he caught paſſing 


between the two ladies at once decided the | 
point, and with very little ceremony he took 


leave, half aſhamed of the weakneſs that had 
| betrayed his Judgment into an ee of 
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In the courſe of this day all his meſſengers 
returned unſucceſsful, and he was in deſpair 
for the ſafety of Adelaide, without one ray of 
hope, one poſſible chance of knowing in what 
direction ſhe was carried off: he ſaw all his 
endeavours to diſcover her place of abode 
muſt be fruitleſs. Convinced. in his own 
mind that the ladies were no ſtrangers to her 
ſituation, the more he reflected on their 
duplicity and art, the more he reproached 
 himſelt for the temporary illuſion he had fo 
* * way to. 


He paſſed a ſleepleſs night, and the ollow- 


ing morning Don Felix told him that Donna 


Padilla was ſo ill as to ſee no company. This 
intelligence gave him very little concern: 
one ſole idea occupied his mind, and if he 
thought of her at all, it was as the enemy of 
Adelaide. > 


Mean time Don Felix improved his inti- 
macy with the Counteſs ; pretended a violent 
affection for _ without loſing ſight of his 


* 
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deſign to penetrate into her ſecrets, and, if 


poſſible, diſcover if ſhe was concerned in the 
villainy air upon Adelaide. 


While all thoſe ſeveral perſons were em- 
ployed on their different ſchemes, we will 
look back upon the unfortunate girl, who was 
innocently the cauſe of their diſtreſs, and as 
undeſervedly the ſufferer; from the envy and 
Jealouſy of * two ladies. 


When Adelaide felt herſclf forcibly ſeized, 
and hurried away, ſhe ſent forth a piercing 
ſhrick :—a moſt brutal-rebuke, accompanied 
by actions equally inſolent, ſa entirely over- 
powered her ſenſes, that ſhe fainted, and was 
incapable of making any reſiſtance. - In this 
ſtate ſhe was conveyed to ſome diſtance ; on 
recovering her reaſon, ſhe found herſelf in a 
ſort of cave, with three men. Her firſt idea 
was, that Leſare had diſcovered her, and got 
poſſeſſion of her perſon. She trembled with 
the apprehenſion, 21 M090 


ec" Tell : 


few. moments“ 
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«Tel me,” ſaid. ſhe, in a faltering voice, 


« where I am, and who it is that has cauſed 


me to be thus violently torn from my 
friends?” 4 a 
«- We have nothing to tell you,” anſwered 


one of them; there you muſt put on theſe 
clothes; you will- make a tight little fellow 


when you are dreſſed.” 
% Me,” faid ſhe, ſhrinking back, I 


put on theſc boy. 8 en, ? to what purpoſe? 


indeed I cannot.” 


ce. Well, if you can t. u the other, 
« we muſt, that's all the difference ;” Wa he 


advanced towards her“ 


c Stop,” cricd ſhe, e by the ye 


of his countenance, * ſtop, I will obey you 


if it muſt be ſo; only retire without for a 


They ſeemed: to heſitate; again ſhe re- 

queſted them to leave her, and at length they 
complied. With haſty trembling hands ſhe 
- proceeded to equip herſelf; but, unaccuſtomed 
to ſuch habuiments, it was attended both with 
| time 
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tme and difficulty. More than once the 
men called to her, and tired with waiting, 
entered abruptly, as ſhe had nearly comple- 
ted her dreſs- They then bundled up her 
own clothes, and two of them taking her 
under each arm, whilſt the third led the way, 
they hurried her acroſs the mountains, over 
dangerous and almoſt impaſſable crags. She 
found it was in vain to offer any reſiſtance, 
and, ſilently imploring the protection of hea- 
ven, ſhe went on, till, overpowered by fatioue, 
ſhe ſuddenly ſtopt, and in a tremulous voice * 
declared ſhe could not proceed a yard further. — # 
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They vented a few violent execrations, 
but perceiving that ſhe was ſinking to the 
ground, they lifted her down the fide of a 
ſteep hill, and" ſeated her in a thick under- 
wood, almoſt impervious to the view of any 
ſtraggling paſſenger. Here ſhe was permit- 
ted to reſt, and ruminate on the variety of 
misfortunes that had befallen her, and to form 


conjectures to whom ſhe was indebted for 
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- this laſt inſult, which threatened her with 
every thing horrible 1n its termination, 


5 « Ah!” thought ſhe, © had I accepted 


the offer made by the generous governor, I 
ſhould not now be deſtitute of protection, nor 
expoſed to ſuch terrible apprehenſions. Yet, 


conſiſtently with my own feelings of honour 


and delicacy, I acted right. Alas! how in- 
competent am I to judge what I ought to 


have done, ſtranger as I am to the world, 


and its deceptions.“ 


' Deeply afflicted, ſhe earneſtly. addrefſed 


her heavenly protector to preſerve her in the 
trials ſhe was deſtined to undergo. In about 
three hours the moon aroſe in full ſplendor, 


ſpreading over the mountains its filvery - 


beams, and diſcriminating every ſurrounding 
object. 


Come, ſaid one of the fellows, * you 
. have ſufficiently reſted ; we mult go; a ſhort, 
time 
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1 
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time now will bring us over the nn, 
where a carriage will take you on.. 

« A carriage! ſaid ſhe, ſtarting, © Where 
then am I going? and who is intereſted | 
enough for me, to ſend a carriage? ſurely it 
cannot be Donna ifabella ?” 

ce It ſignifies little, what Donna it is; you 
will be taken care of,” anſwered he. - - 
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. She ſaw the men were faithful to their 
truſt; the mention of a carriage gave her 
ſome ſaint glimmerings of hope, that Iſabella 
had taken this method to ſerve her, to avoid 
the ſuſpicion of being concerned in it. 
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A mind diſtreſſed eagerly catches at 

ſhadowy hopes, and indulges for a time the 

moſt flattering - chimeras ; till freſh diſap- 
pointments chill the warm expectations of 

fancy, and add proportionate miſery, as thoſe 

hopes are tumbled from the ſummit they were 
raiſed on, to the precipice of deſpair. 
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So fared it with poor Adelaide; after in- 
credible fatigue, from the ſpeed they made 
over rough and unbeaten tracts, among the 
hills, they began to deſcend, and at. length 
ſhe ſaw a valley beneath, and fomething like 
a road way. They reached the bottom; her 
ſtrength and ſpirits were exhauſted; and, when 
ſhe perceived a chaiſe, it was with extreme 
diſficulty, and aſſiſted by the men, that ſhe 
got ſeated in it, ſcarcely alive. Two men 
came in with her, the other ſat with the poſt- 
boy; they drove at a great rate; but ſhe was 
ſo ill, as to be incapable of judging of time 
or diſtance, 


They travelled round the foot of the moun- 


tains, and at length ſtopt at a cottage, in a 


ſmall hamlet, ſeated in a little valley: here 
ſome milk and cakes were offered to her; 
ſhe drank eagerly of the milk, and it refreſhed 
her; ſhe gazed round, to ſee if any of the 
poor cottagers were in view, but no ſuch, 
meeting her eye, all information was denied 
to her; ſhe was obliged to reſign herſelf with 
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patience to the plan of her conductors. Silent, 
and alternately oppreſſed with hopes and 
fears, ſne truſted in providence to N 
her from evil. 


At length they entered on a narrow road, 


between two high hills, covered with wood to 


the very top; the moon no longer befriended 
them; and in a very ſhort time, the carriage 


topped. 


ce You muſt now alight,” faid one of the 
men, © the chaiſe can proceed no further.” 

« What then am I to do?“ aſked the 
trembling Adelaide. | 

« Walk!” returned he, ſullenly. 


They aſſiſted her out of the carriage; re- 


ſiſtance could not avail her, and therefore ſhe 
attempted none; two of them only accom- 
panied her, the third, who rode with the poſt- 
boy, _ law n no more, 


, 


VOL, 11. F „ 


— F 


1 THE GIRL, OF . 


They aroceeded on, through a deep and 
narrow glen ; the trees on the top of the hills 
almoſt met; the very faint rays of light that 
now and then darted upon them, as the wind 
waved them to and fro, ſerved only to make 
- darkneſs viſible, and to diſcover the horrid 


* Goon that . round her. 


: 
' 
: 
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1 in ſuch a place, nd with ſuch men, 
the terrified girl could ſcarcely drag her 
trembling limbs along; her heart beat, her 
ſpirits failed, ſhe gaſped for breath, and was 
nearly ſinking to the earth, when one of the 
fellows exclaimed, 


ce ] know now, by the ſound of the waters, 
we are near the caſtle. Come, miſtreſs, pluck 
up your ſpirits; I know you are frightened, 
but we ſhall ſoon 2580 you in ſalety. 
This aſſurance RE her to life; the 
hope of being relieved from her preſent 
dreadful ſituation, ſuperceded any apprehen- 
lion for what evils might follow. She 
exerted 
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exerted her ſtrength, and found they ſoon A} 
entered a wood: the path way was narrow, 1 

bi 
or they wandered from it, for ſhe frequently (of 
ſtruck againſt the trees; and her companions 
curſed the moon for hiding its beams, now | 6 
they were got out of the mountains, and the buy 
light was ſo n to guide them * 'M 
the wood. it 


Suddenly, the pale queen of night broke 
through the paſſing clouds, and diſcovered to 
the fearful Adelaide the dreary and gloomy 
wood that ſurrounded her; ſhe heard the 
diſtant fall of waters; ſhe thought too, ſhe. 
heard the roaring of wolves; ſhe could diſ- 
cern no regular path, likely to terminate foon 
towards any habitable manſion; and the caſtle 
they mentioned, ſhe had rage to fear was at a 
great diſtance. 
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| While e by theſe terrors, they ſud-. - . WM 
f denly turned to the left, where the paſſage il 
" I became more difficult; and the moon, being 1 | 
gain obſcured, her horror became almoſt - 
l F 2 inſupport - | 
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inſupportable,—when ſhe was inſtantancouſly 
and unexpectedly relieved, by one of the men 
crying out, © We are juſt home;—I can diſ- 
cern the wall: and in leſs than five minutes 


ſhe found they were really before ſome build. 


ing, and ſoon hearꝗ the ſound of a loud bell 
that they had rung, whoſe deep tone, in that 


lonely gloom, and ſolemn hour, ſtartled her. 


It was not long before ſhe heard the Thaing 


of the gate fall, the bolts undrawn, and the 
creaking hinges giving way —The gate open- 


ed; a man, tall, meagre, and ſwarthy, ſtood 
before them, with a lamp. The fright Ade- 
laide was in, magnified the being ſhe ſaw into 
a huge ferocious giant; every limb trem- 
bled; ſhe ſhrunk back, involuntarily laying 
hold of her neareſt l as if implo- 
ring his 8 


„ You are come ſooner than I expected,” 
faid the man of the caſtle, in no very ſoft 

tone; but walk in, I ſhall ſoon be ready 
for you. | . 
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They followed him without ſpeaking. — 
terror froze up every faculty of the affrighted 


girl; ſhe walked on, mechanically, her eyes 
wandering round, without diſcriminating ob- 


jets. Paſſing through a large eourt over-. 
grown with graſs, they entered, through a | 


portico, a large gloomy hall; the lamp 


ſhone dimly on the vaulted roof; the mun 


that bore it ſtalked on with an air of ſolem- 
nity; and, when ſhe recollected herſelf in the 
power of ſuch perſons, the blood congealed 
about her heart; and juſt as they arrived 


at the foot of an immenſe ſtaircaſe, ſhe recled 
againſt the man next to her, and, but for his 


inſtant help, ſhe muſt have fallen fenfeleks on 
the manrvlc nnn 


, N 


When ſhe recovered; the ound bertel p- 


ported by an old woman, who had plentifylly 
ſprinkled her with water, and now offered 
her ſome cordial, in a broken cup. The 
men appeared buſy kindling a fire, and drink- 
ing. Adelaide rejected the offered cup; a 
few heart-felt ſighs iſſued from her boſom, 
F 3 which 
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which were followed by an hyſterical flood of 
D QA mmm —˙mnm . Q 
* The woman ſpoke to her; but it was in 
+ Spaniſh, and ſhe underſtood it not. The 
men were converſing in the ſame language. 
She looked round her; ſhe was in a large 
voaulted room, of immenſe height; a gallery 
Vith iron rails run round it; the windows 
high and ſmall; a dark brown wainſcot, and 
_ a prodigious large fire place, gave the whole 
a a. moſt gloomy and melancholy appearance: 
the floor was of the ſame colour, and ſeemed 
. decayed by time; all the mouldings were 
buried in duſt, and the cold chill bf the place, 
proved that it had long been uninhabited, 
At the further end, of this immenſe - ſized 
. goon, hung a dark green curtain, which 
+ reached to the floor; long-backed chairs, 
covered with ſtuff, of the ſame colour, old 
and decayed; with two large round brown 
tables, compriſcd all the furniture. 


When 
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When Adelaide had examined the room, 
and ith decorations, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to 
the man, who had hererofore N get to "Rr 
in French. 
ee Pray, friend,” ſaid ſhe, mildly, © have 
the goodneſs to tell me now, where I am? 
and why I was brought here!? 

«© You are now in a comfortable habita- 
tion,” anſwered he, and in good time 
you will know all that is proper.—T know 
nothing more of the buſineſs than yourſelf.” 

e Tou can at leaſt tell me, who the perſon 

was that employed you? and if Þ ain here 
as a priſoner, or to meet a friend??? 
A noble lady employed me — are 
not your own miſtreſs I believe; therefore 
would do well to pleaſe thoſe that have the 
charge of you. —Aſk me no more queſtions; 
[ cannot anſwer them.“ 


| Adelaide ſaw the had nothing to expect, 
or hope for, from him. The old woman 
brought her ſome bread, dried fruit, and a 

ole” * bottle 
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curtain before mentioned, and diſcovered a 


bed, placed in a ſort of alcove, made of green 
cloth; ſhe made ſigns to Adelaide that this 
was intended for her: exceſſively fatigued, 


Hoth in mind and body, ſhe roſe, and threw 


herſelf, on it, obliging the woman to ſet by 
her. The men continued drinking and talk- 
. ſome hours; they at length retired, 
making a ſign for the woman to follow them; 
ne wack n the door carefully after 
act. | | | 


i Adee now left to her oon 3 
ſaw all the horrors of her fate; confined in 
this remote and gloomy manſion, with per- 
ſons who could not converſe with her, ho 
could neither be moved by ſupplications, or 
convinced by arguments; who ſeemed, by 


the ferocity of their looks, to be ſtrangers to 


pity or gentleneſs; — alas! where could ſhe 


turn for conſolation? or what ray of hope 


could ſhe now admit to her boſom? + 


After 


eee 
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Aſter many painful conje&ures,—fome- 
times, that it was Lifare, who had diſcovered 
her, and had her brovght to a place ſo ſoli- 
tary, that it ſeemed calculated only for rapine 
and murder, and a retreat for banditti; but 
then, the expences attending this journey, | 
and the ſmall chance of her being found at 
the grotto, where ſhe had only been once 
before, rendered it very unlikely it could 
be the plan of a robber. Then. ſhe thought 
on Don Felix; and at length, on the Coun- 
teſs; — but how ſhould either of thoſe perſons 
be acquainted with the ſituation of this caſtle? 
In ſhort, ſhe wedges herſelf with impro- 
bable conjectures, without being able to fix 
on any decided one. She had paſſed about 
three hours alone, when ſhe obſerved a faint 
glimmering light ſpread itſelf over the roam; 
the dawn of day was uſhered in by the ſing 
ing of birds, whoſe runeful voices gave in- 
| expreſibe n to Adelaide. | 
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« Ah!” cried ſhe, „ happy, and at 
liberty! they hop from. tree to tree; enjoy 


the fragrant breezes of the morn ; ſalute the 


riſing ſun, and fly to meet their dear compa- 
nions,—their little relatives, in love and har- 
mony,—Unhappy as I am, I have na guilt 
attached to me; not a human being have I 


injured— 


A ſudden thought 8 her e 


the. trembled, and wed her rd eyes to 


Heaven. 


1 N ſupreme! thou knoweſt my 
beart,—that is guiltleſs! though my hands 
have committed murder! ſudden, not pre- 


1 meditated, was the ſtroke ! if I am criminal, 


—if I deſerve puniſhment, let my fortitude, 
and ſubmiſſion to thy will, do away the re- 
membrance of my crime in thy ſight: pain- 
ful retroſpections will always embitter my 
hours, and well avenge the unhappy victim, 


| who ruſhed upon his fate,” 


Deeply 
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Deeply wounded by ſuch reflections, ſhe 
lay, until ſhe heard the door unlock; the old 


woman came into the room, bringing with 
her the bundle of her own clothes, which her 


companions had taken care of; alſo ſome 


bread, milk, and fruits. The unfortunate 


girl had too much piety and good ſenſe, to 
refuſe the refreſhments nature required; and 
ſhe very gladly reſumed her own habit, feel- 


ing moſt uncomfortable in the dreſs ſhe had 


been compelled to aſſume. The woman 
was old, and harſh in her features and man- 
ners, yet ſeemed to relax a little from 'the 
natural ſeverity of her looks when Adelaide 


ſpoke, though ſhe could not comprehend _ 
her: the plaintive tone of her voice, and im- 


ploring eye, loſt not their effect; — but, of 


| What avail was pity, without power, or the 


poſſibility of underſtanding each other? 


Adelaide had ſcarcely dreſſed herſelf be- 


fore the men entered; the only one who 


ſpoke French, told her, that they ſhould leave 
her in the care of the man and woman who 
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reſided in the caſtle, who would regularly 
ſupply her with food, and ſometimes go with 
her into the wood; but that ſhe muſt never 
hope to go out of that caſtle without them, 


Tell me, I befeech you,” cried ſhe, 
greatly agitated, © to whom I owe this con- 
2 finement? who is it that I have offended ſo 
much, as to draw upon me a puniſhment ſo 
ſevere?” 
I am bound by vows,” replied he, 
to make no diſcovery; you will know all 
in time; I wiſh you well, bus I can do you 


ho ſervice.” 


| | He turned inſtantly from her, followed by 
her other travelling companion, and left her 
with the man and woman, who were to be 


her guards. Ted 


The former ſcouled at her under his dark 
buſhy eye-brows, which, added to his tall 
figure and auſtere carriage, gave the poor 

_—_ but ſmall hopes, that he would 
„ unbend 
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din in her favour.— He ſpoke a few 


words to the woman, and withdrew. She 


made ſome motions to Adelaide, as tending 
to invite her from that room; ſhe readily fol- 
lowed, and was conducted round the gallery 
to another apartment, more light and plea- 
fant, though much ſmaller: the windows 
were low; ſhe had a view of the wood and 
of diſtant mountains; through a ſmall glade 
that fronted the windows, E ſaw a clear 
ſheet of water; the ſun was juſt emerging 
front behind the diſtant hills, and glittered on 
its ſurface; not a breath of air diſturbed the 
leafy foliage of the trees; a ſolemn ſtillneſs 
pervaded every part᷑; and it appeared like an 
awful pauſe in nature, to convey a ſoſt tran- 
quillity to the inhabitants of the earth. 


Adelaide felt undeſcribable emotions. 


© How calm, yet how terrific,” thought 
ſhe, © are the ſurrounding objects! What 


a peaceful ſerenity reigns over the animated 


world? Alas! it dwells not. in my boſom! 
This 
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This ſcene, which, to a tranquil * would 

have a thouſand beauties, only adds horror 
to mine; for here, without a friend, —with- 
_ out a human being to converſe with; here I 

ſeem doomed to vegetate,—uſeleſs to the 
| word, and to myſell. i 


Tears bed from her eyes; the turned 
from the window: the old woman was beſide 
* her; ſhe looked pity, but that was all. The 
wainſcot, and the furniture were broken and 
decayed; every * was cheerleſs and deſo- 
late. 


| She roſe, and traverſed the room; then 
ſunk into a train of painſul ideas. The wo- 

man leſt her; the door was not faſtened, —ſhe 
walked out, and round the gallery, opening 
ſeveral doors; — every apartment bore the 
marks of deſolation and ruin; ſhe found the 
two rooms ſhe inhabited were by far the 
"beſt in that part of the houſe. She amuſed 

herſelf throughout the day in rambling over 
the old and decayed building; but, * 
: . not 


— 
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not abſolutely followed, ſhe was ſeldom five 
minutes without being croſſed by the man or 
woman, who were always attentive to her 


motions, and every door in the lower apart- Ty 
ments locked. | 


Another night and day were ſpent in this 
melancholy hopeleſs way; when, at the con- 
cluſion of the ſecond evening, ſhe heard a 
| fort of unuſual buſtle, and the ſound of ſeve- 
ral voices; her heart fluttered, and, for a 
moment, hope reviſited her boſom ; the door 
opened, and, to her utter aſtoniſhment, Don- 
na Padilla advanced towards her. She could 
not ſuppreſs a faint exclamation. Padilla 


approached her with a ſmile, expreſſive of 
diſdain and triumph. 


Perhaps I am an unexpected viſiter;—re- 
cover yourſelf, child; you are my gueſt ; your 
reception and treatment here 3 upon 
yourſelf.” : 

« How, madam!” 3 Adelaide, 
ce is it to you, that I am indebted for the out- 
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rages I have received? you, who have coun- 

tenanced ſuch arts of violence on my perſon ? 

is it by your orders, that I am kept here as 

a priſoner? 

Even ſo,“ replied 1 Padilla, very 
cooly, ſeating herſelf; but you may break 

your priſon bonds as ſoon as you pleaſe.—1 

have no time to trifle, therefore hear my 

terms, and liſten to my reſolves. — 

« Before you came to Eſtella, and, by your 
affected ſimplicity and artful management 
attracted the regards, of Don Lopez, it was 
the earneſt wiſhes of our mutual friends, that 

an union ſhould take place between us. Ihad 
cauſe to value myſelf on his attentions, —I 
ſeruple not to avow my partiality for him; 
though I have much reaſon to queſtion his 
judgment, when his heart could be ſeduced 
from me, by a young, uninformed girl, whoſe 

| ignorance, artifice, and cunning, 1 know not 
which moſt to admire, However, the mor- 
tify ing truth ſtrikes forcibly upon me; you 
have robbed me of his heart; but you ſhall 
never triumph in my diſappointment, You 


h 
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are either a priſoner for life, or you muſt re- 
ſign every pretenſion to Don Lopez.” | 

J never had any pretenſions to Don 
Lopez,” replied Adelaide; you might have 
ſpared me and yourſelf much fruitleſs trou- 
ble, had you been thus explicit before. Yet, 
I muſt fay, ſuch is my reſpect for his charac- 
ter, that I think a woman capable of ſuch an 
act of violence, is very Wl of his 
hand. 

« Inſolent creature!” We Padilla, ates 
in a fury, dare you inſult me thus? you, 
a poor, unprotected wretch, .ſubjefted to my 
* @h,” ſaid Adelaide, how i bluſn for 
you; - poor and unprotected ho ſtrung are 
my claims upon a generous mind! and how 
debaſed muſt yours be, to take ſuch an un- 
„ ene, of my firvation.” | 


The furious woman advanced, and Aruck 
her. 


cc Audacious 
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«© Audacious wretch!” cried ſhe, ſhall 
you upbraid and fcorn me: ? know, I both 
can, and will be revenged;—tremble at the 
pail you have pee oked,” 


She flew out of the room, leaving Ade- 

laide extremely terrified at her behaviour 

and manner. It was ſome minutes before 

ſhe recovered from her fright, and conſidered 

on the conſequences of this \ woman's 5 ungo- 
vernable rage, 


„ She may kill me!“ faid ſhe, © what 
then, has life any charms for me? did not 
the deadly ſtroke, that deſtroyed my dear 

father, annihilate all my hopes on earth? 
| T may turn my eyes around; all is deſolate 

and hopeleſs. Ifabella, and the governor, I 
flattered myſelf were friends; the former, 
but little known, perhaps repented of the 

kindneſs proffered to a ſtranger; and, had 1 

accepted the hand of the latter, doubtleſs, this 

unprincipled woman would have facrificed 
us both to her diſappointed hopes,” 


She 


. 


THE MOUNTAINS, 115 


She was interrupted by the entrance of N 


Donna Padilla, with the man, whom ſhe 
called Anthony. 


ef ey 754 


« Follow us!” faid the + 


Adelaide, appalled by the ferocity: of her 


words, and. the man's looks, involuntarily ; 


. ſhrunk back. 


If you do not obey me willinglys you 
ſhall. be forced I” added ſhe, Oy to 
her. CONE; 


$0; 3; 


Without peaking, though not wichour 


trembling, Adelaide followed them. acroſs 
the gallery, through another apartment which 
opened into a ſmaller paſſage, at the furtheſt 


end ot which was a door, up a few ſteps; | 


this was opened; they entered, and ſhe fol- 
lowed, but inſtantly turned. 


0 Stop,” faid he, in a deep hoarſe voice, 
1e chis is your ee 


40 1 es,” 
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0 Yes,” faid Donna Padilla, with a mali- 


eious fmile, here you may contemplate at 
leifure on the reſpectable character of Don 


Lopez; his merits will brighten the 9 8 


27 8 reigns here.“ 

Abelade ſpoke not ; her eyes wandered 
over the room; it was large and vaulted, 
lighted only by a ſmall {ky-light the win- 
dows, which were very high, were cloſed up, 
and barred with heavy irons: a few decayed 
| and broken forms, with the ruins of an altar- 
piece at the head of the room, ſhewed that 
in ancient times it had been uſed as a chapel : 


the wainfcot was cracked and mouldering to 


pieces: the walls were diſcoloured and tum- 
bling in various parts of the room: the voice, 
and even their footſteps, echoed as they 
moved; the whole was calculated to —_ 
horror and def] par, | 


m Padilla filently permitted her to 
ſurvey this dreary priſon, enjoying the terror 


that crept over her countenance as fhe looked 
2 N "4 -- 500 


te 
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on eyery object: at length, Vou ſee your 
apartment; I leave you to che full enjoyment 


of it; to-morrow morning 1 ſhall Pay * 
another viſit. 


Not a aol could Adelaide articulate; 
ſhe ſaw them depart and faſten the door, with 
a ſtupidity that bordered on inſanity : her eyes 
were fixed for ſome moments without ſeeing 
objects; for che very i ſmall light emitted 
through the ſky- light from the moon, now 
chat the lamps were gone, ſerved only to 
give an imperfect view of the horrors and 
deſolation that ſurrounded her. A cold 
ſnivering run through her veins, and rouzed 
her from the ſtupor that had firſt ſeized her. Y 

« Gracious heaven!“ be exclaimed, 
< what will become of me? ſure I am the 
moſt unhappy of all human beings! . 


ohe ſcared herſelf on a brokies form ; her 


trembling frame could ſcarce ſupport the 
terrors of her mind; ſhe addreſſed herſelf 
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in fervent. prayer, and felt a degree of 
e | 


_ Whatever is to be my fate, I am under 
the protection of heaven; let me then arm 
myſelf with reſolution, and a W on 
the N ms, . 


2 
* 


The moon began to decline; ſhe could no 


longer diſtinguiſh objects: ſhe had no bed, 


no reſting place, but where ſhe was already 

_feated it was impoſſible Nleep ſhould viſit 

her eye-lids: ſhe remained weary, fatigued 

. and trembling, ſcarcely daring to breathe, 
from the echo that returned the ſlighteſt 
noiſe, and, by its hollow vibration, ſtruck her 
with increaſed terror. ; 


In this agitated ſtate ſhe remained, till a 
faint light illumined her dreary abode, and 
ſhe perceived returning day; it was welcom- 


ed with rapture ; for, though as little inclined 


to fear from ſupernatural cauſes as any of 
her ſex, yet it was * a young and 
| timid 
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timid mind, overwhelmed with apprehenſion. 

of expectant evil, could diveſt herſelf of 

that terror the gloom of ſuch a place mult - 
naturally create. She ſelt a comparative 
load taken off her boſom, when ſhe could 

_ diſcern the objects around her, though the 

light was feeble and in ſome places imperſect. 

She waited with trembling impatience for 
the coming of Donna Padilla : tis true, ſhe 

had every thing to dread from her furious 

jealouſy ; but ſhe wiſhed to know the worſt- 

that could happen, whatever 1t might be. 


After ſome hours of ſuſpenſe, Padilla and 
her attendant entered the room; the latter 
with bread and water; he ſet it down and 
withdrew ; her features wore an aſpect of leſs 
rage and animoſity than on the preceding 
evening. She ſeated herſelf, and ſeemed to 
be collecting herſelf to peak without pon. 


Be Adelaide,” aid ſhe, © © you may Judge 
from the ſteps. that I have taken, that I am 
determined to carry my int tis in your 


Fo power 
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power to make me a friend, to ſecure to your- 
ſelf a comfortable aſylum for life, or, on the 
contrary, an implacable enemy, who will 
confine you in this caſtle, without a poſſibi- 
lity of eſcape, or of your exiſtence ever being 
known. Conſider well on the alternative; 
you are friendleſs and unprovided for; I have 
heard you mention a Convent as a'deſirable 
retieat; ſuch I will provide for you, and 
ſecure a ſum of money for your penſion and 

ſupport. Can you deſire more? 

And what, madam, are the facrifices I 

muſt make to obtain this ſituation?” aſked 
Adelaide. © What is it you require?“ 
To copy and fign this paper,” anſwered 

the, © as a letter from yourſelf to the 

governor,” _ | 


She took the paper, and, with ſome difi- 
culty read what follows. 


« A prior attachment, which I could not 

| ſubdue; rendered me inſenſible to the honour 

you generouſly offered of your hand and 
| | 1 55 heart. 
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heart. Particular reaſons obliged me to 
adopt particular meaſures to forward my on 
plans. I ſhall ſee you no more, but I ſhall . 
be intereſted in your happineſs; and, if I 
dared, would recommend it to you, to ſeek 
it with Donna Padilla, who appears to be 
amiable and deſerving: but of that you are - 
the beſt Judge. Adieu, . fir, for ever, and 
accept of my thanks and good wiſhes. 


ADELAIDE, ' 


When ſhe had peruſed the paper, ſhe 
returned it to Donna Padilla, with a fixed 
and contemptuous look. 


e Tf ſuch is to be the price of my liberty, 
and the only means by which I can eſcape 
from your power, I reje& the conditions 
with my whole heart. I will never ſet my 
name to a falſchood, much leſs recommend 
a woman you have taught me to deſpiſe.” 


'Tis. impoſſible to give any adequate 
deſcription of the fury that poſſeſſed this 
VOL. 11. * Tageful 
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rageful woman ; ſhe uttered the moſt ſhock- 
ing execrations, and at length, drawing a 


poniard, vowed ſhe would inſtantly deprive 
her of life if ſhe did not. _ her, 


| re 
e Follow me,” cried ſhe, ce into another la 
room; write what I ſhall dictate, or, by every 
Saint in heaven, I ſwear this day ſhall be the et 


: laſt of your exiſtence.” | ti 
Then it will be the termination of my 

* misfortunes,” anſwered Adelaide, gathering e 

courage from deſpair, yet keeping a watchful p 

eye on her hand; © better to die innocent, it 

; than to exiſt with an upbraiding conſcience.” MW h 


% Preſuming wretch! die then,“ cricd 
the fury, making a ſtroke at her. 


Adelaide caught her arm; they ſtruggled; 
when, in that eventful moment, a ſudden noiſe 
and voices were heard: the furprife threw 
Padilla off her guard, and Adelaide wreſted 

the weapon from her; but, overcome by her 
exertions, terror, and ſuſpenſe of the moment, 
ſhe had Joſt falten You on her time-worn 
feat, 
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ſcat; when the door burſt open, and the 
goverhor, with three men, entered the room. 


A an i ben Wee 


recalled the almoſt fleeting ſenſes of Ade- 


laide, who men enter, without knowing 
whether they were friends or enemies. An 


exclamation from the governor at the ſame 
time, made her turn her eyes and obſerve 
who it was. The tranſition from terror to 


extreme joy, was more than ſne could ſup- 
port; her ſenſes fled, and ſhe fell at his feet 
in the moment that he was going to ſupport 
her. vr 


— 


While he raiſed her from the ground, and 


with the help of the water, intended for her 
beverage, reſtored her to life, Donna Pa- 
dilla ſat fixed like one petrified: the men 


ſhe ſaw herſelf detected, expoſed, and de- 


ſpiſed. Deſperate and furious ſhe drew near 
them, and, before either could attend to her 

motions, ſhe caught up the poniard, which 
4 N 


guarded the door; ſhe could not paſs, and 


had - 
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had fallen from Adelaide's band, and, quick 
as. lightning, ſtabbed her over the arm of the 
governor, and then wounded herſelf deſpe- 
rately. She fell, ie a Now I am ſatis- 
fied, now I am OG 


The men ran to Appen her: —Don 
Lopez diſtractingly calling for aſſiſtance to 
Adelaide, who was far more terrified than 
hurt, for his'arm had broken the force of the 
blow and the wound was not deep; but as 
that could not be known immediately, the 
governor was almoſt deprived of reaſon when 


he ſaw the blood iſſue from her boſom, and 


beheld ker a ſecond time lifeleſs in his arms. 


All was confuſion and uproar; the man 
and woman belonging to Donna Padilla, 
carried her into another room. Don Lopez 
ſent off n meſſenger to Viana, about three 
mies from the caſtic, for a Surgeon, Ade- 
lade was conveyed into the apartment ſhe 


| had Gift lept in; and in a-ſhort time, to the 


8 A joy of Don Lopez, ſhe was 
BY reſtored 
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reſtored to her ſenſes; the blood was ſtaunch- 
ed, and they had every. cauſe to hope the 


wound would prove of no dangerous ten- 


dency. 


— 
2 


Her preſerver would not permit her to 


ſpeak till the Surgeon arrived; his anxiety 
was truly diſtreſfing to the grateful girl; nor 
was ſhe unmindful of the wretched cauſe of 
this diſtreſs :—ſhe pointed to the door with 
an expreſſive look, and uttered the name of 
Padilla, He ſtarted at the ſound, but comi- 
| prehending her humane intention, “ will 
haſten to inquire her fate, deareſt Adelaide; 


do not feel the ſmalleſt pain for an unworthy 


woman, whatever has happened.“ ya 


Fe left the room for a moment, and met 


the woman; from her he was informed * that 


ſhe was alive; but, whether in danger or not, 
could not be known for the preſent.” 


With this account he returned-quickly to 
Adelaide, and it ſeemed to give her pleaſure. 
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The Supt very ſhortly made his „ 
ance, and, to the unſpeakable delight of the 
governor, he pronounced her wound to be of 
no conſequence; it was not deep, and in the 
fleſh only : when he had dreſſed it, he re- 
paired to Donna Padilla, and found her in a 
much more doubtful ſtate, though not abſo- 
lutely dangerous; for, in the furious agitation 
of her ſpirits ſhe had kailedia both attempts. 


4 The firſt th ſhe aſked Was of Ade- 
laide ; as he had not been acquainted that ſhe 
was the afſaſſin, he readily repeated the lame 
favourable 1 5 885 he had before given. 


ec How!” cried ſhe, repulſing his offered 


. aſſiſtance, © has ſhe eſcaped my yengeance ? 


Shall I fall a victim to gratify a low inſigni- 


ficant wretch ? Shall ſhe triumph?“ 


Here ſhe fell into ravings little ſhort of 
madneſs; and it was ſome time before the 
Surgeon could bring her to any degree of 
calmnebs, or. _ * would permit him to 


examine 
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examine her wound: in her rage the diſ- 
covered to him; that it was ſhe who had 
made the deſperate ſtroke againſt the lady 
and herſelf ; and therefore he took an advan- 
tage of the diſcovery, by repreſenting to her 
the ill conſequences that muſt reſult from ſuch. 
an affair be ing made public: that, in all pro- 
bability, her hurt was not more dangerous 
than Adelaide's, and that the recovery of 
both might cauſe the buſineſs to be huſhed 


"yo 


After pauſing for a moment, ſhe requeſted 
to ſee Don Lopez: he followed the meſſen- 
ger with ſome trepidation, for he concluded 
ſhe was dying. She was exceſſively agitated 
when he appeared, | 


&« Forgive me, governor,” ſaid ſhe; © I 
know not whether I am to live or die: for- 
give me therefore, and impute all my errors 
to a too warm affection, and a dilappointed 
pation.” | | 


3 bs 1 
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This addreſs, accompanied by lobks 
equally ne an his reſentment. 


e I do Sad cordially hogs Joy”! ſard 


be, © fince the effects of your blind rage are 


not likely to prove fatal :—T hope alſo you 
vill recover; you may, if you pleaſe, deſerve 
my future eſteem and friendſhip, if a proper 
ſenſe of your errors and ungovernable paſ- 
ſions, produces a change in your diſpoſition. 
L entreat you to permit all poſſible aſſiſtance | 
ſor the preſervation of your life ;—the perſon 
you have moſt wronged, is truly anxious for 
your ſafety :—let this gentleman perform his 
duty, and all may yet be well.” | 


He retired, and, after ſome few entreaties 
and expoſtulations from the Surgeon, the 
deſire of life (which can only be extinguiſhed 
by frenzy and deſpair for a moment) returned 
as her paſſion abated, and ſhe ſubmitted to 

his ſkill. The wound ſhe had given herſclt 
was deeper, and in a more critical part than 
5 s, yet he apprehended no great 


danger, 


\ 
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OPER unleſs the turbulence of her emotions 
ſhould bring on a fever, which he rather 
dreaded from a raiſed pulſe - and agitated 
ſpirits :—he candidly delivered his opinion, 
and told her every thing POE: upon 
herſelf. Xp br. 


— 


His e was heard 1 Adelaide with 
much ſatisfaction: though ſhe had every thing 
to dread from a woman capable of ſuch 
ſnocking attempts, yet the idea of her death 
ſhe could not ſupport, from feeling herſelf 
the cauſe that had driven her to deſperation. 


Not to dwell on this horrid ſubject, in the 
courſe of three days both ladies were pro- 
nounced out of danger, and Adelaide in a 
convaleſcent ſtate, that tranſported the gene- 
rous Governor beyond all bounds. He had 
paid a daily viſit to Donna Padilla, at the 
requeſt of her amiable rival: ſhe preſerved 
her temper, which ſeemed mellowed into 
ſober ſeriouſneſs, not angry or reſentful; and 
he treated her with a civility that greatly 


. . Plc aſed 
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pleaſed her, and which ' ſhe acknowledged 
he had no claims to Nee 


On the third Ws arrived a meſſenger from 


the Counteſs to Padilla; from the import of 


which, Adelaide, to her great aſtoniſhment, 
found that lady had been perfectly acquainted 
with, and acceſſary in the plot againſt her. 
Hitherto the governor had evaded giving 
her any information by what means he had 
traced her: he now told her, “that, having 
many motives for ſuſpecting the two ladies, 
he had condeſcended to take ſuch ſteps to 
procure intelligence, as would, in any other 
caſe, have been mean and unwarrantable. 
Two ſervants were bribed. to watch their 
motions ; from one of Padilla's he heard, the 
morning of that day ſhe pretended to be too 
ill to ſee company, ſhe had ſet off privately 
from Eſte lla; but ſhe had confided to no 
one the ſecret of her journey: he had there- 
tore to ſend perſons about to the ſeveral 
avenues of the city to learn her route :—he 
Was at length ſucceſsful, and that ſame night 


follow ed 


4 
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followed her, paknown: to- any ene The 


much, and occaſioned great loſs of time; 


Fortunately he met a peaſant, who, on enquiry, 


told him, he was not far from an old caſtle, 


almoſt gone to decay, but where he might 
have reſt for himſelf and his horfes. It 


ſtruck him inſtantly, he ſaid, that ſuch a 


place was not unlikely to be the priſon of 


Adelaide :—the idea haſtened him on; he 
arrived and got entrance in that critical 
minute, when the life or death of this en 
object hung in the balance.“ 


Donna Padilla had the meſſenger cloſetted 


with her ſome time; he was admitted to the 
fide of her bed; ſhe could not write, theres 


fore only a verbal anſwer could be returned 
to the Counteſs, whoſe anxiety in not hearing 
from her aſſociate, had cauſed her to ſend a 


man to the caſtle.” The ſubject of their 


conference was not known; the meſſenger: 


fer off on his return, and the governor dis- 
dained to aſk any queſtions. 
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The Surgeon aſſured him Adelaide mighc 
de removed without any apprehenſion of 
| danger.—But where was ſhe to go? If in- 
deed ſhe would accept of his hand, then he 
could conduct her in triumph to Eſtella, and 
have a legal right to protect her from her 
enemies: but this he ought not in delicacy 
to urge, leſt gratitude ſhould induce. her to 
make a ee, ſhe might pi A regret, 


e were the eee en that diſ- 
turbed the repoſe of Don Lopez; the more 
forlorn and oppreſſed her ſituation. was, the 
more his mind. revolted againſt the appear- 
ance of faſtening an obligation on her's, 
which might fetter it with a ſenſe of favours 
| ſhe: was unable to repay. His love and 
. admiration. increaſed hourly ; but, convinced 
that he had not made any impreſſion upon her 
heart, he endeavoured to reſtrain every ap- 
pearance of fondneſs, under the reſpectful 
dilintereſtedneſs, of friendſhip. | 


| Aſter 


After weighing every circumſtance-attend- 
ing this unfortunate young woman, he ſaw no 
plan ſhe could adopt, but that of reſiding with 
his fiſter ; and he refolved- out of hand to 

e the e | | 
On entering the antes be 1 Ade 
hide reſting her head on her hand, loſt in 
thought; her face pale, but inexpreſſibly 
intereſting, from the ſoft langour that per- 
vaded her features—when ſhe raiſed her eyes 
to his with a look of gratitude and reſpeck- 
Aſter a little preliminary chat, he mentioned 
to her the Surgeon's opinion; adding, I 
am truly anxious to have you removed from- 
this caſtle and it's owner ;—you may recollect 
two propoſals I had the honour of making to- 
you at our laſt' conference in Eſtella; can 
either of them deſerve your attention ? or 
can you point out any more effectual mode 
of providing for your ſafety and future re- 
poſe? your happineſs muſt conſtitute mine; 
teach me then, lovely Adelaide, how ao fol- 
bets 25 low - 
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low the lead of your wiſhes—and ſpeak cher 


e 


nee with md It was ve 
moments before ſhe could overcome her 
emotions, and venture to ſpeak ; at length 


the expreſſed the feelings of her heart with 


energy; acknowledged him to be her only 
friend and the preſerver of her life ;—that life 
ſhe would moſt readily dedicate to the ſer- 
vice of his ſiſter, if that lady could be im- 
preſſed with favourable ſemiments for her, 


and allow her to cultivate-her good opinion: 


4 to have the power, ſhe added; of 
- proving her gratitude to the moſt worthy of 
mankind, and alleviating the ſorrows of a 
reſpectable woman, was the only. preferable 
choice _ could on. to an aſylum in a 
convent.” 


This anſwer was deciſive againſt any faint 
hopes Don Lopez had indulged for himſelf; 
and he was too generous to permit any ap- 


pearance of diſappointment to. be viſible to 
3 her: 


* 
# 
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heri—on the contrary, he thanked legs 4 


warmly for her comphment to his ſiſter, and 
congratulated himſelf on the pleaſure of 
bringing two ſuch hearts acquainted with each 

other. He told her that he would fend that 
evening to Viana for a carriage, to be with 
them the following day, and convey her 
immediately to Judella ; near which the Coun- 
teſs De Guſman, his ſiſter, reſided. | 


« She is already acquainted with you by 
name and character, faid he; © for we are, 
frequent correſpondents, and have no re- 
ſerves; conſequently, you may be aſſured ſhe 
will rejoice to ſee you.” 

« But,” ſaid Adelaide, with ſome heſita- 
tion, © will it not be proper that both Danna 
Padilla and the Counteſs ſhould know where 
I am? Will they not otherwiſe injure my 
fame by the moſt odious ſuggeſtions, know- 
ing I ſhall leave this houſe with you?” 

e And whois there, my charming friend, 
aſked he, © whoſe opinion you are ſolicitous 
about? thoſe women deſerve not a moment's 

conſideration, 
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* conſideration; and, if they are ignorant of 
your ſituation, can form no plots againſt you. 
I cannot ſee the neceſſity for being anxious 
to be juſtified to perſons ſo worthleſs.” 

% Pardon me fir,” anſwered ſhe, bluſh- 
ing. © I have been taught that the reſpect 
* to our gwn feelings, ſnould make us 
deſirous· of leaving no doubtful character to 
the mercy. of tht malignant. My peculiarly 
unhappy fituation ſubjects. me to conceal- 
ments that are. very painful to an ingenuous 
mind; but I will not voluntarily add. to un- 
favourable conjectures, even from an enemy; 
and perhaps when removed from Eſtella, no 
longer an opject of jealouſy or diſlike, Donna 
- Padilla will find it her own intereſt to be 
tender of my. fame. - Suffer me then openly 


do reſide with your ſiſter, without leaving it 


to chance to diſcover where I am; for, where 
there ſeems an intended myſtery, it generally 
implies ſomething wrong.” 

© You muſt do as you pleaſe,” returned 
the governor, *<* for tis impoſſible but you 
mult. be right in all your intentions: ſuch 
| delicacy 


2 


* 


— 
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deliency and- ſuch prudence i is uncommonly 
rare in perſons ſo young. I will vifit Donna 
Padilla this evening ;—againſt my inclinations 
indeed; for, the more virtues I diſcover in 
you, the greater is my deteſtation of her 
character. But I will frankly acquaint her 
with our intended route, and the final annihi- 
lation of all my hopes.“ hs EST (bY 


# * 
4 5 4 7" a 


He roſe with ſome emotion, ar left the 
room. : * 70 


Adelaide took herſelf to taſt for the cold- 
neſs of her heart towards a man. ſo truly 
amiable; but -ſhe felt ſuch an invincible re- 
pugnance to the idea of being united to him 

for life, that ſhe was convinced it would be 
a poor return for his love and generoſity, to 
beſtow a reluctant hand, with all the diſ- 
agreeable circumſtances that attended her. 
Conſoled by this reflection, ſne was not 
perfectly eaſy when ſhe thought of her intro- 
duction to the Counteſs Guzman; ſhe was 
truly (what Donna Padilla and her friend had 
ſtyled her" in contempt) an adventurer with- 
out: 
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out any vouchers for her character, any proofs | 


to adduce for her veracity and integrity, but 
her own ſimple narrative ; and, eyen in that, 
there was myſtery and ſecrecy, ſuch as, 
according to her own ideas, © implied ſome- 
thing wrong.” It was humiliating to appear 

under a veil of concealment to a lady ſhe 
was taught to reſpect; and only an early 


prejudice ſhe had imbibed againſt a monaſtic 


ite, which ſhe regarded as the very laſt 
reſource, could have induced her to accept 
the governor's offer: of two evils ſhe choſe 


the leaſt repugnant. to her mind, though far 


from ** pleaſant to her — 


T * ndeferigable governor had procured 
the carriage, and every accommodation to 


prevent her from being fatigued or injured by 


its motion in their little journey, T is in little 
minute things, which eſcape a common mind, 
that may be diſcerned the reſpect and affec- 
tion of a delicate and attentive one. Adelaide 


was not inſenſible to ſuch uncommon proos 


of an — that did her fo much 


| honour 3 


ry „ = 
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honour ; but ſhe felt humbled by them, from 
a conſciouſneſs that ſhe could make no return 
but cold expreſſions of gratitude; with which, 
however,” he appeared to be 2 
pleaſed, and well latiahed. - 


As they travelled very ſlowly, ſhe took an 
ogcaſion to a{k him, in a pauſe of converſa- 
tion, © What had paſſed in his laſt 1 interview 
with Donna Padilla.“ 
74 „ 
« am aſhamed to repeat, anſwered he, 
« the wild, impertinent and ſtrange conduct 
of this woman. The affection, or rather 
paſſion (for the former is too mild a term fur 
ber feelings) the thought proper, in defiance 
of decorum, to expreſs for me; the propoſals 
ſhe made were ſo extravagant, that only the 
ſituation her raſh hand had thrown her into, 
could prevent me from openly avowing the 
ſcorn and deteſtation I held her in: as it 
was, I drew upon myſelf a torrent of. re- 
proaches,” . 
* _ wh upon me? afked Adelaide. 
* ec Oh, * 


a 
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cc Oh, „ anſwered he, ſmiling, ee you did 
not eee malignant tongue; I was com- 
pelled to threaten her, im a very high tone, 
for the attempt upon yout liſe, and with the 
detection of all her ſchemes, before I could 
ſilence her invectives: but ſnhe is unworthy 
of your notice,“ added he. iI ſhall only 
tell you, that; though the Surgeon thinks her 
perfectly free from any danger of death by 
her wound, he aſſured her, before me, that 
ſhe muſt endeavour to tranqufſize her mind, 
or ſhe would bring on a fever that might 
prove fatal. At any rate ſhe, may look for- 
ward to a fortnight's confinement in the 
ruinous caſtle ; and I adviſed her to ſend for 
her dear friend the Counteſs to conſole her. 
This ſet her a raving; and I took the liberty 
to leave her in the height of her paſſion, that 
ſhe might grow cool at leiſure,” T? 

« ] cannot,” ſaid Adelaide, © entirely 
diveſt myſelf of apprehenſion,” that I am 
marked out by the two ladies as an object of 
vengeance, though unconſcious of deſerving 
it; and if ſo, no aſylum will preſerve me 
é 1 from 
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from their machinations. But I will not anti- 
cipate evils; — tell me, my lord, of your 
reſpectable ſiſter; how long ſince is ĩt chat ſhe 
loſt her lamented daughter ?” 

25 Daughter !” repeated the governor, 
„ ſhe. never was ſo happy as to have a 
daughter it was a ſon ſhe loſt ſome years 
ago, and that fatal event was attended by. 
ſuch melancholy circumſtances, that her 
friends are particularly careful never to drop 
any expreſſion that may tend to revive her 
remembrance, if indeed the ſad idea is ever 
abſent from her mind. She-.endeavours, 
however, not to obtrude her grief upon the 
very few perfons ſhe admits to ſee her; and 
the natural ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition pre- 
vents her temper: from being ſoured by her 
misfortune, though it has leſſened her cheer- 
fulneſs. If, therefore, lovely Adelaide, you 
can. reconcile_ yourſelf to retirement, and a 
very ſmall circle, I am confident my ſiſter 
will moſt gratefully ſtudy, by her beſt ſervices, - 
to render that ee per her We 


zgreeable t to you.” - | 
. Such 
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„Such a friend and companion,” repli 4 
Adelaide, is the utmoſt ſtretch of my 
wiſhes, and I am impatient to be introduced,” 


The horſes, however, did not keep pace 


with her impatience, for the driver had his" 


- inſtructions to ſpare her from fatigue ; and it 
| was near the cloſe of the day before they 
turned out of the road, and paſſed through a 
: long and dark avenue of trees, near half a 
mile long; when, at a ſmall diſtance, was ſeen 
the turrets of a caſtle riſing above the trees, 
and a winding road brought them quickly to 

the gates. On ringing a large deep-ſounding 
bell, they very ſoon found admittance; a 
ſervant was feat in to announce them, and at 
the entrance of a large hall they were met by 
the Marchioneſs De Guzman, . 


She advanced and embraced her young 
viſiter : A thouſand welcomes, my amiable 
friend; my heart already challenges the 
title :—and you, my good brother, mult 
inſtruct me how to deſerve it.“ 


Adelaide 
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Adelaide was charmed with her kindnefs. 
How different was this reception from the 

cold forbidding air her former patroneſs had 

met her with. The Marchioneſs held her 

hand, and led her into a very noble ſaloon. 
4 Once more,” ſaid the, ſeating her, I. 
congratulate myfelf on the acquiſition of ſuch 

a companion; tis an obligation 1 _ never 

forget, and conſtantly ſtudy to merit.” 


Some refreſhments were brought in, and, 
before the domeſtics, the Marchioneſs addreſ- 
ſed her brother on common ſubjects. During 
this time Adelaide had an opportunity of 
examining her new friend. She appeared to 
be about forty, not tall, nor very elegantly 
formed, yet perfectly eaſy and agreeable in 
her perſon: a mild placid air was diffuſed 
over her countenance : her ſmile irre ſiſtibly 
ſweet ; yet you might obſcrve a fort of habi- 
tual melancholy that quickly ſucceeded the 
temporary ſmile of pleaſure. The tones of 
her voice were inexpreſſibly touching, and 

the fofinels of her manners very attractive: 
3 ; © WR 
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an expreſſive eye denoted good fenſe and 

feeling, without oppreſſing you by its keen- 

neſs:—in ſhort, her whole appearance was 
calculated to inſpire affection and reſpect. 


- When the ſervants were withdrawn, ſhe 
preſſed the hand vf Adelaide to her lips; 


*«« My amiable young friend, conſider this 


* houſe as your home; - banith all reſerve, and 
look upon me as a parent, —lI fear you are 
not well, - the journey has fatigued you,— 
tis a pretty long one—let my woman get 
your apartment ready.” 


By all means,“ ſaid the governor; © my 


lovely Adelaide, you muſt want reſt,” 
c J do indeed,” anſwered ſhe; « for I 
feel extremely weak. 


This was fallicient for the Marchioneſs; 
all neceſſary - accommodations were ſoon 


arranged: the governor mentioned the hurt 


ſhe had received, though not the particulars ; 
his ſiſter, who had accuſtomed herſelf to aſſiſt 


her neighbours and domeſtics, choſe to drefs 


the 


= A 
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the Soils herſelf, which appeared big ws” 
fling, and required no fkill..” She was ſoon = 
placed in a comfortable bed, with the Coun- f 
lb woman to 155 ee 1e W 
Er 
That ie dy: now trated to „ bebe, 
and from him heard all the: late occurrences; 
and the Whole of Adelaide's ſtory, as far as 
had been communicated to him. She u ? 
aſtoniſhed at the fortitude and peculiar ſitua- 
tion of this amiable girl, and had too much 
generoſity: to ſuſpect any ching unfavourable 
to her character from the myſtery that enve- 


loped her earlier days. She execrated the 
cruel women who had planed her deſtruction: 
and aſſured the governor, ſince he could not 
prevail upon her to become his wife, ſne 
would be a parent to . _ n ber n 2 
future misfortunes. * 


* % 2 
. Nie 14 


Charmed with his filter S i Don 


Lopez made her ſuitable acknowledgments, 
and confeſſed, that having now. procured har 


an aſy lum, he _ it * to his Peace 5 
vol. 11. Rk 
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of mind to leave her almoſt immediately; 
« Her preſence, ſaid he, © increaſes my 
affection, and adds to my regrets ; I cannot 
always command my feelings, and . I ſee that 
my too-viſible uneaſineſs gives her pain. I 
ſhall quit your daſtle therefore to-morrow, 
aſſured that in your ſociety ſhe will ſoon. re- 
oover her ſpirits and health: ſhe is a treaſure, 
my eee een 
care. 


The Counteſs was extremely attached to 
her worthy brother: ſhe had not ſeen him 
for ſome time before, and heard of his inten- 
tion to depart the next day with ſome con- 
cer; but, conviticed that he was right in the 
reaſons he adduced, he refrained from ex- 
preſſimg her wiſhes for his company, and only 
aſſured him of her attention to his ene 
favourite. 


Adebide, Sbm 4be-ramborts 3 
bed, and a more compoſed mind, enjoyed 
the luxury of ſieep ſor many hours, and awoke 
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in the morning ſo perſe&tly reficſhed, at | 
munen | 5 | 


The Marchioneſs was ſoon at the his of 
her bed; linen and other neceſſaries were 
provided for her; ſhe aſſiſted her -weman in 
the little offices of dreſſing, and then Con- 
ducted her to an adjoining room, Where the 
governor waited to take his chocolate with | 
her, nnd then to return en Hu, TY 


- 


Adelaide had. too much calibiltp 1 ra- 
titude to ſee him depart, without feeling hoe 
emotion; and, perceiving very plainly his 
n 
reprels ber . | 


MES. Farewell, my belt, aud at 8 my 
only friend,” faid ſne; may heaven and 
its holy ſaints re ward you for all your kindneſs 
to a poor unprotected, .grphan ! while this 
heart beats, reſpect, affection and gratitude, 
will be its predominant feclingg my Prayers 
* your hoppineſs-mall da. * * 


— 
9 . 7 N 
— - * - F , 
* a 
” 
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ſaints above; ; d. the preſerver of my life 
ſhall ever be the firſt aur of my cares and 
| nes.” 8 

« Say not too "PE dear Adelaide, 
cried he, kiſſing her hand, “your image, 
your kind expreſſions, are engraven on my 
heart: that heart is yours, and your happi- 
neſs its chief concern.” He turned from her 


to his N 4 go Love each other, and do not 


He - quired the A pefement haſtily ; threw 


himſelf into the carriage, and ordered the 
driver to proceed at a great rate. The two 
ladies looked at each other in expreſſive 
ſilence: tears flowed down the cheeks of 
3 at length, — Ah! madam,” ſaid 
ſhe, „how can I expett, or claim your 
friendſhip cent en e 


By your virtues, my ſweet giti: the 


mind that can prefer a ſituation ſo unworthy 
of its mg, and reject: rank and indepen- 
dence fromP 


| of arc W I LE cannot but applaud, de- 


— 


——— | | mands, 


gciple, at leaſt from a principle 


TA: —_— 'T4Y 


indi in my opinion, both admiration and . 


elteem. However worthy my good brother 
is, if your heart ſpeaks not in his, favour, 


you do right to reject him: if you acted 
otherwiſe, I ſhould think leſs of Jour delicacy 
and integrity than I now do.” 

% How good you are, my. deaf lady, "bf 
exclaimed Adelaide, kiſſing her hand; c u 
reaſſure my drooping ſpirits. All that know 
of my own heart is devoted to Don Lopez; 


but it ſhrinks with ul at e idea of 


marriage 3 2 l 


ce Say no more,” Newa the Karchige* | 


neſs ; © your hour is not yet come; when it 


does, heaven grant the ſelection of your 
heart may be jultified by judgment and pru- 


dence. Mean- time, it ſhall be my tare to 
remove from your mind the recollection of © 
paſt misfortunes: the attentions you demand 
from me, will have the happieſt effects 8 
my mind, by changing the object which at 
preſent occupies it, and engaging it in new 
ideas, that muſt be productive of pleaſure ig 
vyſel —Yes, my dear Adelaide, / 1 look 

V upon 


. F 
* ' * 
% . k 
* 


- & 


| | 
ef * —_ : % 
iN 


6 12 5 
upon you as a bleſſing ſent to me = 
heaven, as a feet companion to ſooth my 
wrrows, to whom F ſhall owe the greateſt of 
6.0 all oblige; e ee ee | 


The grateful gl n ee returns 
do kindneſs fo affecting and in this pleaſing 
© . Feeiprotity of ſentiment we will leave _ 

Eto ths ore | 


_— 


Sbon acer his arrival at the caſtle, Dor 
Felix came to his apartment, equally anxious 
anch curious to know the cauſe of his abſence, 

5 % eee eee dee ſome 
N B POS I | 


"When a hl eerie Lf 
**- mation that haſtened him to purſue Padill 
| he wrote a ſhort note to his gueſt, apolo 

_ _ giving for his fudden journey, and requeftia 
* - he would remain as maſter of the caftle u 
bis return. Don Felix, much ſurpriſe 
© ceurried this note to the Counteſs; he obſerve: 
5 1 3 . 


89 ov» 
1 
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nr 


* Wb is there: in thi wehen you, my 


day lady 2” a 
J fear, l A 


eee .] fear.this good andi 


too credulous governor will be dupe to the 
artful contrivances of a worthleſs gigh: —1 
have no doubt but he is gone in purſuit of 
i. — hantly bs o romancie, I 
ſhould thipk, returned Don Felix; and 
bur laſt gight was perfeftly ung quainted with 
me route ſo firapgely concealed.” 
* 1 wih J Wax be miſtaken,” Gid the, 

« for he is too worthy à man to be made a 

ll facrifice of taguplicicy aud art: 
ol allow, be is Rrangely, infaruared by the um 
JOE GOES REO . 


Don Felix 8 make, Yo was ; horridly 
vexed inthe idea, that the governgs had been 


H 4 ingelligeMe. 


he changad colour, and kope, in vain. 4p 


* 
I SS —— 
® . — 5 8 
"> 


3 * 3 4 
2 4 & * 


but zou muſt 


dus e dean himſelf in procuring 


DEED 


8 
8 
> me * = 


3 — — — oy 
—— —— 
* 2 
— 2 + 
* 
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telligence. His intrigue with the Countck 
was tlie effect of concurring circumſtances, 
and not an affair of the heart: ſhe amuſed, 
and ſhe gratified his vanity ; but his inclina- 
tion for Adelaide was as ſtrong, if not more 
fervent, than ever; nor had he one moment 
relaxed in his fecret endeavours to penetrate | 
through the myſtery 1 nn her ſudden 
ee N | 
He hoped, if the Counteſs was concerned 
in the buſineſs, that i in ſome fond, unguarded 
moment, he ſhould obtain her confidence: 


ä burt in this he deceived himſelf; that lady had 
been too much in the habits of intrigue; and 


a 5 too well verſed in the plots and ſecret machi- 
nations of courts, to be thrown'off her guard, 


'or make,any diſcoveries tending to her-own 
© Vifadyantage. From her therefore he gained 
nothing: all his blandiſhments had no other 
effect n to b * e | 

* i Nil no 

ky 10 Donna Padilla ”” ſhe ſaid, <« 9 
veg ill, ny law no 4s the affetted 


t9 


& \ 
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to lament ſo charming a woman ſhould be the 

victim of hopeleſs love, and accuſed the 
governor of inſenſibility and blindneſs, through 

the arts of the ungrateful girl ſhe had unhap- 

pily brought with her to Eſtella. Before that 

period,” ſhe faid, © he had certainly pre- 


— p - = * T R_—_— 
r — — 2 5 . 2 * 3 8 - — * — 
EY A EIS Er” 2... i Re CERES — ——— 1 . 
= 8 7 3 FI: e 
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ferred Donna Padilla, and all their common K 
friends _e been taught to 1 wt wg A 
be unit 1 OR 

3 | 25 V. 7 


Though Don Felix did not impliculy 
believe all this, yet he did not heſitate '. 
conclude, that Padilla was playing off the 
farce of ſickneſs, with the hope of engaging . 

the compaſſion and gratitude of Don Lope:: 
nor was he entirely diveſted of the ſuſpicions . * 
cauſed by that gentleman,  'of both ladies 
being concerned 1 in the ſcheme. . Ades 2 

Hide. e E | OS | 


*. v* - 4 © So 4 — 


N x) 


Moſt SAT 65 bore the a abſence 
of the governor ; his vexation and ſuſpenſe OM 
made-him cool in his devoirs to the Counteſs * = 
he was undetermined whether to quit. Eg 14 


„% THE int or 


dan of be idee, or wut tbr the 


return of the maſter of the caſtle:— while 
balancing in his mind, to his infinite joy, he 
heard of his arrival; he flew to his apart- 
eu, Gear his eibybes anc! fbpicions might be 
ee . 


14 


The P Ae bim with great 
polietnef, and made apologies for leaving him, 
by frankly explaining the cauſe. He told 
kim, that, having information where Adelaide 
was confined, he had haſtened to liberate her, 

which he had fortunately effectod; and he 
had left her perfectly fafe and Happy under 
perde REINA bus Biker. 


” Bax by whom mas he fied — 


aſleed the other, cagerly. 
© «© That yet remains a eres,” replied the 


governor. © I found her in a remote and 


atmoſt ruinous habication: the 'wretches. who 


had the care of her, could not ſprak French; 


4nd the, a ſtranger to our language, could not 
e RT, > They fled at my 
| approach ; 


| & — 5 «© www 
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approach; and I was too happy in finding 
her, to throw away my time, after them. 1 
again offered her my hand; ſhe choſe che 
protection of my ſiſter.—I haye no cayſe jo | 
complain; ſhe has ag undoubted right 89 
chooſe for herſelf: with the Marchionefy * 
Guzman, I am ſure ſhe will be ſafe and happy ; 
—that certainly will make me ſo.” _ 


Tou are dhe moſt fortunate, 7 
intereſted of mankind,” cried Don Felix, in 
a tone of vexation, © in ſerving the object 


of yaur affe cians; and being content with 
the conſciouſneſs of meriting a return, though. 
the fair indifferent has no heart to beſtow. 
For my part, I do not ſuſpect her of inſenſi- 
bility, but of a prior attachment. 92 98 
« It may be ſo,” anſwered the governor; 
I haye no right to pry into any ſecrets, the 
wiſhes to retain.” 
Hut ſurely, returned the other, eicher 
vou or the may guels from what quarter her 


perſecutions proceded. Do you ſuſpect the 
ladies had any concern in the buſineſ ? 


H 6 


LS 
*. 
* 


4 
L 


indeed! 


is = 


Bs eh "Tx G1 or 


Thus hard preſſed, — 4 do,” replied he, 


2 4 more than ſuſpect them; but time will 


develope all things: till then, knowing ſne 


is in ſafety, I ſhall” reſerve my conjectures 
to myſelf, and would adviſe you to do the 
© "ame, if you can have any reſetves' to Fol 


| lining Counteſs.” 7 On” 


Don F dx ſmile, but bade be rep to 
-that obſervation. | | 4 | 3 ö 19; 42 75 


- «, p £ 
£ 1 4 # ? £ 1 - * , * 


« Will you accompany r me ö this re- 


|  Qoubrable Counteſs?” 


« Yes,” anſwered the governor; (cc I wiſh 
to make my own concluſions, from the in- 
ee I Thall communicate. 


When hey were dreſſed, "they Nur to 
the lady. She received them with her ac- 
cuſtomed politeneſs, though not without 
bluſhing, and fluttering, as ſhe obſerved to 
Don Lopez, Your eee is a e 


— 


cc I am 


/ 
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Be, I am fo, madam, “ he replied, * Ahe. + 


ing been ſome days out of town, turning 
x knight-errrant, to eats a diftrefſeds why 
rare ag ae MAT, £640] blue 
1 Indeed i': ſhe erted; (ber e 
in a deep glow; and confuſion working every 
muſcle in her face;) may I aſk Who is the 
peerleſs lady; for whom you have un 
this perilous adventure? ie en es 
„ Doubtleſs, madam; ſince 1 come pur- 
; poſely to entitle myſelf to your ladyſhip's 
thanks, by informing you, that I have had 
the inexpreflible pleaſure to reſcue your lovely 
young friend, Adelaide, from the hands of her 
raviſhers; and to place her with my ſiſter, 
the Marchioneſs De Guzman, who will, Fam 
_ treat her nn to her merits.” | 


I " an 5 bester depitted in the 
countenance of the lady, beggars all deſcrip- 
tion; ſhe attempted to ſpeak, but the words 
died on her tongue. The governor malici- 


ouſly enjoyed her painful embarraſſment. As 


Rp; after a * pauſe, he went on. — 


ER wound | 


— 


WJ. 


„n <33-64A&:; On; © 


1 found. the Peerleſs Py you.juftly 


al her, confined. in a ruinous caſtle, with 
 Gvages, who were ſtraugers to her language; 


nor could ſhe learn from them who were the 
-guthors of the inſults offered to her. Thank 
| Heaven! I came in time to fave her from the 
moſt imminent impending danger; and, as 
ſhe was apprehenſive that, with your ladyſhip, 
ſhe could not be ſafe from the machinations 
of her enemies, my ſiſter offered her an aſylum, 
which ſhe condeſcended to accept; and re- 
queſted me to wait on you with the intelli- 
gence of her ſituation, having no 1 
eee ee for her ſafety.” _ 


This equivocal account, and acackoling 
8 the Counteſs time to rally 
her ſpirits; and, doubting whether her ſhare 
in the black tranſaction had come to light, 
the affected a cheerfulneſa, foreign to her 
heart, and, in lively terms, congratulated the 
governor on his ſucceſsful atchievements ; 
£xprefling much - ſatisfaction at Adelaide's 


+ EET 0 ſo warm. 4 friend as 
* 


f 
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the Marchioneſs De Guzman: concluding- 


to know, in what manner ſhe ſhould convey 
| ef AE 


Den Liokin, who had his own rating not 
to irritate her, or openly avow his knowledge 


of her duplicity, fimply gave his ſiſter's ad- 


dreſs, without making any comments on what 
the Eid. He did not mention Donna Padilla ; 
nor did the ; but Don Felix, ho had been 


filently making enn 


cried out, 


tote Counteſs! you ſhould haſten 


this good news to your friend, Donna Padilla ; 
for I have no doubt but her Yinck originated 
from her concern for the fate of this young 
girl;—it commenced ſo ſuon aſter, that we 
cannot aſſign any other cauſe. The intelli- 
gence the governor has brought, will, I dare 


ſay, contribute to her recovery more ſpeedily 


than all the efforts of the medical tribe.“ 


1% 
himſelf, and a proceftreſs ſo ohliging as he 6 
an incoherent, ironical ſpeech, wic requeſting 


. — 


160 ru OIAI OF: - 
Ile uttered this with an air ſo natural, that 
che Counteſs, who eyed him 1 


A ws We by we Be ande 


1 fhatl ot A your "nds ſn "A 
* and, if I am admitted, have the pleaſure to 
0” the nfs — 5 


4. ſhort deſaltory conve ration took- place 
after this, in which ſhe mentioned her inten- 


tion to leave Eſtella, the moment her amiable 


friend could travel, who had kindly ee N 
to e her to Grenada. | 


The . governor, diſpuſted with her dupli- 
eity, ſhortened his viſit, by politely taking 


| leave, without propoſing any party, or offering 


His attendance as uſual: he would not directly 
offend, or oblige her to throw off her maſk, 
becaufe he might ftill keep an eye upon her 
conduct: neither could he offer eiriktter to 
A CARE he e deteſted. IA; 


Don 


. N 
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3 Don Felix: choſe to remain; which com- 
pliment was very gratifying to the Counteſs; / 
She affected to burſt into violent euerer 
"nw; Don LO bu 1/0 the room. „ 


cc What A; bets Don Furioſo this OY | 
emed he; * adopting the rage of Chi- 
valty; to reſcue forlorn damſels; to ſtoren old 
caſtles,” and carry off the captive lady; in 
triumph, to the chateau of his widowed liſter! 
= pretty romance, I vow ; what" "thinks. 
| + ee e 12+ 3x67, Of Hay 
i TX 10 % ein a K 
Oh, e he replied; © the goers - 
nor is a thorough Caſtillian; he is quite a hero 
in the cauſe of the ladies: caſtles, giants 
ſorcerers, or lions, could not reſtrain the im- 
petuoſity of his deſire to deliver the fair from 
captivity, and be the valiant knight to bteaæ 
hy ws and bay: the u avher feet. 
„In n : 4 id 4771 22375; * * A 
The Counteſs * with this ſallyß, 
in her own ſtyle; and Don Felix, without en- N 
| * giants, 1900 tbe A to enjoy 
ber 


* 
"| A 


: * — 7 | F- f ö 
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ker ſmiles,, and entire approbation. - Bur, 
alas b the lady: had been; tos, prodigal; and 
had been obliged, even: to a ſurfeit. Adelaide 
had been the attraction that led him to the 
Counteſs: now he was bo longer within his 
reach, but abſolutely loſt to him through her 
ſchemes, far from being an object of admi- 
tation, he really viewed her with. diſguſt, 
But his active mind and intriguing ſpirit 
had ſuggeſted another. plan, in which - he 
hoped to make her a principal inlrumonss 
and therefore he had his own motives bh 


| ee won repens; ane 


| They laughed ne bor or . 
len: ſeparated—Don Felix to the gover- 
nor, the Counteſs to her apartment; where, 

at liberty to indulge her chagrin and vexs- 
tion, the ſummoned her faithful Mitrand, and 
acquainted her with Adclaide's ſituation. 
This woman, wha had enjoyed but à par- 
tial confidence, and wag entirely à ſtranget 
to the plan farmed by che tya ladies, expreſ- 
. | ; 5 — ma 
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_ gallantry; but the object of her jealouſ being 
removed, and not likely to return and dif- 


pute with her the favour of her miſtreſs, ſue 


was perfectly indifferent to any other advan- 
tages Adelaide might enjoy; and there tore 
2 congratulated the Counteſs o being 
freed fromm a vain, deceitful creature, who 
had the confidence to ſet herſelf up as her 
rival, and attract the adciration of all the 
emen who viſited mr 


24559 


This'was touching the right key; nb ide 


Counteſi confirmed ber hatred to the in- 


nocent object of her envy, whom ſhe-rejoiced 
to get rid of; though ſhe by no means wiſhed 
her to have found a ſituation fo cligible, as 
with the ame, Guzman. M 


| this ee FOR | 
ing from Donna Padilla; ſhe was willing to 
fatter herſelf, that from the governor's 


ſilence reſpecting that lady, he might be un- 3 


NE e the inſtrument of 
Adelaide's 


— 
oo 
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| Adelaide s ill treatment; and ſuppoſed he 
had taken her from thie caſtle before Padilla's 
- © Agitated by hope and fear, ſhe ordered 
Mittand to ſend Antoine to the governor's, 
- and endeavour to learn, among the ſervants 
who had accompanied him in his late jour- 
ney, and if poſſible, diſcover every particular 
that * Pe _— bags: and Adelaide. 


. 


Thus it always 3 war che! improper 
indulgence of one irregular paſſion, leads the 


way to meanneſs and vice. The Countefs 


bad been early initiated into the ſchool of 
levity, folly, and duplicity; an adept in every 


J ſeducive appearance; and, blindly following 


the "impulſe of a' depraved heart, ſhe had 
plunged into innumerable errors ;-for ſome 
of which ſhe had ſmarted ſeverely, though 
not ſufficiently, for near four years in con- 
| finewent; but it had not altered the natu- 

ral bias of her diſpoſiti Ition; - the moment ſhe 

Was 1 from R old nn aud vici- 


8 ous 
5 
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ous jpclinacizns returned, and proved her 
ee in vier e abe aye 9 ber 


— 
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But ARE vice carries its puniſhnient 
cloſely attached to it. Not one moment of 
eaſe can find its way into the boſom which 
harbours guilt, or meditates evil deſigns, 
againſt. an unoffenditig fellow creature: ſelf- 
reproach, anxiety, fear of detection, the piere- 
ing eye of ſuſpicion, eyen an unintentional 
word, or glance, ſtrikes to the conſcious 
heart, and fills it with confuſion and terror- 
The bold and confident may ſeek to deceive 
the; world, but an inward monitor generally. 
checks the aſſumption;-the eye falls under 
the; ſearch of truth; the tongue involuntarily 
alters, and the perturbed looks ↄf guilt, are 
but. thinly veiled under an affected s or 
an 3 N 4 50 


3 * | 

The been id not ot diſguiſe WO feel- 
ings,” or deceive either the governor, or Don 
Felix; the 7 mes Ulneſs of Donna Padilla, 


ES | which 


- 
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ad was obliged to ſupport, afer hav- 
ing affirmed it; and the pleaſure ſhe ſought 


to expreſs by words, for the recovery of 


chit, at once ſtamped her character 
with boch gentlemen, and they knew how 
* — * ſentiment ſne uttered. 


„ arater ch 
8 affected them. Don Lopez, who 
was a man of honour, deſpiſed and ſhuned 
her; Don Felix hoped, by management, to 


and turn her irregular (paſſions to his advan- 
tage. Like minds will mingle, whether 
drawn together by virtue or vice; and he 


had little doubt, from certain. circumſtances 
that had paſſed, but that he ſhould find an 
. envious depraved woman ready to aſſiſt in 


humbling a rival, whoſe beauty and inno- 
cence were baſiliſks to her eyes, and to be 
revenged of whom, ſhe wor not ſcruple to 
Lactifice for a time her deareſt inte reſts. 
The event will prove he knew Her perfectly. 


The 


make her an aſſociate in his own ſchemes, | 
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- The Counteſs had ſcarcely feat off her 
own ſervant to corrupt the governor's, and 
gain information, which ſhe dreaded to hear, 
when the was completely. relieved from the 
inquietude of ſuſpenſe, by the arrival of the 
meſſenger ſhe had ſent to Padilla's caſtle; - 
who had ſeen the governor, and who had 
learnt from old Anthony that lady's. "raſh 
. en the * of. Adelaide. 


 Yonch Padilla bebt ward of the unlucky. 
termination of their well-conceried ſcheme, 
and — ſhe would deave eee 
ä do | . 


| What he felt . intelligence 8 

be gueſſed at, by thoſe unfortunate enough 
to have been in a ſimilar ſituation; - who have 
experienced the detection .of baſeneſs and 
duplieity. A candid upright mind can have 
no idea of the ſhame and confuſion chat over- 
whelmed her, on recollecting what had paſ- 

My * meeting between her and the go- 
Governor; 


165 THE i of 
. vernor; and the deſpicable point of view in 
wil ſhe muſt have e to ere 


For Win moments ſhe GA peg, but, 
on recovering, ſhe vented her rage and vaxa- 


tion in curſes on herſelf, Donna Padilla, and 


above all, on Adelaide; whom ſhe now hated 
worſe than ever, as the cauſe of her diſgrace, 
and on whom ſhe vowed vengeance, in pro- 
portion to the evils the had —_ * 
8 oy” 


When the firſt tumults were over, and 
the violence of rage had expended itſelf, ſhe 
fat down to confider what, ſtep ſhe ſhould 
purſue, —As to Donna Padilla, ſhe no longer 
thought it neceſſary to keep terms with her; 
ſhe was freed from the preſence of Adelaide, 
and that was her firſt wiſh: the next was, 
to travel further into are Are) Don Felix 
for heed neon JOE 


g 4 
« * R . 
7 '# 9 3 0 » * N 
, * 4 . *S L ' * — 1 4 ? - 


T 0 2 an Id ie ing: lien to: ths 
ravings of a jealous diſappointed woman, was 
qui te 
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quite out of the queſtion; and after various 
plans formed and given up, ſhe determined 
upon ſacrificing Donna Padilla to her own 
reputation, and to perſiſt in maintaining her 
ignorance of that lady's ſchemes. 


«© Whatever the governor may think,“ 
ſaid ſhe, © he will have too much-politeneſs 
to contradict my aſſertions; I may impoſe 
upon Don Felix, and go from hence with 
confidence, and attended by a ſhe of reſpect 
at leaſt,” 


She immediately diſpatched meſſengers 
to the caſtle, requeſting a viſit from the two 
gentlemen, and prepared to receive them with 
an air of ſatisfaction and ſurpriſe, as if ſhe 
had unexpected intelligence to give them. 


The gentlemen were at dinner, —not 4 
very ſociable tẽte- A- tẽte, for each were occa- 
ſionally loſt in a reverie. When the 28 
was delivered, they ſtarted.— 
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« What has occaſioned this ſummons?” 
cried the governor, ©. I feel no inclination 
to comply with it—You will pardon me, 
Don Felix, for ſpeaking ſlightingly of your 
| favourite, but ſhe has ſo much conſummate 

art, that I really deteſt her.” 

e That is ſpeaking very /iightingly ! indeed,” 
returned the other, with a ſmile; © however, 
I do forgive you, on condition that you obey 
the mandate, which from a lady ! you dare 
not refuſe.” _ 


_ Curioſity, not inclination, : induced the 
| governor to comply ;—they quickly followed 
the meſſenger. 


The Countck, notwithſtanding her natu- 0 
ral aſſurance, and the reſolution ſhe had al- ale 
ſumed, felt a litcle abaſhed, 8 they aſked 


trati 

her commands. W 2 
| : gyoune 2 | It te; 
b *Tis to unfold to you a ſcene of dil- char 


ſimulation abſolutely ſurpriſing,” anſwered a 
ſhe: * would you have believed that Donna 
| + Padillz, 
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Padilla was capable of playing the hypo- 
crite?—pretending a violent diſorder, which 
excluded all company, when, at the very mo- 
ment, ſhe was travelling to an old caſtle, 
where it ſeems ſhe had long confined our 
goor Adelaide! Yes, it was ſbe, that jealous 
woman, who had her carried away, and in- 
ended the moſt violent outrages againſt her, 
tad not your good genius, Governor, inter- 
vened, and your ſearch proved ſucceſsful, to 
ave her from the rage of an irritated rival, 
For my part, I am ſo aſtoniſhed at this deve- 
bpement,—ſo exceedingly ſurpriſed at the 
duplicity of Donna Padilla, that I can ſcarce 
truſt the evidence of my ſenſes. -Of what 
baſeneſs is not ſuch a woman capable?“ 
Fou have then heard from the lady?“ 
aſked Don Lopez, with a fixed, and pene- 
rating look, that greatly diſconcerted her, 

« Not immediately from her,” anſwered 
ſhe; c but I have my intelligence from a 
channel that admits not of doubt as to its 
authenticity; though you, I ſuppoſe, had no 
idea that Adelaide was a priſoner to Donna 

| 1 2 Padilla? 
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Padilla? or that it was her caſtle from whence 
you took her to your ſiſters 2? 

© I had no certainty,” he replied, © at 
the moment I entered the gates; ſubſequent 
events indeed perfectly ſatisfied me.” 
Well,“ ſaid ſhe, haſtily interrupting 
him, as if afraid he ſhould ſay too much, * ] 
have been exceedingly deceived by my Spa- 
niſa friend, and no longer covet her for a 
companion in my travels. As to Adelaide, 
1 look upon myſelf in ſome degree anſwer- 
able for her ſafety; having * engaged 
myſelf to take care of her.“ 

* Oh,” cry'd the governor, interrupting 
her, in his turn, do not, madam, feel any 
anxiety on account of that raſb engagement; 
. you are perfectly exonerated ; ſhe has now 
choſen the protection of my fiſter, who, be- 
ing ſtationary, and living very retired, the 
young lady will not be thrown into hazard- 
dus ſituations, or likely to excite jealouſy ot 
envy. The very few aſſociates of the Mar- 
chioneſs De Guzman are ſuperior to ſuch 
mean paſſions.“ 


The 
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The Counch fel thi full foroe-af thoſe | 


words, but ſhe choſe to interpret PR: in 
the moſt favourable ſenſe. 


«You a very kind, my lord, to eaſe 
my mind on this head; Adelaide cannot 
ſurely be in better hands; and I hope, by 
prudent conduct, ſhe will make herſelf an 
intereſt in your ſiſter's favour; chat ſhe may 
remain with her till my return to Eſtella, 
when I ſhall be very ready to reclaim my 
charge.” 

« May J aſk, idea,” faid Don Felix, 

how ſoon you think to proceed on your jour- 
ey? 
*« Within theſe three days, at farthell, 
ſhe replied; © 1 have ſeen every thing wor- 
thy of obſervation here; and appear already 
to have treſpaſſed on the politeneſs to which 
am fo much obliged. Is it not true, go- 
vernor? have I not taxed your civility ſo 
much beyond bounds, that you are compel- 
ed to recede from your firſt attentions?? 
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I ſhould be ſorry, madam,” anſwered 

be, © to incur ſuch a ſevere charge from a 

lady; it is much my wiſh, and always my 

endeavour, to pay that reſpect and attention girl. 

| which merit and beauty demands from every Ml {1t- 
man. If I have been deficient in your eyes, Ml to 

I am fingularly unfortunate; and can only Ml her 
lament, that the diſadvantage of ſome years 

has thrown me ſo much behind, in that gal- 

lantry and aſſiduity . marks my young che 

friend here. en 


As the governor ſpoke the laſt words in eee 
a very expreſſive manner, the Counteſs would tic 
not urge the point, He very ſhortly took 

his leave, without a ſingle remark on the 

conduct of Padilla; or further mention of 
Adelaide; and his filence very plainly im- 
plied, that- he was much better acquainted 
with the whole buſineſs, than ſhe choſe to 
believe he was. 


Stung to the ſoul by his indifference, and 
ſarcaſtic anſwer, the moment he quitted her 
8 ö ; ſhe 


. 


THE MOUNTAINS. & + 
ſhe vented her ſpleen by ridiculing his Spa- 


niſh gravity, and abſurd, romantic paſſion 


for Adelaide; whom ſhe treated as an artful 


girl, that, by an appearance of generoſity and 
ſelf-denial in refuſing his hand, only ſought 
to heighten his paſſion, and make a merit of 
her compliance ſome time hence. 


*. 


Don Felix, though perfectly convinced of 


the worthleſſneſs of the Counteſs —of her 
envy and hatred to Adelaide; yet had not 
candor enough to believe, a young, unpro- 


rected, perſecuted girl, would decline a ſitua- 
tion, that muſt lift her into conſequence, from 
principles of honour alone: ſome latent, un- 
acknowledged motives, ſhe dared not reveal, 
he thought, influenced her conduct; he en- 


tered not into her ſentiments or character, 


but conſidered her, as a beautiful girl who 
apparently belonged to no one; and therefore 


= 


vas a fit object for a licentious paſſion. 


This inhuman and ungenerous concluſion, 


ſo degrading to honour and feeling, governed . 
14 his 
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bis determinations ; and the known depra- 
vity and weakneſs of the Counteſs, afforded 


him hopes of finding in her a willing aſſoci- 


ate to humble the merits ſhe both feared 
and hated. Under this idea, he coincided 
with her opinions; joined in her ridicule, 
and ſpoke moſt contemptuouſly of Adelaide; 
and propoſed to her, by way of mortifying 
the governor, that they ſhould ſtop at Judel- 
la, and pay a viſit to the Marchioneſs De 
Guzman, without mentioning their intention 
to him. © Politeneſs,” added he, © will 
not permit her to decline ſeeing you; and 
tis impoſſible the girl can make any objec- 
tions.“ pon gn | 


Without entering into his motives for this 
propoſal, the Counteſs _— in it at 
once; and the day after the next was fixed 


on for beginning their tour. Delighted with 
having fixed him in her train, ſhe attended 
not to the impropriety of being eſcorted 
by a young officer, without a female conpa- 
nion; ſhe ſought only her own gratification, | 

| — 0 


a 


| & S. * 
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—to the opinion of others the was 2 perfectly 


indifferent. 


The governor, thoroughly diſguſted by 
her ſentiments and duplicity, felt not a little 
pleaſed to hear of her intended departure, 
that he might be relieved from paying an 
external politeneſs that is heart diſavowed; 
and, aſſured that ſhe muſt ſee he underſtood 
her character, hoped ſhe would never think 


of returning to Eſtella, ſince ſhe had thrown 


all the odium of the late tranſactions upon 
Donna Padilla; and could never face that 
lady, if indeed, ſhe ever ventured to come 
back again, which he much doubted.” 


F 


Under theſe different impreſſions we ſhall 


leave the parties, to look back on Adelaide, 


and her new friend. 


| After the governor had left them, the 
morning being fine, the Marchioneſs led her 
gueſt into the moſt delightful garden ſhe 


ever beheld; a beautiful and extenſive ſnrub- 


bery 
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| bery was at the bottom, interſected by a 
clear winding rivulet; at the ſides of which, 
the citron and orange trees, in full flowers 
threw out the moſt delicious perfume; and, 
' with the fragrance of other odoriferous ſhrubs, 
ſcented the air with inconceivable ſweetneſs: 
a riſing wood, at the back of the ſhrubbery, 
where the birds were in full ſong, and by 
their melody added to the beauty of the 
ſcene, altogether enchanted the ſenſes of 
Adelaide.-She exclaimed, 


What a heavenly place! This is indeed 
an elyſium for the good and happy mortals 
who have their reſidence here.“ | 

„ Ah! my young friend,” ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs, * happineſs is not local; ſituation 
has little to do with it, tis dependent on the 
mind, and that . may wander far from 


ps . favourite ſpot.“ 


« Moſt true,” replied, Addlaide, with a 
| look of tender concern, and a ſigh of recol- 
lection, „objects more animated muſt de- 
light a rational ſoul; but, my dear madam, 

the 


7 
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the beauties of nature inſtruct us to adore 
the goodneſs of a bountiful Creator, and 
whatever, he decrees muſt be all-wiſe and 
juſt! howeyer- repugnant to our wiſhes, and 
painful to our feelings.“ 

“So young a philoſopher!“ cried the 
Marchioneſs, Either you have an uncom- 
mon degree of fortitude, or, what I cannot 
believe, a very ſmall ſhare of ſenſibility,” “ 

L cannot boaſt of the firſt, and am but 
too ſure, that inſenſibility forms no part of 
my character, returned Adelaide; * but a 
long habitude to ſorrow has almoſt annihi- 
lated hope; diſappointments and affſiction 
have marked my days, and a humble ſubmiſ- 
ſion to my fate is the only leſſon that is left 
for me to practice.” 

% We will change the ſubject, if you 
pleaſe,” ſaid the Marchioneſs, & and turn 
to the beauties you adviſe ; perhaps you will 
ſearcely believe, that this really ſweet retire- 
ment was ſo entirely neglected for many years, 
that I found it a wilderneſs, choaked up with 
weeds ; and the caſtle itſelf ſo out of repair, 


two, fince I completed all my alterations 
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ſo thielef and uninhabitable, that I had 
much difficulty to prevail on my domeſtics 
to reſide with me in one part, (formerly te- 
nented by two old venerable fervants, and the 
only habitable part of the manſion) while 
the other apartments were repairing. 

« They endeavoured» to ſhake my reſo- 
lution, by ſtories of ghoſts and haunted 
rooms; but, finding me proof againſt all their 
terrific tales, ſome of them left me; and only 
three old ſervants ventured to brave all the 

horrors of the place, and abide by their miſ- 
treſs, I wanted amuſement: for my mind, 
and employment for my hours; I there- 
fore ſent for workmen, ſuperintended every 
thing myſelf, and, in much leſs time than can 
be conceived, cleared away all the weeds and 
rubbiſh; repaired, and reſtored every place 
to its priſtine beauty; — nor have any uncivil 
ghoſts ever impeded my deſigns. 

te *Tis now above three months ſince J 
finiſhed my improvements out- doors; and 


within. No ſooner was my mind unem- 
| I 5 ployed 


/ 
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ployed by plans, and my hours, which ufſed 
to be engaged in directing workmen, devoted 
to reading or needle work, then I found all 
the ſorrows, which I had ſuſpended by acti- 


vity, and A diverſity of ideas, return with th as 


full force on my heart; I could no longer 
-derive pleaſure from the completion of my 


plans, nor tranquillity from the beauties I had 
newly created. The viſits of my few neigh- 


bours have long been irkſome, and I was 
ſinking faſt into a gradual melancholy, that 


undermined my conſtitution, and 1 | 


my ſpirits.“ 
„My brother's letters were abe only con- 
ſolation 1 could admit; but I ſteadily refuſed 
all his entreaties to quit this retirement, and 
reſide with him. Solitude was my choice, and 
I grew every day more devoted to that, and 
the indulgence: of grief. Such was the 
ſtate of my mind, when my brother informed 
me two ladies were arrived at Eſtella, for 
whem he felt much intereſt. 
« Not a circumſtance relative to you did 

he leave me unacquainted with; perhaps he 

5 
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was more unreſerved in his ſentiments to me 
on certain ſubjects, then you are aware of; 
be that as it may, I feel myſelf uncommonly 
Intereſted for you. The ſingularity of your 
ſituation greatly affected me, and engaged 

my attention. I was pleaſed with his attach- 

ment to you; and the impatience that took 
- hold of me, to know how the affair between 
you would terminate, gave a new turn to 
my thoughts, and carried me out of my- 
| _ 

The ſeveral letters I received from him 
8 me alternate pain and pleaſure; until the 
Iiſt, which deſcribe his diſtraction on loſing 
you; that filled me with unſpeakable con- 
cern. Thanks to the holy Virgin, he has re- 
leaſed you from your perſecutors: and now, 
my ſweet friend, I think happineſs appears 
to be within your reach; at leaſt, if not hap- 
pine ſs, peace and tranquillity may be yours, 
for you muſt be either my ſiſter or my 
daughter: the election ſhall be in your own 
power, and we will talk of that at ſome ture 


read 


Here 


Here the Marchioneſs ſtopped. Adelaide 
kiſſed her hand, with an ee n 
ſion of gratitude. "IR . 

Tour goodneſs, madam, overpowers. 
me; language cannot expreſs my feelings:. 
may my actions ſpeak for me, and prove my. 
_ ſenfibility. It is long ſince I have known 
the words of tenderneſs, ſo impreſſive on the. 
heart: from the Counteſs I received none, 
her words, her looks, and manners, were 
repulſive to love and confidence; but with 
you, methinks I could depoſit every ſecret 
of my ſoul.” 1 

« You flatter me moſt agreeably, my 
dear girl, in telling me ſo, but I muſt deſerve 
your confidence, before J will receive it. 
The pleaſure I now enjoy, is a ſtriking proof 
how little weak mortals are capable of judg- 
ing what ſituations or incidents. are moſt 
calculated to promote their happineſs. The 
Marquis was, ſome years back, appointed. 
ambaſſador to the Court of France; a ſiſter 
of my mother's had married in that country. 


" ® 4 


= TAB OIRL or 
I was not diſpleaſed, therefore, with the op- 


5 portunity that offered, of recognizing ſome 


of my relations, though I had held no cor- 
reſpondence with them;—brought up from 
my childhood in a, convent, I was taken out 


to be married, only fix months before I loſt 


my mother. 

« Thad not been in the habit of converſing 
with any perſon, but thoſe of my own nation, 
and found the public fituation I was placed 
in at the court of Francis extremely awk- 
ward, from the ignorance of my language. 


Neceflity obliged me to acquire it; I found. 


it very unpleaſant, and very tedious to ſtudy. 
I perſevered however, and became a tolera- 
ble proficient; though I regretted the tune fo 
employed; and ſubſequent events, in the 

years. we continued there, a thouſand- times 
 . occaſioned me to wiſh I had never ſeen the 
French court, and that myſelf, and thoſe I 
loved, had (till been ſtrangers to the lan- 


guage. 
* Yet now 1 derive i delight 


from that circumſtance, fince otherwiſe I 


ſhould 


. % 
a i 1 PO" — 
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| fould not be capable of enjoying the plea- 
fore. of your ſociety; and the evils I Jament 


* 


moſt probably might have annoyed my 


peace in ſome other ſhape, had T never quit 
ted _ 


An air of TROY ſeemed to ſteal os 


the features of the Marchioneſs, as ſhe pro- 
nounced the laſt words, which not being un- 


obſerved by Adelaide, ſhe changed the con- 


verſation, by talking of Donna Padilfa ; and 


generouſly regretted that a woman, ſo gift- 
ed by nature and fortune, ſhould, by the vio- 


lence of her paſſions, be à reproach to her 


ſex, contemptible in the eyes of thoſe whoſe © - 
eſteem | ſhe was defirous of obtaining, and 
hateful to herſelf, if capable of wy feeling 1 5 
1 Your obſervations are juſt,” replied the 
Marchioneſs; the blameable * indulgence 


of one bad paſſion, leads to a thouſand ſhame- 


ful irregularities; and renders it extremely 
difficult to pull in the reigns of vice and folly, | 
and recover the paths of rectitude. But 
come, wy dear Adelaide, we "”u too ſerious ; - 


both 
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of us need amuſement; J will order the car- 
riage, and we ſhall have a delightful airing, to 
diverſify our ideas, and give them a more 
lively OPENS.” 


The other readily afſented: they had a 
- pleaſant ride, and returned with additional 
ſpirits. In this pleaſing, and equally improv- 
ing manner, they paſſed ſeveral days in tran- 
quillity; during which, they heard from the 
- governor of what had paſſed between him and 
the Counteſs, whoſe duplicity they deteſted ; 
and Adelaide congratulated herſelf a thouſand 
| times on her elcape from ſuch a companion. 


One day, the ladies were in a room which 
opened into the garden, ſitting at work, and 
inhaling the ſweets that proceeded from a 

_ _ quantityof beautiful ſhrubsaroundthem, when 
_ a ſervant entered, and told his lady, there were 
viſiters at the gate, in a carriage, attended 
by ſervants, who, on being informed the Mar- 
chioneſs was at . ſeemed to be alighting 
| without 
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without ceremony, though they were per- 
fect unn him. 3 N 


* Who can they be?” cried ſhe, riſing 
_ ; 
4 Adelaide S 50 beat quick, nas. ir 
knew not why when, in a moment, another 
ſervant came in, and announced the Counteſs 
Marr; ad.Don Fells An ey i ord 


| Borgeife entirely. overcame both ladies; 


and the viſiters entered before they had re- 


covered themſelves, The Counteſs advanced 
with all the freedom imaginable, 


* vou will pardon this intruſion, — 1. 


Sbe ſtopped abruptly ; the eyes rw 
ladies were inſtantly fixed on each other, and 
both, in the ſame moment, exclaimed, — 


c The S D'Ofluna! the l 
D Foulanges . 4 
| — 9 >. es, 
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ws Yes, . faid the Marchionefs, 
firſt recovering from her mutual ſurpriſe, 
D'Offuna was my name, when I reſided in 
the French court; your name, I ns 
has been changed alſo.” 

“By à ſecond huſband, who is ſo dead. 
The Baron D*Foulanges 1 believe died ſoon 
after 1 court” WE] 


ce © The Marchionefs, who was fill ſtand- 
ing, and ſeemed not inclined to treat her 
gueſt with much politeneſs, was about to re- 
ply, when two or three convulſive fighs 
-reached her ears, and -Adelaide fell ſenſeleſs 
by her fide. Exceſſively alarmed, ſhe called 
for inſtant help; and, turning to theCounteſs, 


4 Lou * madam, the Sifarder your pre- 
ſence has occaſioned, and you mf he, how 
928 unwelcome Top are to me,” 


She aſſiſted Dus Felix ok had flown 
to raiſe Adelaide, forgetful in that moment of 
| the maſk he had aſſumed) and the ſervants, 
e | to 


+ "oh 


4 
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reſtore the unfortunate girl to her "TY 
while the Counteſs ſtood with a look of-ming- 
led vexation and haughtineſs, the filent wit- 
neſs of the tender regards ſhewn to Adelaide, 
who began to give ſigns of returning life. Don N 
Felix recovered his prudence, as ſhe did her 
ſenſes, and returned to the Counteſs, with an 
expreſſive ſhrug of his ſhoulders. 


_— 0 


Mean- time Adelaide had AGE her eyes, 
and they fell on the Counteſs; ſhe hid her 
face in the boſom of her friend. 


—— 
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4 Hide me! cover me up!“ cried ſhe, 


cc take me from a ſight, that will cauſe inſtant 
3 EE. 


Her amotions were ſo violent, that the Mar- 
chioneſs had her conveyed from the room, 
2 attending, regardleſs of the others. 


— 


"y What does all this mean?” cried Don 
Felix, © we are treated here very uncere- 
_monioully hy is this girl fo ſtrangely 

affected? 
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= affected? or why does the lady of the houſe 
behave ſo rudely ?” 
. > © You aſk ſo many quection i in a breath,” 
' anſwered ſhe, pettiſhly, © that it requires 
more than-one tongue to anſwer you. - The 
airs this impertinent girl gives herſelf I do 
not comprehend; they originate from affec- 
tation, I believe. As to the lady of the man- 
| fion, I have ſtumbled on an old acquaintance, 
which both parties would have gladly avoided. 
The change of names muſt account for my 
not recognizing the Counteſs D'Offuna, in 
the Marchioneſs De Guzman.— We cut a 
mighty abſurd appearance here, I think.” — 


That moment the Marchioneſs entered 


the room, with an air equally ſolemn and 
diſdainful. Tow 


4 el, madam,” faid ſhe, te ſome re- 
luctance, in my own houſe, to be under the 
neceſſity of ſpeaking diſagreeable truths; you 

muſt be conſcious that your preſence here 
is an * to me, _ therefore cannot won- 
| der, 


tA in ©. 
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der, if I wave all ceremony, and give orders 
for your carriage. I am extremely ary 8 
Seigneur, that, as a companion to this lady — 
« Stop, madam!” cried the Couch, 
interrupting her, in a voice choaked with 
paſſion, © ſtop! nor preſume thus to inſult 
me and my friend, —If you had a ridiculous 
fooliſh dupe for your ſon, the fault lay be- 
tween nature and you. I made him not what 
he was; and did him but too much honour 
in _ permitting his viſits; that is the whole 
amount of your charges againſt me. I come 
here to claim Adelaide, committed to my , 
care by her preſerver and protector; nor 
can I reſign the truſt into other hands; neither 
can ſhe remain here without my permiſſion.” 
« A ſtrange claim, indeed!” replied the 
Marchioneſs, with a look of infinite contempt, 

e and is as unadviſed and fruitleſs, as ſtrange : 
be ſatisfied, however, madam, in the aſſurance, 
that this young lady remains here, under my 
protection, a voluntary choice; that you will 
ſee her no more; nor; unleſs you aſſert rights 
to ſubſtantiate your claim, will I ever reſign | 

| | her 
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ber into your power. She is free to chuſe 
for herſelf; and being perfectly acquainted 


with the ſhare you had, in common with 


Donna Padilla, in the ill treatment ſhe has fo 
recently experienced, you cannot be ſurpriſed 
at the effects your arrival has produced.—In 
ſhort, madam, fhe renounces your protection; 
and I muſt defire you to leave my houſe in- 


ſtantly.” 


Overcome with rage, diſappointment, and 
every furious paſſion, the Counteſs deſcended 
to language very unbecoming in females: 
fo inſelently abuſive were her invectives, that 
the Marchioneſs rung the bell, and, on the 
entrance of the ſervant, ordered him © to at- 
tend that * to her gy.” 25 


/ 


Don Felix, who had ſtood a very vided 


witneſs of this ſcene, ſaw it was in vain to 
contend, or hope for any preſent ſucceſs to 
his ſchemes; taking the Counteſs by the 
hand, A | 


_ 
* 
* 
7 - 
* 


- 


cc Let 
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« Let us go, madam; let us leave this 
inhofpitable lady to repent at leiſure of her 


deluſion, and ſuffer the conſequences of her 
8 in being W He 1 — in an. n 
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ful girl. ” +6 þ 

2 | j 
| Incapable of ſpeaking — from il the 3 
violence of her agitations, ſhe flounced out A 


of the room, muttering vows of vengeance 
upon moor ene and her kind an. : 
No ſooner were es gone, than he Mur 5 
chioneſs returned to her 7 young friend, very 

greatly agitated. | 
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ſupported my ſpirits while in the preſene 
of that woman; but painful remembrances 
crowd thick upon my heart, and overwhelth | 
me with ſorrow, Little did I conceive the 
Counteſs Le Marr could be that infamous 
Baronefs De ern een ine cauſe of "> 
al my . x | y 


ear: 


an 
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WES... And mine!” cried Adelaide: deteſtable 
woman! horrid name, that ſtrikes terror to 


my heart! No wonder that heart always 
held back, repulſive, when J wiſhed to feel 


affection and gratitude! Oh! 'twas inſtinct 


taught me to ſhrink from that cruel woman. * 
% How, my dear Adelaide, ſaid the 


Marchioneſs, ce did you know any thing of 
her by her former name?“ | 


Not perſonally, madam; but, too well 


1 know ſhe has been my bittereſt enemy; 
and, in a great degree, che deſtroyer of my 


parents. 44.5.5 
« Indeed!” tated. the: i Yon have 


' raiſed my curioſity, I confeſs; but I can be- 


lieve any thing of that woman—the favourite 


| of Louiſa, the queen mother, whoſe paſſions 


and gallantries knew. no bounds; every kind 
of ſhametul GD" was e between 


them. 


«1 beard a few. years ago that ſhe was in 


diſgrace with her royal miſtreſs; but I, never 


made any enquiries whether ſhe was reſtored 


to her favour before her death.” 


GR ad „ Whoſe 
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f Whoſe death?” aſked Adelaide, baſtily. 
© The queen-mother of France, the c. 
e of Angouleſm e-. 8 7 

Gracious Heaven!“ a0 8 
hide, ſtarting up; * is oe dead? Ah! why 
id not this welcome intelligence reach the 
ers of my deareſt father, before that fatal 
hour which he rambled from. our cottage, 
and drew on us miſery and death! Oh! my 
dear, dear father, one of your enemies is no 
more: — but, alas! you are gone for ever 
ſrom the wretched SRD N % Ser 
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A Fele dort of Goin ond Jars voice; 
and the Marchioneſs was obliged to repreſs 


. 


1 FE. * Wo 2 + 
A 0 . 


Jer own grief, and adminiſter help and com- 

fort to the afflicted girl. When reſtored to 
ſome degree of calmneſs, ſhe kiſſed the kind : 

F ung that een Der! ron e 

: « Dear 3 ſaid ſhe, all abba X 


to ſecrecy are now at an end; no longer 
0 will I appear in a doubtful character; you 
mall Know all my melancholy ſtory, when I 
e f K 2 Fave 


* 


196 THE O IRL or 
have acquired ſpirits for the relation. My 
memory is but too faithful for the taſk ; for, 
though very young, and incapable of know- 
ing all the events that happened, yet I have 
too often heard the particulars from my be- 
loved father, not to have them deeply engra- 
ven on my heart. Ah! how often has that 
heart bled at the ſhocking relation, and at 
this mement trembles with horror.“ 

e Recover yourſelf, my dear child,” faid 
the Marchioneſs, tenderly, “you are too 
greatly agitated now to enter upon painful 
ſubjects: however anxious I am to hear your 
ſtory, I wiſh you to defer it, and by reſt and 
quiet; acquire more tranquil ſpirits. You 
have no more to fear from the Countek; 
you are my adopted child, and already dea 
to my heart. I leave you, my dear Ade- 
laide, to reſt ; 1 muſt retire for a ſhort time 
my feelings are little leſs painful than you 
own; I wiſh to be alone, that J may endea 
vour to ſubdue them, and meet you agal 
wich more compoſure. 


She 


he 


A BPR 


to 


he 
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She withdrew to her apartment, Raving 
her woman with Adelaide, whoſe mind was 
o diſtracted with paſt retroſpections, chat the | 
crank it SINE 2 to reſt. | 


% What a good lady is your's,” ſaid ſhe 
to Maria, the woman, how happy is every 
one that oY Laney her Og 22 a 


This Maria had refided in France with 
her lady, therefore 0 the ey" role- 
rably. 


« True, madam,” anfwered the, * we 
ſhould be all very happy if we could ſee our 
dear lady ſo; 1 am ſure we daily pray to the 
Holy Virgin to heal her affiitions.”” 

The lols of an only ſon muſt indeed be 
a heavy one; faid Adelaide, © Pray how 
long is it fince he died ?” | 

ce Died!“ repeated the woman, we 
know not that he is dead; a certainty of that, 
however it might wound a mother's feelings,” 
would be comparative eaſe to the conſtant 

| Ky W anxiety 


% 
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_ anxiety and dreadful. ſuſpenſe my poor lady 
Auffers. . But pardon me, Mademoiſelle, 
_have faid too much ;. ſince I find the Mar- 

chioneſs has been ſilent, pray let my impru- 
nee be — 


wr 8 =Þ 


. 
-- 


ee aflured hor 12 Pi words ſhe 


fe 

had uttered ſnould remain unnoticed in her fr 
boſom, and immediately prepared to ſeek WM ti 
that repoſe ſo; eſſential to tranquilize her own MW. h 


agitated ſpirits. - But. ſleep. would not deign i n 
to viſit her; a thouſand painful retroſpec- | 
tions crowded upon her mind, and the taſk 
- ſhe had engaged for to her friend,” obliged 
ber to recal to her memory ſuch terrible 
events as effectually precluded reſt, and 
tended but little to leſſen her emotions. 


| To find in 8 who had fo enelly 

_ deceived her, the determined enemy of her 
parents, from whom originated all the mis- 
fortunes of her life, ſhocked her to the very 

- - Jouh, and proved, beyond a doubt, the depra- 
vity and baſeneſs of that heart which could 
St "NE - fill 


* K ' 
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il continue in wickedneſs, without any gl 
compunction for the miſeries, ruin and death, 
ſhe had brought . a noble and innocent | 
fimily. 


She lay Gee 1 * on "the bed, "ok — | 
for the heavy fighs that now and then iſſued 
from her boſom, might have been thought 
to ſleep: but Maria ſaw the perturbation of 
her ſpirits, and r Pome what ſhe. Ra 
not remove. 


The Marchionefs at length em the 
room ; her attendant quitted it. Adelaide 
roſe from her bed, and turned to look on her 
friend; their eyes met, and rendered all 
queſtions unneceſſary: a deep melancholy 
clouded the features; a heavy langour dim- 
| ned the luſtre of their eyes, and * che 
| mind but ill at caſe, 5 ä 


PE Dear Adelaide, aid the ſympethiling 
lady, I fear you hve not obtained that 
* I wiſhed you“ | 

a | K 4 4: Fa 
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_ 1 am, however, a little refreſhed, 1 
- anſwered the, © though I have not ſlept, and, 
| 3 will attend you to che ſaloon.“ 

After firing ſome time, and in of 
the refreſhments conſiderately ordered for her, 
Adelaide, kiſſing the hand of her bene factreſs, 
faid, „J am impatient to lay my heart open 
- before you, to unveil the myſtery that has 
hung over me, and prove myſelf not unwor- 
thy of your generous proteftion.—Painful as 
the recital muſt be, yet the ſecreſy I have 
hitherto obſerved has laid heavy upon my 


mind, becauſe it ſubjected me to unfavour- 


able corjectures I was not at liberty to re- 
move.” . | 


Take your own time, my dear girl,” 
| replied the Marchioneſs; * ſo perfectly con- 
vinced am I, that misfortunes, not errors, 
have clouded your early days, that nothing 


you will tell me can increaſe my reſpect and 
| eſteem for you, though it may raiſe my pity 
and aimiration.” 


cc Oh,” 


% 


* « Oh, ” cried Adelaide; 8 Ma libereliry' | 
x your's: may I ever deſerve and poſſeſs 
unfold will be too prolix for me to relate, or 
though deeply imprinted on my heart and 


my dear father, and the peruſal of his memo- 
andutns. 1 will therefore, if you pleaſe, 


to paper; it will be leſs painful to myſelf; 
you are fatisfied, at pleaſure.” $ 

Marchioneſs, whenever you find” leifure'c or 
inclination to make the effort, which muſt be 
ys N ” 1 PP 
e kad Win ble keturn to fü kindneſs; 


but was 10 impatient to entitle berſelf to tlie 
voluntary eſteem of her frienès, that ſhe 


7 3 95 beine 
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ind confidence! there are bur few ſoch hearts” 
that much-valued efteem {- The ſtory I have to 
you to hear; and indeed requires recollection, | 


memory, by the conſtant repetition made by 


endeavour to commit the melancholy relation 
you may then read it, and lay it ande Aae N 


« Po fo, my ſweet friend,“ replied the 2 


a very painful one to a heart of ſenſibility like = 
your's.—At preſent think only of recovering 
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"Grad every. moment to 1 * pen in 
the afflicting taſk | ſhe had undertaken. It 
Was indeed a dreadful one, and drew torrents 
ol tears from her eyes; but ſhe perſevered, 
and in two days completed, and delivered the 
following manuſcript to her benefactreſs. 
THE -MEMOIR | 00 ADELAIDE, 


F 
Ge 


< My father was a from a ry ven 
ancient and honourable family; his title the 
Count D' Beauyais.” Good heavens! ex- 
claimed the Marchioneſs. « He was gene- 


rally allowed to be the handſomeſt man that 


graced the court, when Francis took poſſeſ- 
ſion of the throne, though at that time not 
much above eighteen. Before he was twenty, 
he married Adelaide, niece to the Count 
De Noailles, whoſe birth and beauty were the 
only public claims ſhe had to admiration, and 
no doubt were the firſt attractions with a 
young and handſome man; but-he ſoon found 
thoſe advantages were but ſecondary ones to 
the charms of her temper, the. brilliancy of 


7 
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has underſtanding, and the goodneſs of her. E 
beart. He had judgment enough to diftin- g 
guiſn and admire her mental accompliſh- 

ments, and fortune being no obje& with him, 

they were united by the ties of affection, and 

the general approbation of their friends. 


0 « Perhaps, madam, the character of Fran- 
cis, and the i intrigues of his court, are perfectly 
known to you. My father always did him 
juſtice: he deſcribed him as amiable in man- 
ners, bounteous i in diſpoſition, eloquent and 
ſenſible yet ambitious and courageous to | 
exceſs, He doated on his mother, Louiſa, 
the Counteſs of Angouleſme, whoſe unbound- 
ed influence over him occaſioned all his % 
exceſſes. 
She was beautiful and witty ; much per- 
ſonal courage, and deeply verſed in all the 
political arts of courts; an uncommon ſhare 
of magnanimity and penetration, but impe- 
maus in her paſſions; vain to exceſs; very | 
| fuſceptible of love; jealous; impatient of fx 
s $7 4.x „ controul, 1 
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+ controul; andever implacable i in her reſent- 
ments. Such I have often heard my dear 
father repeat, were the characters of thoſe 
perſons who governed the kingdom of France, 
and who were equally beloved and revered 
when Francis firſt aſcended the throne. 


* The - tournaments and entertainments. 
| made on that occaſion, firſt brought my father 
to court. He was early diſtinguiſhed by the 
favour of his ſovereign, and the queen 
Claude, whoſe ſweetneſs of temper made her 
generally beloved; though the Counteſs of 
Chateau-Briant was the favourite miſtreſs of 
the King; and report failed not to inſinuate, 
that Admiral Bonivent was equally happy in 
che 8000 & graces of Louiſa, 


% Francis, young ad ambitious, deter- 
mined to conquer Milan. I cannot enter into 
the hiſtory, of the war: my father accom- 
panied his royal maſter. They encamped 
within a league of the city, where an obſtinate 


| and bloody battle was fought. During the 


conflict, 
4 


* 


1 
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conflict, the King, who ruſhed , every wh ers 


his horſe killed under him; another er | 


would have ſeen him trampled to death. 

My father ſaw the imminent danger; leaped - 
from his horſe ; preſerved. his maſter, and 
cipotd if to a hoſt of fosss. 


60 The king FEAT SV: the Ae and 
charged them bravely ; providentially a large 
party of his friends galloped up in the critical 
minute, to fave the lives of both, though both 
were wounded. Night came on, and the 
battle was ſuſpended. Francis embraced my 
father, and called him the preſerver of his 
life: as ſuch he introduced him to his ſur- 
_ | rounding friends, and vowed. eternal . 
ttitude. 


te At the concluſion of the war, after the 
furrender of Milan, the King returned to 
France, and preſented the Count De Beau- 
vais in ſuch flattering terms to the e Queen and 
his mother, as could not fail of being highly 
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 gratifiing to him, and raiſed no ſmall ſhare 
of envy in the boſom of the then reigning 
favourite, Admiral Bonivet. 


| C My father went into = country, to 
enjoy, in the boſom of his friends, his well 
earned reputation; and there, on a viſit, he 
_ firſt ſaw my mother. Hearts, like theirs, 
_ were not long in aſſimilating, and they were 
united with the warmeſt approbation of * 
"Is 00S 22 


er For five years they enjoyed the ſweets 
of domeſtic life, nor could any allurements 
draw them to the court. During this bliſs- 
ful period I was born; but my mother ſuffer- 
ed ſo much by the event, that it was very 
| tong before her health was reſtored, ſo as to 
give hopes of a perfect recovery to her fond 
huſband and beloved friends; whoſe anxiety 
was ſcarcely removed, when my father re- | 
ceived an order to attend the King on ano- 
ther warlike expedition. | | 


. 


Doe 
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e This was a ſevere blow to both, but it 
4 neither be evaded or diſobeyed; and, 
after a ſevere conflict between tenderneſs and 

duty, my father repaired to court. | 
I paſs over near four years that were 

ſpent in different expeditions; during which 
time my parents had never ſeen each other 
but twice, and that very tranſiently ; but the 

e affection Ha in both their 
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« Tt was at this period that the King of 
England was invited over to France, and the 
two monarchs met in the plain near Calais. 
With much delight I have , heard my father 
deſcribe the grandeur and ſplendid magnifi- 
cence diſplayed by both nations at this 1 inter- 
view; but that is unneceſſary for me to 
repeat now; titles, tournaments, and every 
ſpecious of ſhow and e took up all 
attentions. „ 
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«368 It1 was at one of thoſe tonrnntients that = 
the Count De Beauvais was allowed to excel. Ct 
and carry off the prize with ſuch diſtinguiſhed fr 
cclat, that, from that hour, he captivated the v 


. hearts of the King's mother, Louiſa, and her 
then chief favourite, the Baroneſs De Fou- 
langes; from both he received ſuch unbound- 

ed applauſe, and marks of high favour, that h 
it confounded, rather than gratified him; and, k 
when the interview was at an end, and the v 
gay monarchs returned to their capital, my f 
father aſked permiſſion to repair alſo to the * 


* of his family. t. 
1 d 
cc Datetbas ay Louſa entered at the n 


moment he had made the requeſt, and in- 
ſtantly oppoſed it. Before the Ring” could | 
1 — W 8 r 


How, Count? do you think of leaving. 
us? we cannot confent to loſe the ornament. 
of our court, the preſerver of our ſovereign, 
and the favourite of the ladies:—no, ſir,” a 
- faid ſhe, addreſſing Francis, rather requeſt | 
1 a the 


* 
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che Count's family to viſit che court: we 
cannot do them too much honour: beſides, 
from the reputation of the Counteſs of Beau- 
 vais's beauty and accompliſhments, ſhe nap! 
add luſtre to the Ma wt of me _ 

« This laſt infiduous obſervidion cates 
her point ; ſhe knew the ſuſceptibilicy of the 


King, and his ambition to have beautiful 


women at his court: ſhe hed the reigning ' 
favourite, the Counteſs of Chateau Briant, - 
whoſe influence ſhe dreaded would coun- 
teract her own; therefore, actuated by a 
double motive, ſhe was reſolved to prevent 
my father from retiring into the country. 

« She ſucceeded ;. Francis requeſted in a 
manner that, however affectionate in appeat= 
ance, amounted to a command, that the 
n De Beauvais ſhould repair to court, 


- My father was obliged: 10 comply wich 
an order truly re pugnant to his inclinations; 
nor was s the! intimatien of the King" s pleaſure 

attended 
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attended with leſs pain to my mother With: 
out ambition, love of pleaſure, or any vanity 
to gratify, ſhe preferred the ſweets of domeſ- 
ice retirement with a choſen circle of friends, 
and the delightful, employment of maternal 
- Cares, to all the ſplendour of a court ſhe had 
never ſeen, and was taught to belieye, abound- 
ed in licentiouſneſs, ee and envy. 
15 15 
5 pe Extremely wancecned 1 at the 
neceſſity which demanded her attendance, not 
even the tranſporting idea of ſecing a beloved 
huſband could leſſen the reluctance, or abate 
that foreboding ſorrow which ſeized on her 
heart, at the moment ſhe took leave of her 
ſurrounding friends; and theſe feelings accom- 
panied her throughout her journey to the 
capital. eee 3 


I paſs over the meeting of two affec- 
tionate hearts, and the careſſes my father 
beſtowed on their little darling, Adelaide. 
was then turned of ſeven years old; and, 
having experienced the whole attention of a 
moſt 4s and _ at that 

| early 
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| eatly age J was much better informed an 
ſome children of ten or twelve; conſequently | 


my. father was delighted with my little im- EF 
provements, and for ſome days their mutual 


tranſports at meeting, precluded ey . 
eee FER > 190; 


— 


Near a 3 was given to love and con- 


fidence, after ſo long an abſence: and, e - 
my father had daily paid his duty to the 
King, he had contented himſelf with inquiries 
after my mother, without commanding her 


preſence, and ſhe: Was determined not volun- 
SSA Y to a waged 


n Oe 0 0 a billet was put into his 
hand, as he was going to the King's cloſet, 


by a man who inſtantly diſappeared. He 
opened it in ſome ſurpriſe: the contents were 


theſe; „Why are you wilfully blind? the 


moſt brilliant fate awaits you; lift your eyes 


to the moſt elevated ſituation, you will read 
love and tenderneſs: — you may command 
power and fortune,” OO 
x” « Aſtoniſhment 


* * * 
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« Aftomiſhment and indignation were his 
firſt emotions :—cunokity, and a defire of 


mortifying, his ſecond. He had no doubt 


but the billet came from the favourite, the 
Baroneſs de Foulanges: he had remarked 
her glances, and more than once had been 
addreſſed by ſome equivocal expreſſions, that 
| he choſe not to interpret in the ſenſe they 
were intended to convey. He was therefore 
vexed at this open avowal of her ſentiments, 
and ſaw at once the ſlippery ground on 
which he trod—her power being unlimited 
with Louiſa, and. no enemy ſo ken ener as 
a toner: woman. 


The a hits was with 
the King when he entered the cloſet, over- 
whelmed with chagrin,; the traces were fo 


viſible on his nerd chat his 
; exclaimed, | 


, Are you ill, Count?“ 
« No, ſire,” he replied; and, turning to 
make his >a to Louiſa, he encountered 
2 he The  fuch 


I 


i ur MOUNTAINS, 
. a look, that his words filtered on bis 


tongue. 5 | 
* * forbid,” ” ſaid ſhe, «ith @ energy, 
« that our beloved friend ſhould ail any 
thing! the man whom love and fortune” 


favours, N de . to me infirmities 
of nature,” 


bh EIN words, and the looks that directed 


them to the heart, at once convinced my 


* 


0 ſhe * very . pay her duty at 


father he had miſtaken the writer of the billet, 


and that he was ſtill more unfortunate than | 
he had ere himſelf. 


by Befir he 1 recoyer from his 3 
ſion, the King added, [A 


„ Well remembered, Count; when are 
we to be favour:d with the preſence of the 
Counteſs? Do you net know 1 2m | po 
tient to ſee her?“ 


1 


8 — 


„My father replied, with ſome hekiation | 
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court; but, that having lived ſo long in re- 
tirement, ſome preparations were neceſſary; ; 
alſo ſome information on etiquette, with 
which ſhe was totally unacquainted. The 
King requeſted: he might not long be depri- 
an of ſo great an ornament to his court, as 
he expected to meet in the Counteſs De 
Beauvais. 

Then turning to another gentleman, 
who had juſt entered, Louiſa drew near; 
% My good friend,” ſaid ſhe, in a whiſper, 
« one would ſuppoſe you had met with a 
diſagreeable occurrence this morning; let 
your ſenſes be enlightened, and. you. have 
every thing. to expect, that the moſt extra- 
vagant fincy can form.“ —“ She paſſed out 
of the cloſet; and he very ſoon took leave 
of the King, walking towards the gallery, 
where he wiſhed to be alone, and recover 
from his ſurpriſe and vexation. M09 205903 


i 2 He had e five minutes, before 
A 9 ; door Rhing wen led to a i Private ſtair- 
: caſe, | 


1444) J 
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caſe, the Baroneſs De Foulanges entered, and 


inſtantly joined. him. She rallied him ar firſt 


on the diſcompoſure too viſible in his fea- * 
tures ; aſſured him he was in love; bid him 


not deſpair; it was impoſſible his miſtreſs 


could be cruel; at leaſt, added ſhe, if ſhe 


entertains the ſame ſentiments for you that. I 


do, believe me you have nothing to ſear, 
however exalted her rank and tation: ano- 
ther day, my poor Count, you ſhall make me 


your confidante; at this unlock moment 
Jam 1 called elſewhere. 


| ' 
; 


She quickly oo through Fo Na 
| and left him almoſt petrified. He Jaw. now 


the danger of his ſituation : he both deſpiſed 


and feared thoſe women; if he truſted to the 


| evidence of his ſenſes, the Baroneſs Was fond | 
of him herſelf; yet- ſometimes, ke thought i . 


poſſible ſhe might be employed as an emiſſary 
by Louiſa: either way he had every thing to 
dread from the violence of their paſſions, 
which were pretty generally known, | 
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« He returned to his Adelaide, devoured 


by chagrin, yer very defirous of keeping his 


- vexation à -ſecret from her. The following 
day the King again demanded why the Coun- 
teſs did not appear, and he found it impoſſible 


longer to . that duty, ſo . ex- 


pected. 


The Coutiteſs of Angouleſine loaded him 
with her attentions : the Baroneſs De Fou- 
langes was more guarded in her expreſſions ; 


but her eyes faid a great deal. The Admiral 


ng hitherto the favourite of Louiſa, 
treated him with a cool, ſtudied politeneſs, 


for he faw evidently which way her inclina- 
$ tions «4, wy org | 


At ici my mother was introduced at 
Court, and immediately ſuperceded the Coun- 


teſs of Chatau Briant in the affections of the 


King. His admiration of her was viſible to 
the whole circle; and from that hour every 
art that he could ſecretly employ, was planned 
to deſtroy her honour and happineſs. She 
. | | was 
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was Sidewhichinls with civilities by Flancis 
and his mother: ſhe rivalled all former favo-' 
rites: was the oracle confulted upon all 
occaſions, and no entertainment or party 
could be formed, without the e Counteß ve 
os preſided at chem. in e, 


* 4 . ef a * lt 


200 ln beautiful, innocent Kun unſuf⸗ * 
pecting, ſhe ſaw not the baſeneſs and perfidy 

of the arts, by which they ſought: to under- 
mine her honour and happineſs.” Her hiſs 
band, indeed, began to tremble, and thought ' 
it highly requilite, both for His peace ant 
her's, to develope the character of Louiſa, 
and to caution her againſt the too pleafing 
attentions of the K ing, whoſe thouſand amias 
ble qualities were tarniſhed by the unbounded 
influence of his mother, and his too ſuſcep- 
tible heart; the latter ſhe encouraged, that 
ſhe might acquire the more power when he 
was lulled i into indolence by the faſcination of 
_ 105 . | 25 5 


vol. H, * 
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My father ſaw the 8 that threat - 
| —_ them, and would gladly have withdrawn 
from court but he could form no pretence 
for ſuch a ſtep, and therefore was obliged, 
though with reluctance, to open the eyes of 
my mother. She heard him with ſurpriſe 
and emotion: the Counteſs of Angouleſme 
had, . by her kindneſs and apparent candour, 
acquired much of her eſteem: the Baro- 
neſs de Foulanges | ſhe thought a mot 
amiable woman; and the dazzling qualities 


ol Francis commanded ber reſpect and admi- 


ration. Pained therefore to the heart, ſhe 
x rather wiſhed to think her huſband too quick 
bghed, too eaſily alarmed, and too ready to 
give way to injurious reports, than tp believe 
| perſons ſhe fo highly honoured, could be 
capable of ſuch baſeneſs, or wear a maſk of 
duplicity, to betray an innocent unoffending 
woman. | 


"5 ie wan the l d BT Be hee had 
ſet up her own judgment againſt her dear 
Count s. He was not ſurpriſed, though hurt, 


at 


at 
in 
an 


ey 


LO 
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at 1 e udice in favour of thoſe whoſe. 


integrity he doubted, All plauſible appear- 
ances, every thing that could captivate the 


eye, and faſcinate the ſenſes, | were on their” 

ade: and a heart void of guile like my 
mether's, was ſlow to believe there could 5 
exiſt ſuch depravity, in perſons 2 gificd by | 


nature and fortune. 


FLY 


I0 She however aſſured my father, ſhe 
would profit by his confidence, and gradually . 


leflen the great intimacy between the Coun- 
teſs Louiſa, the Baroneſs. and herſelf But 


this was a vain attempt; new pleaſures and 


entertainments crowded upon them daily; 
and at this period it was, that by the perſua- 


ſions of the Counteſs, and the concurrence of | 


my father (who ſaw with inexpreſſible grief, 
that my mother had no time now to dedicate; 


to my improvemepts) I was Placed i in a 
Convent for eur e. | 


£ 40 1 2h time the Combs af Chana 


Briant ſaw, her influence loſing ground, and 
| L 2 that 
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chat ſbe 04 a formidable Reid Deeply 
verſed in the arts of court intrigue, ſhe affect- 
ed to treat my mother with the utmoſt po- 
liteneſs; humoured the K ing in his new at- 
tachment, and by ſuch management, ſecured 
to herſelf his reſpect and attention: but ſhe 
conceived the moſt violent hatred againſt 
Louiſa, and ſecretly determined to be re- 
renged. 2 55 


4 2 


— 


5 
2 


My facher kept an attentive eye on all 
their proceedings; ; he was convinced that 
his wife was virtuous ; "bur he faw it was the 
endeavour of the King's mother, and her 
favourite, to have her believed otherwiſe ; 
to inſinuate that ſhe was the wiſtreſs of 41 


King. 88 


e 
a 
tt 

ri 

V 
0 
.@ 
& - 
W 
E 
2 


u 1 a4; 
15 


de This he could not . * therefore, 
though pained to the heart to give one mo- 
ment's pain to the woman he loved, he once 
more ſpoke, and with ſome warmth warned 
r from the a rr to which 

ſne 
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me was advancing, where her honour and 
en n be cle . Heben ” 

V w She b 4 with. * — 
eyes chat he did; but deeply affected by his 
emotions, ſhe embraced him with fervor; 
aſſured him of her love and fidelity, and pro- 
teſted ſhe would withdraw herſelf from court, 
rather than make him unhappy. Delighted 
with her kindneſs, he determined to make 
one great effort, and if the pretence muſt be 
a deceptive one, to plead ill health as an 
excuſe for retiring into the country. Such 
were his intentions, when his i genius 
e eee uad et | 
45 5 cies the whole time that 3 | 
and his court daily ſought. out new amuſe- | 
ments to pleaſe my mother, my father was 
- the Baroneſs: each ſought to riyal the other, 
and obtain his affection. Hitherto he had 
| *theen. coldand repulſive to all their attentions: 
iadofbix; Adelaide to diſtraction; a man of 
neg. * 3 honour, 
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honour, * deſpiſed ſuch licentious, women, 


his whole ſdul was engroſſed by his anxiety 


| for his wife, and firm reſolution to avoid any 


ſcandalous intrigues with women, who, how- 
ever exalted in rank, were eee in his 


_ Weir rener of manners. | 


FO Thi by dey: POR: Scher 100 
mother held their laſt converſation, there was 
to be a grand gala at court in the evening: 
neither could be excuſed from going; but 

both determined it ſnould be the laſt enter- 
tainment they would ſhare” in: my father 
from conviction of their danger; my mother 
from motives of affection for him, and a ſenſe 


of her duty to comply with his 2 — 


| a from diſike rennen 

5 The One e came e 
my mother: my father was preparing to fol- 
low ſoon aſter, when a note was delivered to 
- him, requeſting he would follow the meſſen- 
ger immediately,” without aſking a ſingle 
| de on an affair that concerned his 


3 . eee 


— 
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3 W happineſs, but which would: not 
P e "1g ee I 

ha Wanne ee en 
FR conſideration, he followed" the man to the 
out-ſkirts of the city, where he ſtopped at 


the door of a handſome looking houſe : it 


was nearly dark, and certainly he had out- 


ſtept the bounds of prudence, i in going unac- 
companied with a ſtranger beyond the ſtreers ; 
but his extreme agitation precluded thought 
or fear, and he entered the houſe with all the 


impatience of a man whoſe exiſtance ſeemed 


to hang on the intelligence of the next 


| * 
— * 1. 
10 


. © Hein SR 1 e ora 
gallery; the door of an apartment was open- 
ed, and his conducter took leave with a low 
bow; not a word had paſſed between them. 


He entered a handſome well furniſhed room; 


lights were on the table, and two chairs placed 


near it. He threw himſelf into one of them; 
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| his emotions fo great, and his ideas ſo con- 
1 i fuled, 
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tuell, that be ſcarcely retained his ſenſes. 
Near ten minutes had elapſed, an age in his 
eſtimation+ his inquietude was raiſed to its 
utmoſt ſtretch, when the opening of a door 
made him ſtart from his chair and ſpring for- 
Ry * met * de W 


* 


Ie Ho Wan * {Oe exc «1s it 
yon? What een ee and why do 
+ Prnebe you here? 


c Be ſeated, my FOR "pies tid the, 


WA an afr of RE and INE ſhall ſoon 
"08 OT urn Mor 
; * Without further Sie. ſhe eben 

a ſtory, fabricated for the purpoſe of con- 
vineing my father, that the Counteſs De 
Beauvais had long ſince ſacrificed her virtue 
and his honour ta the King; and that the 
.Counteſs of Angouleſme was privy to the 
intrigue; giving up every ſenſe of delicacy 
land decorum to the geen of _ _ 
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e Impoſſible!” my father cried, with in- 
dignation, tis a vile, a groſs calumny; my 


Adelaide is as pure as new- fallen ſnow ; ſne 
has conſented to leave the court, to retire 


with me into the country, and this very night 
intends to take leave of the Counteſs, at the 


ſame time that I ſhall aſk bis Majeſty s per- 
miſſion for leave of abſence to recover my 
healch.—No, madam, neither her honour nor 
mine have been ſacrificed ;. I N the | 


infinuation with * whole heart. 


H tine fas 167% 6h 


ct ae eee 


— the artful woman burſt into a flood of 7 


tears, threw herſelf on her knees, and laid 


and been au adept. in the voluptuous ſchool 


Eight and twenty, nn 
A 
5" 5 | « This 


hold of his cot. The Baroneſs was then in 
captivating in her manners; her fine large 
black eyes were almoſt irre ſiſtible: ſhe had 
been early initiated into the arts of pleaſing, 


of her miſtreſs Louiſa. Now at the age of 


than have forfeited her modeſty and delicacy, 
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„ This faſcinating woman, by her tears 


and pray arte th ef rad — 
e 7 
| « Fury raiſed t dhe ri pes was 
d foddenly checked, by looking down on a 
beautiful woman in tears at his feet. Huma- 
nity bade him raiſe her from ſuch an unbecom- 
ing poſture; ſhe preſſed the aſſiſting hand to 
ber boſom, and beſought him to hear the 


hiſtory of her heart. Half reluctant, he re- 


ſumed his ſcat + ſhe {till retained. his hand, 
and entered into a detail of her conſtant and 
wnconquerable love for him; a love ſhe had 
exerted every power to ſubdue,” and ſhould 
have condemned te eternal filence, rather 


had ſhe not been rm een . his 
| eee ee . 


— * 
x 
* 


* en cue whe „. wa: en- 


; an, to break from her; but' ſhe had 
gone too far to recede, and ſaw the conflicts 
in his mind: NT ſhe detained him by 

. 3 : her 
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promiſe to delay his journey into the couny 
try; and infuſed more than a ſuſpicion, al- 


moſt a n. — Ab: of his wife's - 
od eee BIR > 4x dov hui! 


— 0 
„ 22 411 4210 


4 0 | She ad 1 iow * Louiſa, 
| a repreſented as quite abandoned in 
her amours, and vindictive in her temper... 


e Ah! what a mere automaton is man in 


the hands of a lovely, artful and wicked 
woman! how powerful are the faſcination af 


the ſenſes to hood wink reaſon, and for a time, 
while the deluſion ane 
eee eee ee eee 

6 8 my fuuher's refleAions in * 
cooler hour; but the tumults of his mind, 
when he left that dangerous woman, admitted 
not of een 
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her tears and careſſes, nor did they part dll 1 
ſhe had engaged a repetition of his viſita; a 
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ves — 
Uinces He was obliged to appear at eutirt; it 


* 


was an unuſual late hour. When he entered 
the room, the firſt objects that met his eyes, 
were the K ing and his Counteſs ſitting toge- 


ther and in earneſt converſation; others, not 


engaged in dancing, ſtanding at a reſpectſul 
diſtance. He ſtarted at the ſight, and for the 


 firſtotimer felt- anger and contempt for his 
innocent wife, when it ſhould have been 

directed againſt himſel. 
=" | | b 


„ The Cann of Angouleſme, who had 
kept her eyes directed towards the door, im- 


patient, and wondering at his abſence, no 


ſooner ſaw him, than ſhe beckoned for him 
to approach her. He coldly paid his duty to 


his Majeſty; threw a reproachful glance at, 
his wife (who had been extremely uneaſy for 


the laſt two hours) and drew near to Louiſa, 


who exerted all her powers of — 


to allure and pleaſe him. 9 1 


* 
1 


« But his mind was Le w a i confu- | 
ſion of painful images; and his behaviour 
mY = Sth Was 
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6 Fon are out of your ſenſes, gates my. 


** Count. — Fer enn _ what ails 


you? ; N in $3 F 45 '$ ins as * 


& ei am half ad, 
<« pardon me, madam, for my 3 8 
attention if, ann N ice 


WEEN hes . 


"T\ . To 2: v3, 


4 Het ML yo were eb in a moment; 


ſhe dragged him into another room, ſcareely 


perceptible to himſelf; and ordering drops, 
cordials, and various other things, obliged 


him to take whatever ſhe thought requiſite; 


and which, in fact, did a little calm the per- 


turbation of his _— 982 en him to 


* 


of 4a 


Her ſolicitude he received with reſpect 


and gratitude ; faid he was much recovered, 


and motioned to return into the ball-room. ' 


The Countets choſe to make the moſt of this 


- 


opportunity; 
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opportunity; his plea of ilineſs gave a colour 
for her attention and kindneſs; and her ex- 
Preſſions of tenderneſs were too unequivocal 
dais . ; | 
| nee diener de fene he had titel 
been engaged in, darted upon. his memory; 
he ſtarted from his ſear, 'withour making any 
reply; be took her hand, and led her as 
abruptly and as un willing into the next apart. 
nt, bee eee ben Mee 


) 


. "KO adds entrance; 1 Counteſs, his 
be wile, ſeemed to make an apology to the 
| ac e * 


% My dear Count,” ſaid he, 21 ive 
| fuffered the utmoſt inquietude this evening 
from your abſence. You look diſcompoſede N 
are you well? Has. any thing happened to 


make you uneaſy ? Our little Adelaide —” 


ls perfectly well, I believe,” he replied; 
4 4 gd WL ge unex- 
_ - n 


„ vi ee % 


eee 


6 Miene n — 


concern. : 4 
* 3 * N Ii . 
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of the Counteſs, with the particular atten+ - 
tions he had himſelf obſerved, and the con · 
cCluſions he drew from late oceurrences, that 
there were moments in which deſign and 
artifice might triumph over our beſt reſolves, 


doubts and ſuſpicion, and tended to leſſen his 
confidence in that object, on whoſe konour 
and integrity he had hitherto repoſed unli- 
-mited truſt, —In fine, his own weakneſs oe 
eee eee . e f 
* P Meng to cally is oats, 9 
put any further; converſation,” he took her 
hand, and joined the circle round the King 
and his mother. Among other things that 
occurred, one gentleman lamented the ab- 
eee eee 
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% His . inſtant were inde- 
| finable, What he had heard to the prejudice | 


altogether reſted on his mind; gave riſe to | 
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1 « ſhe has been ſo miſerably 
tormented with the tooth-ach and ſwelled 
face, that I left her this morning muffled up, 
and ſufficiently) mortified that ſhe. could not 
eee e e ba erg 10 3 34 1 


＋ "1 A. " N 
» Fit . 5 . 2840 CTY 7 ww; + Sor 


e e ee eee ebe 
eee whole plan, of which he had 
been the dupe, and from that hour he ſelt the 
utmoſt conte mpt and averſion for the Baro- 


neſs, and the higheſt indignation againſt | 
Il 56 35 0 220887) 
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infenkbly diverted his charggin for fome 
hours, He found it an improper time to 


addreſs his Majetty as he intended, fot leave 


to retire into the country; but determined 


do delay it no longer than the following day: 
his averſion to the Baroneſs, and his appre- 
benſion from the intriguing and violent diſ- 
poſition of Lowfa, being additional ſpurs for 
the completion of his wiſhes, 


© Ah! Pont bing ſaid dn Seb of 


CC At p 


We". 


* 


mind, and appear unembarraſſed and affec- 


tionate. The deception paſſed with her, for 
her innocent boſom harboured no ſuſpicions. 


She told him not any opportunity had offer- 


ed, that ſhe could, with propriety, avail her- 
ſelf of, to ſpeak her intentions of, leaving the 


city, to the Counteſs of Angouleſine that 


evening; but that ſhe would _ her toilet 


ow OY 


f 


. The following tho! my abs e! 


quired retirement, of which he ſaw no marks, 


at leaſt it was by no means neceſſary that the 


ment as the Counteſs, and therefore he took 


9 
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hes At night, when returned to his Ades 
laide, he ſought to conceal the tumults of his 


to Louiſa; my father, at the ſame hour, 
* waited on his Majeſty, Their applications 
were received with ſurpriſe and diſpleaſure; 
and when my father urged the point from 
indiſpoſition, the King told him, with a far- | 
caſtic fmile, © that if indeed his health. re- | 
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upon him to command” her reſidence” in 


. oth | 


| 4. ae ee b lacing fo 
acuibal and peremptory, my father could 


only bow, and retired exceſſively chagrined. 
He was ſoon joined by the Counteſs, who 


related the ill · ſucceſs of her embaſſy, though 
Vith leſs cauſe to be affected by it; for the 

Counteſs of Angouleſme had loaded her with 
careſſes; entreated her not to leave them; 


and declared that a ſeparation would make 
her extremely unhappy; nor ſhould ſhe ever 


1 


ſorgive my father, if he 27 7 50 in che 


Lene & ela ow” Fs 


* My 5 e ed by 
ſuch marks of affection, appeared very ready 


ſaw, with equal grief and indignation, that he 
=o rs up the point. Moſt reluctantly, 
| ee 


| 88 


9 - 
— N enn . "TW Pr” * £208 


| proteſted the moſt ardent friendſhip for her, 


to relinquiſh her wiſhes; and her huſband 
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Sag. andall cough of tir bun were, % 
” he I e £44 I 
KY ;M That Wie be . dom 
the Baroneſs, requeſting to ſee him the fol- 
lowing night, at the houſe where they hat 
happily met before. He tore the billet in a 
hundred pieces, and bade the meſſenger return 
and ſay it required no anſwer. Bitterly re- 
gretting his weakneſs on the preceding day, 
he determined no entreaties of artifice ſhould 
draw him a ſecond time into the ſame ſnare. 
Alas! he was not aware of the conſequences, 
vor to what lengths | malice, diſappointed 
paſſion and revenge, n ys 3 of 
doned r I e 


\ 


is cc They all met at court 1 The 
Baroneſs, with the moſt unbluſhing effron- 
| tary, ; fought to engage my father in conver- 
ation; he ſtudiouſiy avoided her. She then 
addreſſed herſelf to my mother, WhO was 

receiving thanks from the Counteſs of An- 
Souleſme, as if ſhe had conferred the higheſt 


tttle diſcernment : again proteſted the wri- 
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obligation un her, by complying wich * 
wiſhes. Thoſe two ladies were unbounded 
in their expreſſions of kindneſs, The King, 
gay, entertaining and polite, ſeemed to have 
no eyes or cats, but for che Counteſs de 
Beauvais: — yet except my mother, not one 
of the party but was embarraſſed and uneaſy, 
for each had vie ws agp Wow, and 
wore wafer 8 1 8 


| „ 
_ received a fimilar billet to the one given to 
- him ſeveral days before, when he was going 
td the King's cloſer, by the ſame meſſenger, 
who gave it into his hand, and diſappeared 
a he had the * oo refuſe it. N 


a The contents upbraided his want of 
£ ee his deficiency in gallantry, and 


ter, however exalted, perhaps above his 
hopes, entertained the warmeſt ſentiments'in 
| Dis favour, which he was at liberty to profit 
ITE n that the lady, d deſirous of his 


de voirs, 


 fibſervient to. * own: Ong. 7; 


too much real affection for his wife, to plunge 
voluntarily into error; at the ſame time that 
he could deviſe no feaſible plan for eſcaping 

from their machinations. Not a; ſyllable of 
2 EY | ; | the 


- 
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dates when next they met, would FIR 
diſtinguiſhed ye W OE? in the ae an; 


her deb. 


$442 IT 3 7 7 a 


vc; Her now + th ly; Mie 4 c 
Louiſa was no longer reſtrained by delicacy, or 


3 
* 


dignity, from giving a looſe to her paſſions. 


He was no ſtranger. to her character: he 


knew the exceſſes: ſhe was capable of, and 


traced. all the conſequences. of ſlighting ſuch 


advances, and affronting a woman who ſet no 


bounds to her love or reſentment. - The 


"Baroneſs, he was aſſured, would not fail to 


become his enemy, and aggtavate the diſ- 
_ pleakire of her miſtreſs, ROY 15 err 


6. - 


a « Diſtreſſed; bo tin uneaſy, as 


- thoſe reflections made him, he felt too much 


contempt and diſguſt ſor both ladies, and 
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the dilemma he was plunged into, eſcaped 


2 from his 1: ps to his Counteſs; he wiſhed to 
_ ſpare her unneceſſary pain, or any conjec- 


tures that might lead to unpleaſant diſco- 


* 
- F . 


* Theic e at court was 7 
. The ſollowing day the Counteſs of 
Angouleſme appeared with the ruby; and 
the Baroneſs de Foulanges darted at him from 
her large black N h of OT * 
and fury, 7 | 


5 The King ned . to a private 
party in the evening: they dared not refuſe 
an invitaticn that almoſt amounced to a com- 
mand. My mother, indeed, ſtill looked 
upon the aſſiduities of the King, as the gal- 
lantries of a young and handſome Monarch; 


belie ving he was {till attached in ia heart to 
the Counteſs of Chateau Briant, with whom 


he obſerved decent civilitics; nor did ſnhe 
appear hurt by his attentions to my mother; 


by her e on the occaſion, and polite- 


neſs 


bp, 


* 
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neſs to my father and herſelf, lulled her into. | 
a perfect ſecurity, that the King could have 


no evil deſigns againſt them; and that it was 


only her dear Count's tender affection 6s. 


rs at made him think otherwiſe. 


A 
only ſeven perſons ;. his Majeſty; the Coun- 
teſs his mother; the Counteſs of Chateau 


Briant; the Admiral Bonivat; the Baroneſs 57 
de Foulanges; and the Count and. Counteſs a 


of Beauvais. Every ſpecies of luxury and 

leaſure that could gratify the appetite, and 
faſcinate the ſenſes, were introduced i into this 
ſmall circle every one appeared to be 


happy and delighted, though ee . 
of them could not feel at eaſe. ach 


* 


« In thoſe oro moments, when v vir» 
tue lay ſupine, and the ſuſceptible heart was 
alive toevery impaſſioned feeling, the Coun- 
teſs of Angouleſme roſe from her ſeat; com+ 
plained of the too powerful warmth of the 
room, and aſked the Count, ham 
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| lead her into an untl · chamber. He- eagerly 
accepted the invitation :—ſhe was beautiful, 
though paſt the meridian of life ; and his 
_ ſenſes were no longer n doannion of 
prudence. | | 


He retired with her, without thinking of 
his Adelaide ; ; till rouſed to the recollection 


by the fond advances of Louiſa; 'if it was | 


dangerous to affront her, it was more repug- 
nant to his heart, to render her that homage 
ſne expected. A retroſpection on his paſt 


weakneſs, inſtantly recalled” honour and diſ- 


cretion before they had retreated too far ;— 
he reſumed that air of re ſpectſul deference 
due to her high rank, and affected to believe 
her offered careſſes, were only the conſe- 
quence of the fatigue and _— ſhe had 
— of. 

'« Hire the buſineſs would have ended, is 
uncertain, for an artful lovely woman, ac- 
cuſtomed to. be obeyed, flattered, and adored, 
might have been a dangerous opponent; but, 

| . in 
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in.the critical moment, when love and indig- 
nation inflamed every feature, and ſpoke 
unutterable things, the door opened, and the 
Baroneſs De F * een 

dhe ſtopped ſhort, with a look of 2 
and affected ſurpriſe. Louiſa haughtily _ 
manded what ſhe wanted. 


&« My duty, madam, brought me here, to 
attend you, if you are indiſpoſed, as I was led 
to believe; but,”” added ſhe, with a fmile 
that betrayed the malignity of her heart, I 
ſee my preſence is equally unneceſſary as un- 
welcome; the Count de Beauvais is doubtleſs 
better formed for an aſſiſtant than myſelf, —I 
am no ſtranger to his accompliſhments.” 


© Quite off her guard, as ſhe uttered the laſt 
words; they were ſpoken with paſſion, and 
her eyes flaſhed fire, as ſhe quitted the room 
rather unceremoniouſlly. | 


VOL, 11. M « Louiſa 


242 THE GIRL OF 


© Louiſa was equally enraged and diſcon- 
certed, and before ſhe could recover herſelf, 
my mother entered the room, much agitated; 
without obſerving his companion, ſhe flew 
to her huſband ;—< My dear Count, let us 
return home immediately; I am not well; 
haſten, haſten to take me away.” 


Her appearance and addreſs at once 
reſtored my father to his ſenſes; regardleſs 
of Louiſa, he ſeized her offered hand, and, 
without ſpeaking one word, led her out of 
the room. He was ſo confuſed, ſo hurried, 
and indeed his head ſo diſordered, that he 
was ſcarce conſcious of his own actions; and 

had forgot that appearance of reſpect, which 
the rank of the Counteſs of Angouleſme, had 
an undoubted claim to. 


« On quitting the apartment, at the end 
of the gallery they ſaw the Admiral, and the 
Counteſs of Chateau Briant, in cloſe conver- 
ſation; they advanced, and met them. The 


Admiral exclaimed, How, my friends, 
5 1 are 


are 
pa 


wa 


fat 
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are your tete-I-tete's ſo ſoon at an end? Our 
party is broke up mighty abruptly, f chink. 


« He paſſed c on with a cool thr, without 


waiting for a reply. 


«© The Counteſs affected to vie my 
father, 


« You are tottering on a precipice, Count; 


the leaſt ſtep forward, and you are undone, 


You have nothing left, but to retire,” 


4 She quickly glided by, leaving them 


confuſed and overwhelmed by a variety of 


painful emotions; their eyes met, but not a 
word paſſed, until they were ſeated in their 
coach, 


* My father was the firſt that broke the | 


ſilence. 
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«© Tell me, my dear Adelaide, "FI what 


cauſe proceeds your extreme agitation?” 
« That Jam to blame,” anſwered ſhe, 
- tenderly kiſſing his hand; © in preſuming to 
depend upon my own judgment, in preference 
to yours; that I have been deſervedly in- 
ſulted, becauſe I choſe wilfully to be blind, 
rather than give -up pleaſurable amuſements, 
and the gratification of my vanity; yes, dear 
Count, I acknowledge my weakneſs ; I was 
. unwilling to retire from court, and ſubmitted 
to your right of dictating, rather than complied 
with your wiſhes, when you determined to 
withdraw from it. I am puniſhed for my 
errors; the veil is drawn aſide, I can no 

longer affect blindneſs.” 
FAY What then,” ſaid my father, impatiently, 
the King has dared to infult you; by Hea- 

vens! not even his rank ſhall protect him.“ 

« Stop, ſaid my mother, with a fixed and 
piercing eye; .* ſtop, Count, and before 
you give way to paſſion, aſk, yourſelf, if a 
King has not equal rights with his ſubjects ; 
and when the marriage vow is violated, by 
N | one 
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one party, whether the other is not liable to 


ſimilar temptations: it matters not, who, or 
what the object is, vice is vice, and whether 
tis Man or woman, crimes are equally odious 


in che ſight of God. 


60 My father w was ſtruck, as if by a ſudden 


dart of lightning, 


4 What is it you mean, madam?” aſked 
he, haſtily,” | 

*« If you do not comprehend | me, my dear 
Count, I can have no particular meaning; 
but in one word, let me tell you, that I blame 
no one but myſelf: that the perſon who 


offended me, is ſenſible of his error; and 


that it is requiſite we ſhould loſe no time in 


preparing for our departure; to withdraw 


from a licentious court, and enjoy. happineſs 
in our own domeſtic circle, will be a ſuffi- 
cient revenge upon thoſe who have ſought 
to diſturb our peace.“ | 
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My father, conſcious of his late error, had 


no doubt but the Counteſs was well informed 


of the circumſtance; yet, as ſhe had permitted 
him not to underſtand her alluſion, he was 
content, for the preſent, to profit by her in- 
dulgence, therefore he replied only to her 


laſt words. 


% Yes, my dear Adelaide, we will haſten 
to quit ſcenes of tumult and diſſipation; return 
to the peaceful retreat, we ſo reluctantly 


quitted, and ſatiated with the great world, 
doubly reliſh our innocent amuſements.“ | 


They arrived home tolerably tranquilized: 
my mother aſſured her dear Count, that the 
inſults ſhe complained againſt, had been con- 
fined to offers only, which her firm and 
ſpirited rejection of, ſeemed to grieve, more 
than offend; and that ſhe haſtily fled from a 
ſituation, ſhe thought critical, and too allur- 

ing for the frailty of human nature, not for- 
tified, like hers, by the duty and affection the 
felt for a huſband,” 


« The 
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« The following morning they had formed 
their plan for leaving the court; my father 
received an order to attend the King; it was 
with ſome difficulty my mother could prevail 
upon him to obey the mandate, and to engage 
for his ſilence on recent circumſtances, which, 


ſhe ſaid, it was by no means neceffary he 


ſhould appear to have any knowledge of. 
This fort of fineſſe, did not pleaſe him, but 


at length he reluctanthy yielded co her wiſhes,” 


te On his way to the King's cloſet, he was 
met by Louiſa; © follow me,” faid ſhe, 
hauglitily, leading the way to another apart- 
ment; he ſaid ſomething about his duty to 
attend his royal maſter; « Obey me,” re- 
rurned ſhe, with a look of fury, he could not 
withſtand, and entered the room; he ** 


« Count,” faid the, cc hear me with at- 
tention, and know 1 ſpeak the determined 


purpoſe of my heart. My ſon is fond of your 
wife; ſhe is envieu by all the court ladies; 
You are equally diſliked by the men; married 
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ones murmur at the ſucceſs of your wiſe, in 
preference to zheirs; young men hate you, 

for the fayour you enjoy in the good graces 
of thoſe, who are ſo greatly your ſuperior. 

«© You have it now in your choice to ar- 
rive. at enviable power and riches; let your 
wife keep the conſequence ſhe has gained; 
do you profit by the diſtinction you are 
honoured with; in ſhort, remain as ornaments 
to our court, and there are no diſtinctions or 
honours you may not command. If on the 
contrary, you preſume to ſlight the wiſhes 
of thoſe who have a right to command, 
be aſſured your deſtruction is at hand: we 
will not be offended with impunity; decide at 
once; if wiſely and agreeable to your friends, 
I will lead you to the King; if otherwiſe, 
through a ridiculous delicacy, remember: 
'you draw down certain vengeance on your 
head, and more than one life may be the 
_ facrifice,” 


This threat, which he thought her very 
capable of fulfiling, greatly ſhocked my 
father; but he did not heſitatc.“ ; 
k | Is * N N cc My 
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« My duty to the King, madam, brought 
me to pay my homage to him, for the laſt 
time: after which, my reſpects would have 


carried me to you: I have only n to take 


my leave of his majeſty.” 
« He bowed low, and quitted the room. 


% How ſhe bore this, he knew not: he 
attended the King, who told him, he had 


appointed him his chamberlain. My father” 


was confounded for a moment, but recover- 
ing, lamented his misfortune in being com- 
pelled to decline ſo great an honour, but, that 
certain affairs of infinite conſequence, called 
him into the country immediately, and he 
came then to take his leave. 


_ The King looked ſurpriſed and diſcon- 
certed; but after a ſhort pauſe, — 


« Go then, Count, ſince it muſt be ſo; 


I may reſpect, but I cannot love you; go, and. 


return no more! 


M5 5 This 
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cc This was, in fact, a ſentence of bantſh- 
ment; as ſuch my father felt it, and quitted 
the preſence not a little chagrined; for, though 

he wiſhed to leave the court, he did not like 
to have his return proſcribed. 


On entering his wife's apartment, to his 
Infinite aſtoniſhment, he found with her, the 
Baroneſs De Foulanges;—few + viſits had 
paſſed between the ladies, though they con- 
ſtantly met in the fame circle; nor had ſhe 
ever been at his houſe, ſince a certain affair, 
remembered by him with vexation and re- 
morſe. His looks denoted his ſurpriſe ; and 
he obſerved mingled ſpite and reſtrained = 


in hers.” 


« Well, Count,” faid ſhe, << may I con- 
gratulate you on your honours ?”? 

“ Not of the kind intended to be conferred 
n me by my friends,” he replied; © I have 
had the honour to take leave of his majeſty, 
and the Counteſs of Angouleſme, and I thank 


2 
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you, madam, for ſparing me a viſit of the 
ſame import to yourſelf.” 

« You are then ohſtinate and deter- 
mined,” faid ſhe; „ and you did intend 
paying me a viſit? What then ſhould pre- 
vent it? I came to ſee the Counteſs, to per- 
ſuade her not to act like a child, or ridicu- 
louſly run into the country; but ſhe either 
has not good-breeding enough to underſtand 
the value of friendly counſel, or wit enough 
to be advantaged by it; and therefore I am 
ſorry to have beſtowed time and words ſo 
unprofitably.”? 

So am J, madam,” returned my mother, 
with ſpirit; “ for I know well how to appre- 
ciate the intention of this viſit, and reſpect it 
accordingly, We ſhall in all probability meet 
no more, and therefore I have only to wiſh you 1 
may be as happy with the Baron De Fou- ; 1 
langes, as I ſhall be with my dear Count.“ * 


t The Baron was many years older than 
the Counteſs, —a weak man, ſeldom ſeeh, A 
and hardly ever talked of; her averſion for 9 

M6 him, 
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him, was well known; he was mean enough | 
to profit by the intrigues of his wife, and the 
power ſhe had noguired by her blind com- 

pliance with the unbounded paſſions of the 

Counteſs Louiſa. An object of general con- 
tempt at court; he was deſpiſed and hated 
by his wife: - My mother's wiſh, therefore, 
ſhe felt as a ſarcaſm, and no doubt it helped 
to point her vengeance on a woman ſhe con- 
ſidered as doubly her rival in virtue and in 
love. 


« She condeſcended not to. reply; but 
| 1 to * father, _ 5 


9721 dippute not with your intended leave- 
taking viſit, ſir, I ſhall return home imme- 
- diately, and expect to ſee you within this 

hour.“ 


« He bowed, but ſpoke not; and ſhe left 


the houſe without deigning to look at * 
mother,” 


1 c Fear 
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* Fe ear not this inſolent woman, | dear | 


trouble ſeated over her features ; « we ſhall 
ſoon be removed from her reſentment or 
power; before this hour to-morrow, I hope 


you will be ſecure * the di ee of Jour 


| mm 


5 Prophetic words how ſoon to- be 
W rn 0 

« The day was paſſed in haſty preparations 
for their departure, regardleſs of the threaten- 


ing vengeance that hung over them, It was 


determined that I ſhould be taken from the 
convent, and accompany them into the coun- 
try. A meſſenger was ordered to attend my 


mother's woman. early the following morn- 


ing, to bring me from thence, and at noon 
they propoſed ſetting off for the firſt ſtage. 


ce That morning came; my mother drank 
her chocolate in bed as uſual, though at an 


early: hour, to be ready for her journey; ſoon 
after, 
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after, when getting up, ſhe complained of 
ſickneſs, which increaſed to an alarming de- 
gree, (unhappily my father had gone out juſt 
as her chocolate was taken to her) though 
ſhe could not account for this ſickneſs, ſhe 
did not conceive it dangerous; and when 
her chamber-maid, who attended her in the - 
abſence of her woman, propoſed ſending for 
a phyſician, ſhe checked the girl's zeal, and 
forbid any one being ſent for. The com- 
plaint, however, grew worſe, and ſhe was 
ſeized with convulſions. 


ce The terrified ſervants ran out toeſeek for 
their maſter; he was found by one of them, 
and told my mother was ill. He flew home, 
- and arrived at the door almoſt at the ſame 
inſtant that I alighted with the perſons ſent 
for me; too much agitated to regard me in 
that moment, he haſtened to my mother's 


apartment, — what a ſight for an adoring huſ- 
band! | 


_« He 


THE MOUNTAINS.s 256 
« He found her diſtorted by the moſt 


dreadful convulſions, and apparently dying. 


« Phyſicians were ſent for, and every 


medical aid given, that could be adminiſtered. 


My father appeared in a ſtate of diſtraction; 
he aſked repeatedly what was her diſorder? 


from what cauſe it proceeded? The medical 


men ſhrugged their ſhoulders, looked myſte- 
rious, but evaded giving any other anſwer than 
that Madame, the Counteſs, was paſt all 
hopes of recovery.“ 

In leſs than than three hours, their predic- 
tions were verified; I ſaw that dear mother 
expire without being ſenſible that a huſband 
and child, ſo tenderly beloved, were in her 
apartment, kneeling at the ſide of her bed. 
My father attempted to riſe, but, with a 
heavy groan, fell fenſeleſs on the floor. 


« ] but faintly recollected the ſubſequent 
circumſtances that occurred for three days; 
that my dear ſurviving parent lay at the point 

| 1 of 
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of death; the fourth day his diſorder took a 
favourable turn; the fifth, it was thought 
neceſſary to conſult with him on the funeral, 
which was ordered for the country; but as 
the body was to be embalmed, he inſiſted 
upon its not being removed, till he was capa- 
ble of attending it. 


0 Aa from the day of my angelic 
"mother's death, the phyfician and attendants 
whiſpered their ſuſpicions of poiſon, and the 
corpſe gave very juſtifiable cauſe for theſe 
ſuſpicions. The moment my father was 
reſtored to ſenſe, he requeſted to know of the 
phyſician in what manner he accounted for 
a diſorder ſo ſudden. and fo fatal. It was 
with much reluctance the gentleman declared 


his opinion. 


What a huſband:muit feel, may be more 

eaſily conceived than deſcribed. Every ſer- 
vant was ordered to the apartment, and who 
made her chocolate,. was the firſt queſtion 


aſked. The chamber maid who had attended, 
was 
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was then firſt miſſed ; on being called for, 
ſhe was not to be found: nor had been ſeen 
ſince the preceding evening; this abſence 
threw the ſuſpicion on her, and orders were 


given to make a ſtrict ſearch for he through- | 


out the city. 

“The agonies my poor father fele, are in- 
expreſſible. I was ſitting by the ſide of his 
bed, weeping, and unable to ſpeak comfort, 
when his valet burſt abruptly into the room, 


pale and trembling;—** My lord! my dear 
maſter!” he could ſay no more; a file of 


' ſoldiers followed him, who approached the 


bed, produceda paper, and ordered my father 


to get up, as they muſt convey him to priſon, 
on a charge of having poiſoned his "REP og 
dead in the houſe, 


« He neither fainted, nor ſpoke at this 
dreadful ſummons ;——his eyes were fixed in 


wild aſtoniſhment; my ſcreams, when one of 


the men rudely advanced to take his arm, 
brought 


\ 
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brought him to a return of his ſenſes, before | 
ſtagnated. 


« Patience, my dear child,” ſaid he, 
the meaſure of my woes is full; my enemies 
can inflict no more; I have deſerved it all. 
Comfort yourſelf, my dear Adelaide, I muſt 
obey the order. His compoſure was afto- 
niſhing; week and feeble, he could do nothing 
for himſelf, they permitted not his faichful 
"ſervant to aſſiſt him, but huddled on his 
clothes, and between too of them, carried him 
down ſtairs; when at the — „I followed, 
wild with * | | 


ec Stop, my friends,” ſaid he; * tell me 
what is to become of my child? 

« Oh, take me alſo!” I exclaimed. ; 
Will you permit her to follow me?” he 
aſked. MY 7 


The mild refignation of his manner, the 
heavy illneſs that oppreſſed him, ſeemed to 
0 acct 
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affect thoſe inſtruments of others vengeance ; 
—they looked at * other. 


« We have no orders reſjotiing Miſs,” 
| faid one. 


e The poor child can do no hand,” ; 


returned another; © the Count is ſo ill, he 
requires ſome perſon with him; let us take 


her; if ſhe is not permitted to enter, the fault 
, is not ours.” 


« I was placed in the coach with - my 
unhappy father; a perſon of ſome authority 
was left in the houſe with the ſervants: we 
drove from the door; he claſped my hands.“ 


« My dear Adelaide, my wife remains a 


corpſe, unburied, and without a friend! Great 
God, ſupport me! my child! my child! 
what will become of thee?” 


«© Unable to ſuſtain the confliting paſ- 
ſions that overwhelmed him, he fainted, and 
| had 


ren G4KL,o7. 


had ſcarce given ſigns of returning life, when 
we arrived at the priſon. 


_— He Was carried in, and I was permirtted eo 
follow, until the King's pleaſure was known. 


e Five days we remained in dreadful ſuſ- 
ou” The apothecary who attended the 
priſoners, treated my unhappy father with- 
- ſkill and humanity ; he continued extremely 
ill, but patient as an angel: No queſtions 
were permitted; no converſation, but on the 
ſtate of his health, allowed of; we were there- 


fore ſtrangers to the charges againſt him; or 
| who were his accuſers. 


„ On the ſix day of our confinement, I 
was ſent for to another apartment, a gentle- 
man waited to ſee me; terrified and trembling, 
I clung to my father.” 


1 Go, my child, ” ſaid he, faintly, “ the 
- barbarians who have deſtroyed the parents, 


Will at leaſt — your youth and innocence, - 
Alas! 
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thee ; go willingly, or you may. provoke 


heaven. 


I permitted the man to lead me into the 
next room; I ſaw a face that was familiar to 
me, though I-could not recollect where, or 
when I had ſeen it.” 


cc "Pace little thing!” cried he, with an 
air of more contempt than compaſſion, © I 
come, Adelaide, from your grand Aunt, the 
Counteſs de Noailles, to conduct you to her, 


until fhe has determined in what Convent to | 


place you for life.” 


6 For life!” I exclaimed, interrupting | 


him, © I will not live in a Convent for life, 


nor do I want to go to my Aunt; I ſhall 


remain with my dear father.” 
% Do you know, mils,” returned | be 
« that the proceſs has gone againſt your 


mand? that though no abſolute proof ap- 


5 : _ pears, 


"« Alas! my Adelaide, I cannot protect 


force and ill treatment: to Providence 1 
truſt my child, faid he, raiſing his eyes to 
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pears, every thing ſpeaks fo ſtrongly againſt 
him, that he would have been put to death, 

had not the King, from the regard he once 
had for him, and the remembrance, that his 
exertions contributed to fave his royal maſter 
in the hour of danger, weighed with his 
Majeſty to change his ſentence into perpetual 
| impriſonment. But his eſtates are confiſcated, 
his name infamous, and his whole family 
diſgraced by his atrocity in murdering your 
mother. The King has graciouſly permitted 
the Counteſs de Noailles to bury the unhappy 
victim to his revenge and baſe ſuſpicions, in 
the family vault, and to give up you to her 
care. But as you can never appear in the 
world, it 1s recommended to her, to diſpoſe 
of you in a Convent, where the infamy en- 
tailed on your name, may be ſunk in the 
profeſſional one that will be choſen for you. 
Do you comprehend all this, child? if not, 
take this paper to your father; and then haſten 
to me; my time is very ſhort.” 


« Young 
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e Young as I was, not one word of this 
long and cruel ſpeech was loſt upon me; it 
ſunk deep into my mind, and a thouſand: 
times have I recalled every rann that 
ſpoke Caggers to my heart. 


we took 5 paper in ſilence; returned to 
my father, and gave it into his hand. He 
ſaw my extreme agitation, and trembled as 
he unfolded this dreadful mandate. He read 
his own condemnation and ſentence with 
compoſure; but when he found his little 
fortune loſt, his name infamous, and his'child 
to be ſhut up in a monaſtry for ever, then he 
could no longer ſuppreſs his fighs and 
groans ; he ſnatched me to his beating heart, 
and uttered the moſt piercing lamentations. 


A Phyſician who had been called in, 
and had viſited him two or three times, came 
in at this critical moment; to him my father 
appealcd ; called upon heaven to atteſt his 
innocence of the crime for which he was 
condemned, unheard and: unexamined ; de- 

cl red 
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clared he-wiſhed not for life; a ſudden exe- 
cution would have been mercy; but now to 


have infamy attached to his child; to have 


her ſhut out from the world as an unworthy 


member of ſociety, was too much for human 


nature to bear. 

« In ſhort, the agonies he was in, called 
forth the humanity of this worthy man. He 
deſired to ſee the keeper of the priſon. 


« Have you received any orders, fir, re- 


ſpecting the Count and his daughter?“ 


demanded he. 
« No, fir, nothing more than to admit a 


- gentleman who is in the next room, and who 
is to take miſs from hence, if her father chuſes 


7 Fg 
c Then I do not chuſe ir,” exclaimed 


my father, briſkly: If I am condemned to 
perpetual impriſonment: if my child is to 
be feparated from me, I will have better 


authority for delivering her up than this 
| f Paper, 


Q. 2 WV 
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paper, which no friend could. dictate. Sure- 
ly. if my fortune is confiſcated, his Majeſty 
will allow ſomething for the ſupport of my 
child, in a Convent of her own e 4 


* The aa I had beck cp 
now entered the room, and my fatherinftantly 
knew him for a young Abbe, who had long 
been the confidential favourite of my grand 
Aunt, whoſe views upon her fortune he had 
always ſuſpected, and who, he had no doubt, 
found it for his intereſt to make a Nun of 
me. A long converſation took place; he 
either did, or affected to believe, my father 
guilty :—faid he had been in-town three days, 
in conſequence of an expreſs ſent from court 
to the Counteſs: that every ſervant had 
been examined, and every apparent proof 
adduced; all which ſerved to criminate my 
father beyond a doubt, though his Majeſty 
| his life from n d motives. 


. That a Countels, in e care of | 
my foul as well as my dedy, had * the 
vol. 11. „ only 
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only mark of affection for her late niece, that 
became her character; where her family and 
name had ſuffered irreparable diſgrace, in 
being allied to a man capable of ſuch enor- 
mities, as had deprived her of a near rela- 
tion, and drawn 'on himſelf a condemnation 
of death. 


The good phyſician, heard him with 
_ filent indignation ; then turning to my father, 
« permiſſion to take your child, does not im- 
ply an abſolute command for you to deliver 
her up. Compoſe yourſelf for a ſhort time 
ſir; I will go to court, and know more of 
this matter; you ſhall ſoon ſee me again.“ 


12 0 He left us directly; the Abbe not fecl- 
ing W _— at eaſe, roſe alſo. 

122 * 1 mall return in time to receive my 
charge, and would recommend to you, as one 


ſtep towards the repentance your crimes call 
for, to behave with ſubmiſſion to higher 
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powers, and oy N devote your child to che 


ee of God.“ 


He leſt the room with an air of ſcorn - 


and triumph. 


ce The tender ſcene that paſſed between 


my father and ſelf, I will not repeat, for I 
have already been too tedious, 


& The Phyſician returned ſooner than wa 
expected. He was, it appeared, a great 
favourite with the Counteſs of Chateau Bri - 
ant: to her he had been, and related every 
circumſtance he had obſerved and witneſſed 
reſpecting my father, whom he vas inclined 

to think very favourably CY and. n 
. her conſideration of me. | 


ee She told bla FY Count de Beauvais had 


been condemned the preceding day; that he 
would doubtlefs be ſhut up in cloſe confine- 
ment for life, the moment he could Jeave his 
nan his dlyjeſty having ſtill ſome little 
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remains of regard for him, and therefore 
would have him reſtored to convaleſcence, 
before he was removed to a remote fortrels 


for the . his days. | 


= ' She believed he had DR enemies 
in the Counteſs of Angouleſme and the Baro- 
- neſs de Foulanges; for her own part, ſhe 
never much liked the late Counteſs, any 
more than ſhe did her enemies: whether the 
Count was innocent or guilty, was not for 
her to determine; but ſhe pitied the poor 
child, and if the Count preferred the Con- 
vent ſne had been placed in by her mother; 
the could eaſily obtain an order for her return 
to it, and would take upon herſelf to pay 
the penſion, and pledge her word that the 
poor child ſhould not be obliged hereafter 
to take the veil againſt her inclinations. 


. Shs Ane ſhe went ages to bs 
"Xing, ; her influence over him was not loſt, 


only ſuſpended by his paſſion for my mother, 


and the intrigues of Louiſa, | He was deeply 
221 3 affected 
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affected at the melancholy cataſtrophe which 
had happened, and enraged againſt my father; 

but he had no quarrel with me, and therefore 
made the Counteſs the compliment of being 
the miſtreſs of my deſtiny, to give me up to 
the Counteſs de Noailles, or not as ſhe A 
_—_ 


cc This point obtained, the Phyſician re- 
turned, with leave for me to remain with my 
father, till he was pronounced GP * 
being removed. 


RN Ours was exceſſive when this intelli- 
gence was brought, and the diſappointment 
of the Abbe ' proportionate ; however, he 
' comforted himſelf with the reflection, that the 
refuſal of the Count would entirely alienate 
his patroneſs from us, and that no reſource 
but the veil could be found for me. All this 
was evidently implied, though not in direct 
words, by what he ſaid when taking leaves 
bidding us adieu for ever, and OY me to 
ge my name. 


N 3 . 


Ws 
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„ Tae diſagreeable buſineſs produced 
happy effects; it procured my father a friend 
in his phyſician: the good man ſeemed to 
have no doubt of his innocence ; but the 
power of his accuſers, whom he named as the 
Counteſs of Angouleſme, and the Baroneſs 
her confidante, afforded no poſſibility of 
hope that he: could eſcape from their malice 
the moment he was able to leave his bed: all 
he could do was to make unfavourable reports 
of his health, and in them he did not violate 
truth. 


% One morning that he came to us, when 
4a obſerved we were both more wretched 
than uſual, having been talking of my 
angel mother, he aſked my father's permiſſion 

for me to wait on the Counteſs of Chateau 
Briant, privately, in his carriage. He heſi- 


tated at this requeſt: he knew the character 


of the- lady, the acknowledged miſtreſs of 
the King: her paſſions violent; her influence 
_ rivalled only by the power of Louiſa, whom 
ſhe hated. 


* Perry 


* 
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et Very generally diſliked by the court, 


from the rapid promotion of her own family, 


with ſew friends and many enemies, ſne had 
maintained her ground by artifice, and a 
ſeeming blindneſs to the intrigues and paſ-. 
ſions of Francis; though in truth many 
women had felt her vengeance for their pre- 
ſumption. Still ſhe had managed with ſuch 
an appearance of ſubmiſſion, that her power 
was boundleſs when e peroeptible. 


20 My fher had never paid much court 
to this lady; no acquaintance had ſubſiſted 
between them; and he had many times ob- 
ſerved her diſlike to my mother after the 
r | | 


« He was therefore pained when his friend = 


made the requeſt: the Phyſician obſerved 
it. „Be aſſured, ſaid he, 1 have good 
. for aſking this favour ; you will not 


regret obliging me; 1 will be anſwerable for 


| ben pee viſit is all I ow ſolicit 
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for. No further objection could be made 
þ W to attend him. 
JW 
uss a very beautiful, though rather a maſcu- 
- line woman. She received me with an air 


of tenderneſs; I was ſtruck dumb with fur- 


priſe at the magnificence that ſurrounded 
her, and the grandeur of her air. She de- 
fired me to tell her every particular I knew 
between my father and mother; of their 
intended journey; of my father's behaviour; 
the abſence of the chamber maid; and, in 
mort, all I knew, or could recollect, of what 
I had heard. I, obeyed her moſt readily, 
though not without much emotion, that 
end n to affect her. 


fx When I had 8 « My good 
friend, ſaid ſhe to the Phyſician, © 1 en- 
tirely coincide with your opinion; but they 
are dangerous to avow, becauſe tis impoſſible = 
to adduce proofs, and if we could, there are 
ſome people too high for the law to reach, —- 
However, 
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However, the artleſs tale of this poor child 
has its proper effect. I will take my mea- 
tures effectually, but it muſt be ee ler es 
or all may be e * 


„She ſaid no more; I was entertained 
with fruit and ſweetmeats; with a cargo of 
both to take back to my father; and as pri- 
vately as I came, I was conveyed home to 
him, much . 0 wich the boar I had 
met with, TOY ee | 
8 Neis every word to him; our good 
friend added; take comfort, my dear Count, 
I dare not ſay what I think and hope, leſt I 
ſhould fay too much, and untoward and un- 
looked for accidents intervene to blight my 
hopes. Endeavour, however, to compoſe 
your ſpirits, that your health may be re- 
ſtored; the reſt we muſt IE to Provi- 
dence.” HIRE Sr : 
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To my great joy, the health of my 
be baker daily amenced, hough's deep eln 
en N 5 choy 
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choly ſettled on lis ſpirits: the former, I am 
ſure, he owed to the kindnefs of his Phy- 


ſician; the latter, no medicine nor endeay 
| vours could remove. | "Wo 


© In cf than a week after my viſit to the 


. - Counteſs of Chateau Briant, an order arrived 
from court, for the removal of my father to 


the caſtle in the Iſle of St. Marguerite, where 
ate priſoners were generally confined for 
life, This terrible, though expected order, 
annihilated every hope that had ſometimes 
> floated on our minds: not that life was de- 
firable in the eyes of my father but on my 
account. The diſgraceful circumſtances at- 
_ tached to his name, he well knew would 
render every friend or relation cold towards 
me, from the inhuman cenſure which faſtens 
on a whole family for the crimes of an indi- 
© vidual, whether innocent or guilty, if con- 
_—— by the law. 


6 To 1005 me PAPER pen to 


e ind ** or to be forced into 
a Convent, 


— 


| ' THE MOUNTAINS * 278 
a Convent, and obliged to make vows my 35 
heart revolted n thoſe were the dread» 
ful conſiderations that oppreſſed his mind, 
and pulled him back to earth, when his ſpirit | 
would willingly have flown to 80 bi 
Adelaide 3. 


* 
18 1 + 
$20.5 4 


pi "This removal:ts the caſtle, was a thou> 
ſand times worſe than death he had no re- 
ſource for my ſifety, but in the promiſes f 
the Counteſs of Chateau Briant; and how 


üttle court ladies could be , e 
he well knew. 


= Under the moſt coniitbin terrors, we 
were found by the Phyſician, ** Do not 
deſpond,” faid he, cc much depends upon 
your reſolution and prudence; I have cauſe 
to hope you will ſoon be in ſafety; but you 
muſt part immediately with your daughter; 
an order will arrive this evening for her being 
delivered to the Counteſs of Chateau Briant.; 
confide in me, I will anſwer for her wih my 
life. One thing I am commanded to exact 


a 
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from you, added he, pulling a book and 
-erucifix from his boſom; « you muſt here 
take a ſolemn oath to change your name, 
never to reveal your real one, nor any of the 
eircumſtances of your life, that may lead to a 
diſcovery of your perſon, your birth, or 
ſituation; the name of your preſerver, if 
| fortunately you are preſerved; nor, -in fine, 
at any time, or in any manner, ever give 
cauſe to believe that ſuch a perſon exiſts in 
the world as yourſelf, during the life of the 


Counteſs of Angouleſme, or the "Counteſs of 
Chateau Briant. | Lov: 20 


ou muſt be content to ty far from 
. and to live in obſcurity all your days, 
if you take your daughter; if, on the con- 
trary, you will entruſt her to the care of ano- 
ther, you may; in ſome diſtant kingdom, 
under a borrowed” name, oo nne to be 
more ne” ie | 


5 ce r nes this at this as 
gagement, and you ſhall .be . in- 
ſtructedꝰ 


— 


- 
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My father, without heſitation, pronoun- 

| ced the oath, and took heaven, and the holy 
Virgin to witneſs it: =young as I was, he 
obliged bh Gave. | 


AAA} ey chat? ad the Phyfician, * «1 
will no longer withhold. my confidence in 
your honour, being perfectly convinced of 

your innocence. The Counteſs, your friend, 
has been indefatigable in your ſervice; ſhe 
has diſcovered that the. chamber-maid who 
attended your lady, had been previouſly in 
the ſervice of the Baroneſs de Foulanges; 
was with her when you viſited her, though 
unſeen by you. This creatufe was placed 
in your houſe as a ſpy, and inſtructed to gain 
the confidence and love of her lady. & 
Not a word or action paſſed in your 
houſe unknown to the Baroneſs; ſne was 
your of Louiſa, yet endeavoured to inflame 
her with love for you, and both ſought to 
engage your lady in a commerce with the 
A* All this was known to gur. _— 
2 23 | 
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ho likewiſe ha# her ſpies —fuch are the 
e N | 


$8 © The night of- the private party, when 
Louiſa drew you from table, the King gave 
his private ſignal for the reſt of the company 
to depart without' ceremony. What paſſed 
cannot be known, only that the King ſpeaks _ 
in the higheſt terms of the virtue and diſcre- 
tion of your late Counteſs, whoſe ſhort ſtay 
at that time, gave ſurpriſe to all. 


e My Counteſs, you may believe, was not 
diſpleaſed, though ſhe affected to be uncon- 
cerned. Every thing that paſſed in your 
houſe was known, and it ſeems you affronted 
both the - Counteſs of Angouleſme and the 
Baroneſs. There is little doubt but your 
lady received the deadly draught from her 
chamber maid; who left the houſe a day or 
two after, when the rumour of poiſon gained 
ground. She has never been heard of fince ; 
whether ſhe is alive or not, cannot be known, 
| ** there " no doubt of her being the inſtru- 
97 i | ment 
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ment of vengeance, eg the machinations 5 
of the Baroneſs, whoſe creature the was,” 


ſe Yet no proofs can be cbtaihed; 1 bai | 
has too much power-to be offended; nor can 
the Counteſs of Chateau Briant avow the 


means by which ſhe has gained this intelli- 


_ gence. You are condemned, your fortune 


loſt, your name proſcribed, your relations 
diſgraced ; nothing remains therefore, but to 
preſerve your life, and wait for better days; 
a time may come, when you may triumph 
over the malice of your enemies; but till the 
death or Louiſa, you are entitely loſt to the 
wor 


« 'This long detail ſhocked my father 
extremely, though he bad always believed 
his beloved wife was ſacrificed to the intem- 
perate paſſions of the two ladies; but their 
diabolical cruelty in charging him with their 
crimes ; of having him convicted unexamin- 
ed, was ſuch atrocious wickedneſs, as none 
but the vileſt of their ſex could be guilty of. 


v4 | The 
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The Phyſician told him to a me with 
confidence to the perſon who came for me, 


depending that our ſeparation would be 


ſhort. The day after, to-morrow, ſaid he, 
you will ſet. off on. your journey ; before that 
you will ſee me again. Truſt in Providence, 
and e * 


« He left us. abruptly ; hope * fear 


alternately oppreſſed us. My dear father 
held me to his boſom, beſeeching the holy 
Virgin's protection of an unfortunate orphan, 
hen the moment arrived for our ſeparation. 
1 was delivered up more dead than alive, to 

a man appointed to receive me. My father 


ſunk on his knees as I. quitted his ſight. I 


appeared before the Counteſs in unſpeakable 
agonies of grief. She embraced and ſoothed 
me. The perſon you lament, Jad: M a 
will ſee again far en, i 58150 


9 


FR. F os tema." to an 3 refreſh- 


ments given to me, and very ſoon. put to 


Ill; The next morning the Counteſs came 


do 
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to me; ſhe perceived I had ated #ſceplels = 
* by my countenance. | pes, 
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0 Come; my (var child, 1 aid be, r you 
are going to a Convent; you muſt be con- 
tent to ſtay there for a week or ten days; 
make yourſelf eaſy ; at the expiration of that: 
time I will fetch you, and reſtore you to your 
beſt friend, who, depend upon it, will be n 
ſafety.” _ Ms. 

«© My heart ſunk ; I dreaded ſome treach= 
ery ; but I was in her power; I could not 
help myſelf: a ſolemn oath had paſſed my 
lips, never to reveal myſelf or family. Du- 
pont was the name agreed upon by my father 

and the Phyſician, As Miſs Dupont, there- 
fore, I was to be introduced to the Convent. 
The Counteſs had a relation of that name,. 
whom ſhe expected from the country. 1 
was to remain, ſhe ſaid, till the young lady 
came. She ſhould acquaint the King of 
my reſidence, and after I had quitted the 


houſe, 
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"houſe, thould.curialiry lead any one to en- 
* - quire, a Miſs Dupont would ſtill be there, 
- and conſequently, all cauſe of ſuſpicion con- 
cerning me would be done away, - particu- 
larly as but few. perſons knew any thing of 
me; and my own relations were glad to for- 
5 n a be ing , eee 
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Though we are not accuſtomed to recommend, with muck» _ 
warmth, the reading of Novels, yet our caution ariſes chiefly 
from the fear of their being. too much, or too indiſcriminately 
peruſed. A few ſele&t books of this kind may be read with: 
advantage, provioed that ſuch reading be not made a daily os | : 

| ſerious occupation, With this reſtriction we recommend very 2 
cordially ſuch. volumes as theſe we are conſidering. A ſtory 
more intereſting and affecting, or hetter told than this, has 
ſeldom come under our examination. Auſtere as critics are 
imagined to be, they are not inſenfible to the charms. of ſuch. 
a heroine as Ellen Mordaunt. Perhaps the principal incident 
in her ſtory, upon which all the reſt turns, is not manag 
as we cduld*wiſh ;, what is commonly called firſt love, that is 
the fancy of a boy and girl for each other, founded upon 
ſeeing, rather. than knowing one another, is. not indeed. 
what we inſiſt upon. being adhered to. But a firſt attachment 
like Ellen's, founded upon ſolid. merit, and long acquaint- 
ance, and ſanctionęd by parents on both. ſides, ſhould not has 
been renounced: fo ſpeedily. At leaſt, if duty and honor for- 
bade her union with Henry, there was no neceſſity——But" 
we will not diminiſh the painfully pleaſing ſuſpence in which 
this Novel muſt hold its readers; we thall only remark, that. 
the title of it appears to us not happily choſen.. The charac- 
ter of Ellen is actually diſtinguiſhed not ſo much by plain 
fenſe, as by highly cultivated, judgment, exquiſite feeling, and 
invincible integrity. Parents may not only with. ſafety put 
theſe Volumes into the hands of their children, but may even 


- ne them with advantage themſelves. 
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Poor PUBLISHED.—SECOND EDITION, 


THE. 
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xo vols. 12m. 
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We have ſeen lately but few productions, under this title, 
poſſeſſed of qualities to reſcue them from that oblivion to 
which the majority of their ſpecies is daily haſtening. The 

Democrat attributed to Mr. Pye, ſmall as it is, belongs un- 
doubtedly to the excepted few. Its ſcanty pages, and thin 
ſmall volumes, contain more real humour, and juſt ſatire, 
than are found in wading through many ſheets of the ordinary 
manufacture. It is a pity that the Writer abridged our amuſe- 

ment, by becoming ſo ſoon weary of his own. 
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